ceessful
"y [ slons of wenlth his mind's eye saw
:

warms of Lreasnre seekers burrowing

A DESERT

EPISODE

AR K1 I 3RO
By GLEN D. HURST

(@ by Bhoert Story Pub, Co)

HE sgetting for the last chapter
in the life of Old Man Murphy
was the heart of the Nevada
desert; the tlme—tha exhil-

ting but turbulent spring season of
‘ ¢ year 100—.

The old man stood In the door of
uis cabin on the side of a rugged des-
ert range, and In troubled spirit he
gazed at o group of straugers moving
ghout In apparent excitement on the
light-colored porphyry foothllls that
lay between him and the gray, parched
fint in the deceptive distance. It was
only at long intervals diring more
than a generntlon since the old man
bad Uved nlong In that enbin that any
one had dsturbed his solltude, and
this sudden invasion he resented, He
had prospected and mined ln o desul-
tory way for 0 many years unmolest-
ed that he felt a sort of proprietorship
in the surrounding country,

The tlme was when he welcomed
hls fellows to the desert dowmaln, but
it was now long past. When he lo-
cated the “Atlantic Cable" and “Nova
Scotia" sllver lode clalms he felt that
his long search for riches had been

Under the stlmulus of

fn the hills about him und his own
clalms ylelding bonnnza, Then it was,
he Iovited the whole world to share
hig discovery and good fortune, How-
ever, the smull sllver ledge attructed
little attention and the district was
deserted  except for Murphy, who
worked his own veln and never guessed
the real secret of the hlils over which
he prowled,

The years went by and Old Mun
Murphy,” growing more grizeled and
bent, became morose und cared less
and less for the soclety of his kind.
As n youtg min he had left friends
and family belhind and Joined the fur-
tune hunters In the far-off westérn
desert.,. Then he had every hape of
returning soon with wealth abundant,
His fallure galled hils pride. The
years of  brooding alone created a
strange antuagonlsm toward contact
with his fellows,

Old Man Murphy watehed In silence
the activity on the hills below till he
gaw: one of the strangers coming up
the trall townrd him.  That wes too

wuch, He turned Into the cabin with
muttered lmprecations on the In-
fruders,

The stranger hud come with friendly
Intention. He told u story of a
great find, one that would have
theflled the old man had he heard It
twenty years before. A shullow trench
peross the peak of one of the yellow
Iilg had openeld & veln of pleture rock,
Mterally spurkling with crystals of
gold.  Murphy merely glanced at the
glittering sumple of ore offered In
proof and turned away, grumbling
about the Invaslon of his district. The
next duy' he poacked his  scrnggy
cayuses with provisions and disap-
peared In the direction of Exeelslor
range where he could be alone for a
while,

Worn out with tramping sbhout the
mountaing Ol Mun Murphy returned
in a few weeks to hls cabln on the
“Atlantle Cable,” During his absence
a wonderfil chunge hud come over the
district. AN around him for miles
prospeciors were locating every foot
of ground. Near the site of the orlg-
tnal gold discovery @ town tn shelter
thousands wug building. The explo-
slon of glant-powder clinrges blusting
the rock In o hundred shafts and tun-
nels kept up u continual roar. Miners
dodged ubout in the smoke and dust,
showing ench other specimens of gold-
besprinkled quartz. From hls em-
fnence Murphy could count half a
hundred automoblles, loaded with pas-
sengers, speeding In clouds of dust and
sand along the three new tralls
through the snge-brusl, all converging
in the new camp.

The old tan contemplated the
change with lienvy heart. His soll-
tude was a thing of the past. A tres-
pags he was powerless to stop was
upon him,

A mopument of rough stpnes newly
placed on hls claims covght his eye.
He strode over to It and read the lo-
ention notlce In unger, With a vlelous
kiek he tumbled the plle and tore the
notice to shreds. Returning to his
cabin, he londwd both barrels of his
shotgun and took o position commund-
Ing a view of the ruzed monument und
the two trespussing prospectors, who
were working In a newly started tun-
nel, unmindful of the old man's pres
ence,

“You fellore glt off my cluim, Don't
ye know I've had this ground fer
thirty years. Gli—If ye know what's
good fer ye” he shouted hoorsely,
much exclted. The prospectors left
thelr work to fuce the big gun lev-
eled at thenl, They protesied, nrgued
und threatened. bt Murphy's manner
was mengcing und his fingers twitched
nervously on the trigger. They were
compelled to retreat.

The prospectors made several ef-
forts to get possession of the clalm
and replace thelr mwonuments, always
to be met by the big shotgun and the
old man behind It, who kept ou con-
stant guard dos.

