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GOOD-HUMO- R AND ILL,

Can anybody define good-humor- ?

We all