When provisions ran low, rather
than lend enconrigement to the boun-
tifully stocked stores o the new camp,
Murphy mude 8 oight drive 1o an Iso-
lated trading post sowe itweuly wmiles
away.

Lute one afternoon Murphy sat with
the gun across hls knees guurding his
clafm,  Away In the distance #long
the route of one of the new tralls
there appesred a gung of workmen.
His uttentlon was attracted by the
lilne of telegraph poles they were
erecting. That evenlng he sat long
In the darkness musing Intently, and
the next morning he put away the
gun, fastened hig cabln door, and skirt-
Ing the camp was soon tramplng at hls
best pace through the sand toward
the line of poles, He spent the duy
tralling dlong with the coopstruction
gung,

A new Murphy cume back to the
cabin that evening,

The prospectors had taken advan-
toge of his ubsence to repluce the won-
ument he lad destroyed,

“Let 'em have {t, Let "em have It,"
he wused when he suw whit hud been
done. He scrawled a few llpes to the
“boys," telllng them they would be
bothered no wore und to go on with
thelr work, and placed the note where
they would easlly find It

As regularly and persistenily as he
had stuyed on gudrd duty durlng the
preceding days, Murphy now followed
along with the line bullders, wutehing
every movement of the construction
work, He stepped off the distunce be
tween the poles, observed the nomber
set ench day, and In the twilight, In
his cabln, he figured the number of
days till camp would be reached. Each
evening he cliecked off the day's prog-
ress, chuckling humppily to himself if
the wolk had gone better thun usual
or feeling depressed If some accldent
bhad Leen the cuause of delay.

The lust strund of wlre was strung.
The click of the sounder us the key
closed told the Initlated that all wis
finlghed. The operntor was tuking his
place at the tuble when Old Man Mur-
phy pushed through the crowd that
filled the pew offive and leaning over
the opérator uttered an appeal that
was backed by the longing of his
whole soul.

“Boy, let me send the first one?”

“I'he operator stared st the fdushed
fuce Incredvlously, then into the deep-
set, now brilllunt, appealing eyes
Scarcely knowing why, he answered
the old man by stepping bock. Mur-
phy flung himsgelf Into the operator's
seut and placed his fingers on the
transmission key. The disputeh to be
sent first luy open before him. It read:

Balloon hill clalm
of high-grade as-
Withdraw

Crosscut on
opened up four fest
saying Into the thousands,
offer for wale.

With hesitation and an uncertaln
“send” the old mon commenced:

It wns not the message before him.

The operator looked worrled. He
ndvanced one hand toward the Instru-
ment to stop the old muan, then ns the
messtge became coherent he lstened
Intently,: The recelving operator at
the other end of the wire was puzzied
to get this messnge :

“—will prove an additionnl link be-
tween the natlons whose friendship is
founded upon thelr common Interest
and reciprocal esteem.”

Now the old mun's fingers were
tingling with the electric limpulse of
the Instrument; as If by magle the old
touch came back. He Legan the trans.
misslon of the copy before him. It
went over the wire with the speed and
precision of an expert. He lubored
under an Inward excliement n mys-
tery to the onlookers, Wlith a steady
hand he sent dispateh after dispatch
until the accutwuluied plle was ex-
hausted. With the lust click he opened
the key und turned to the crowd,
triomph and satisfaction lu every fons
ture of the rugged, tlme-worn face.

*Boys,” he sald, “this Is a great day
—na great day fer the desert—an' fer
me. How I hated to see you fellers
come—but 1 dldu't know yer was goln’
to bring this—I didn't kpow It ['ve
been holdin® down s clalm in this dis-
trlet fer near thirty years. boys—I'm
kind o ehrlveled up body an' soul,
bein' here so much alone an' [ wanted
to be alone till the end,” then he ud-
dressed the operator,

“Ye thonght somethin’ wns wrong
when 1 sent out thut tirst message,
dldn't ye? This desert has luld be
tween meé an' that message fer forty
years, It's s long tlwe, hoys, slnce 1
wag counted one of the best operators
in the conntry. That was ln the late
elghtles, I was so good at operatin’
thut when the first cuble wus lald 1
was put Io th' service. That was a
great day, too, fer me, an' I relayed
that message from Queen Victoria to
the President. It wns the frst one
across. A few years afterward 1 got
th' gold fever an' I've been on the des-
ert ever since, but 1 pever forgot that
messnge, and 1 just had to send It out
first to get my bearln’s, An' to think this
thing has followed e and found we in
the desert after all these years.”

The excitement that sustulned
old man was passing,

“But now l'm glad ye come,
satisfied, boys—1'n satisfed

The eyes dulled, the lips twitehed In
an effort to spenk, und the head
dropped. Old Man Murphy was
selzed with a paralysis—a purslysls of
death.

the
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Sleep Machine Invented

An inventor ut Muclestield, Englund,
bas perfected n machine that, he
thinks, will cure Insomnia. The ma-
chine Is placed anlongside of the bed
and emits Hght rays of twelve differ
ent colors, flashing at prearranged pe
riods. The effect of this comblinution
af colors und perlodicity Is Intended to
be soothing and to Indoce sleep. The
color flushes at such regulur Intervals
have a peeuliar effect upon the reting,
It 1s sald, The inventor mulntuins he
has cured severnl stubborn cuses of
sleeplessnesa fo ten to fifteen minutes.

BETTER HIGHWAYS
AID TO BUSINESS

The business vulue of getting peo-
ple Into thelr stores is appreclated by
all merchants. That s the purpose
for which they advertise, Once & pro-
gpective customer !4 inslde a store
there s opportunity for a sale. A mer-
chant may have u good llne of mer
chandise, his prices may be reason-
able, and his display may be attrac
tive; but the people must be provided
with & good rond to his store or they
will not come there. The resldents
of a ¢lty will not muke the fullest use
of thelr streets If they ure muddy or
dusty, and the merchants will not en-
Joy tha trade they should have if their
progpective customers cannot find good
ronds to thelr stores.

Any street ln any community can be
made attractive by the shnple expe-
dlent of paving It properly, snd It is
to the advantage of every taxpayer to
help highway officials or the town
councll put through lmproved high-
way and street Improvemen! programs.
People who own business or residence
property are learuning every day thut
clvle lmprovements that call for the
proper paving of streets are the best
kind of Investments—Investments that
pay sure dividends.

The well-puved street 18 worth
money to every merchant on It, as
well as belng highly convenlent for
shoppers, A well-puved business street
will Impel customers to the door, with
consequent ncrense in business ns the
opportunity s offered customers to
muke thelr purchases without the In-
convenlence of wmuddy, dirty, dusty
pavements,

Cleun, pleasant, healthful surround-
Ings are most desiruble In any resl
dence district, This conditlon I8 pro-
vided In n well-paved strect, besldes
mitking It sufer for children as well ns
for the motorist. I'roperty values go
up where a well-paved street replaces
a  rutted, tmpussable thoroughfare,
Citles are judged very largely by the
attractiveness of thelr streets.  Stran-
gers looking about for locatieons are
gulek to Judge the business and soclal
stundurds of the community by Its
thoroughfares, purticularly the resl-
dence streets,  Visliors In o well-paved
city will Instuntly sense the progres-
give spirit of the pluee, they will long
remiember the orderly Influence of busl-
ness and resldence sectlons, and they
will carry the story of its clean, chann-
Ing streets back to thelr homes

Publle lmprovements of any kind
cost less In the long run where they
are made ns nearly permanent as pos-
glble. The fArst cost of permanent
paving 18 no more than Ineficlent
types, and thelr maintenance Is elther
minlmized, or eutirely ellminoted
Consequently the type that pays divi-
dends to any community s the perina-
nent, durable, sanltary, five-sufe type

Other advantages of puved streeta
are found In fire nnd health protection.
Good paving on elrects and alleys ls
one of the prime essentials to fire pro-
tectlon. Flre hfizard Is greatly re-
duced If even, clenn, skid-proof thor
oughfures are In every sectlon of the
town 50 that soy point ean be reached
qulckly nnd ensily by the fire depart-
ment, Hedlth 18 5 by-prodoet of clean-
liness. Health oficers Inslst that san-
Itation as reflected in the conditions of
the streets and alleys lins a direct
bearing upon the general health of the

clty's Inhabitants. Henes, n street
thut Is well paved will be easlly
clenned, und will be free from ruts

and holes that breed filth,

Roadway Will Run to Old
French Fort Toulouse

Plans are under wuy for the bulld-
Ing of a highwuy to the old French
Fort Toulouse, which was an Indian
town nearly 400 years ago.

Fort Toulouse |s In Elmore county,
near Montgomery, Aln., a short dis-
tance from one of the princlpal high-
ways leading Into the clty, and I s
the Intention of historical experis to
mnke this point avalluble to tourists,

The plan wus launched by Peter A,
Brannon, cturator of the Alabama De.
partment of Archives and History, It
wus only recently thnt a murker was
placed at old Pole Cat Spriogs, 30
mlles from Montgomery, where Lafuy-
ette spent the night on his wny to
Montgomery.

Fort Toulonses Is rleh In Listory. A
granite shinft has been placed there
to commemorate the old French out
post of 1714, which Is a minlnture rep-
Hea of the ehuft erected to Geperal
Montgomery on ke plalos of Abralinm,
at Quebec, The ol French cemetery
Ie at Fort Tonlouse, and hers some
of Jacksom’'s men were burled, the
place becoming known as Fort Juck-
son. The treuty of 1814 by which the
Indions ceded all their lands south
of Fort Juckson to the United States
was slgned there

New Jersey Roads

With the completion of Its construe-
tlon program for (Wl year, the New
Jersey state highway commission will
have ndded 100 miles
ronds to the state's system. The
board has now under contract 00 miles
to be paved this summer and gwards
of work to be made shortly will in-
crease this rotal to 100

New Jersey now has 5S40 miles of
state bighwuy routes and 404 of these
miles huve been completed with a
bard-surfaced payéement.

of lmproved |

FORAGE CROPS ARE
SWINE NECESSITY

Experience has shown that fornge

crops are necessary for growing pigs
economically, So states Willlnm O,
Skelley, msslstunt anlmal husbandman
at the New Jersey Stute College of
Agriculture, who continues:

“Pasturlng on green forage saves a
great amount of feed, ullows plenty of
fresh alr, glves the anling!l exerclse
and helps to keep the quurters sanl-
tary.

“Where It thrives alfulfa makes one
of the best permanent pastures for
swine, as It can be pastured from eqgely
spring to lute summer and s high o
proteln and mineral wmntter.  Since
heavy pasturnge I8 Injurlous to the
crap It Is well to restrict the number
of plgs, allowlng the le:in: to grow nnd
be good for two or three cuttings of
hay.

“Red clover nlso makes an excellent
fornge. I'lgs should not Le turned on
it untll It has reachiod n good growth,
A8 100 enrly pusturlng Is Vkely to kil
it out. It can be pustured until it be:
comes wouly In the summer, when It
contidng too much fiber 1o be taken
eare of hy the pig's digestive tract.

"Sweet clover s another leguminons
forage which should be pastured
rither closely, ns this encouriges new
growth and hilnders woodiness,

“Rape 15 unsurpussed as an annual
forage crop for swine, It s pulatuble,
suceulent and hlgh In protein and ush,
As It may be sown both early and late
In the season, foruge wny be provided
at any tlme In the sommer. Plgs
should not be tnrned on it untll it Is
about ten Inches high, If rape 18 not
pustured too closely growth will con:
tinue untll full.

“Fleld peus, sown elther nlone or
with onts or rape, 1s 0 very satisfac
tory sumuner forage crop, as it s n
legume nnd compures with alfulfy and
clover In s protein content,

“Rye furnishes a supply of green.
succulent feed materlal In the Lite full
and early spring and Is therefore of
great benefit to the breeding herd
especlnlly thie brood sow nurslug full
and spring litters,

“A number of other forage erops
such as soy beans, Lluegrass nnd even
some weeds are rellgshed by swine, The
point for the grower to keep in mind
{8 that every bit of green minterinl con
sumed by the plg menns n saving of
some graln o growing that plg for
murget."

Alfalfa Versus Clover

for Pasture for Swine

Alfalfu excelled red clover us u pus
ture for hogs in recent compurisons
made ut the Indlang stution, Alfalfn
proved cupable of carrying more hogs
por acre than clover and produced
elightly larger guins with less corn
than wus required on clover pasture,
The showlng of clover pusiure, liow-
ever, Was very satlsfuctory. The twao
pastures carried 18 to 20 spring plus
to the acre when the plgs were full
fed nnd about seven plgs when Hmited
grain feoding was practleed.

In one test pigs were fod n Hmited
ritlon of two pounds of grain dally
for each 100 pounds lve welght, Purt
of tho plgs grazed alfalfa and poret
clover pasinre. Gglus made by the
two lots were practienlly [dentienl, biut
the pigs on alfalfa required only 243
pounds of corn per 100 pounds of galn,
compured to 255 pounds for the plgs
on c¢lover pasiure,

In 4 comparison of plgs which were
full-fed corn und tanknge on the twao |
pastures the plgs on alfolfa outgolned
those on clover by a slight margin
and required five pounds less corn anne
four nnd onehulf pounds less tunkngo
than the pigs which ran on clover pus-
ture.

Exercise for Stallions

Stlllons should have a heral sinonunt
of exerclee durlng

the bresding

B
son, especially during the lust hulf
They should bave the equivalent of

elght or ten miles n day ob the road
This exercige should
in the morning. Nothing will pay het
ter In the management of a public
service stalllon than this kind of ex
erclse.

be glvin early
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Live Stock Notes
B o B e s o a2 e e i g

Use pure-bred slres for more und
better meat, milk, wool and egygs

- - L]

Corn und cob meal

ered 4 good horse feed,

I# nar
Houorses

Consid

will

do better on & mixture of corn wnil
brun,
- L] L
Noture's tonles for young plgs nre

exercise, sunshine, plenty of- green,
succulent feed, plenty of good
und elean surroundines.
- - -
Cull all undeveloped pullets and wid

hens from the flock,
L - L

Wity

Early hatched pullets wlll molt early
In the fall und be ready for lnying next
winter at a season when sgg prodoe

tion s low and prices high
- - L

It has been ghown that young chilcks
are most susceptible to Iafestution of
roundworma until about 12 weeks of
age.  With severs Infestution death
may occur in two weeks. In mild In
festations chlcks llve, but growth Is

slower and reslstance to Aldease less
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Ancient Custom, Anyway 'I
The origin of the superstition con-
certilng knocking on wood Is tluuhll’uLi
Some authoritles attribute it to the
anclent religlous rite of touching a|
eruclfix when taking an oath; others|
to the teuching of beads of the rmaat'yl
when praving, Among the ignorant
peasants of Europe the custom prob-
ably bogan with the habit of kKnocking
londly to keep away evil quirlld

"Spec-al Dulivery i
The Post Office department says,
that “special delivery service I8 the|
[prumpt delivery of mail by umssengurl
durivng proseribed hours to persond |
who reside
city or delivery offices,
Imile of any

within one|
L l'hl.l!.l‘!lb
of the rural service who reside more
than one mile from the post offide bm
within half o mile of a rural route.”

ar
Doilice, or

Earth's Diameter

Dy, Haytord made caleulutions for
the International Geodetic Physieal
unlon and announced that the earth |
fg precisely 7,026 miles and 678)
thousnndths of a mile in dlameter and
7,800 miles and 264 thousandths of a|
mile through the poles.

Badgers' Work a Menace.

Badgers spond most of the'r time
digging out the burrows of the flick-
ertall or ground sguirrel and feanting
on the fat occupants, "Thoy, while do-
ing the grentest service to the ranch-
man their big burrows on the praivies
iare g4 mennce to every horse and rider
on the plains,

Engineering Term.

The term “fourcycle,” used in con-
nection with an internal combustion
engine, meuns that there are four pls-
ton strokes for the accomplishment of
the processes in the engine. These
strokes arve termed the intake stroke, |
tha compression stroke, tho power|
stroke and the exhaust stroke.

Pioneer Greek Teacher,

The first regular teacher of the
Greek language and lLiterature at Ox-
ford university, England, waa Willlam
Grocyn, on English classical scholar,
who was born at Colerne, Wiltshire,
whout 1446, He dled at Maldstone, in
1510

Original “"Mother Goose" I

Tho first Mother Goose glorles wire

iCla.r

witliy the carrvier Hmita 0( i
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Peculiar Division,

Ot of the mouths of babes and

| sucklings may be perfectad delinition

as well as praige, Por example, there
I8 the case of the teacher who, at the
cloge of the ronding lesson, was ques.
tloning her class on the subiject mal

ler thoreof, “Whot ls an oyster?” sha
askaod,  "Pleage, miss" replied e
beight bhoy of the class, “its half o

fish and half a nuot.”

Menhaden Fish Defended.
Monhuden fish, the oll from which
hag many commercinl vees, Is wlgo an
excellent food fish thoupgh ns yvet an

populiur because of Ha goeal number
of bones, Foold exports, Lowever, are
overcoming thig by grinding the Cish,

bonea dnd all, 80 ns Lo mole & Tk
meal or powder, in which form it can
e convertod into cakes and

ensily.

caten

Tree Hides Weapons,

A revolver and a steel trap were
founil Inside n tree when It was out
down near Norborne, Md, recenlly,
The weapbns evidently had  beon
placed at tha base of the tree yeara
ago and It grew around them

Plant Stimulation.

Nitrote of soda for planis
nndd flowers If used in moderation, 1t
Ineronss the yegetuhlo growth,
lating

ig good

stitn
the follage rather than the Clow

wrs. Too much will prove Injurions
published in French by Perrault in j
(i y ] » » infant 2
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Braad Winning. Bat o Facial Surgery Old.
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At @conomlit announcoes .1 () . I Faclal surgery, Inoduding tha  re
number of “”“H-I“ I":‘_'“l 1““;:“.:1' i modeling of njured toses, ears and
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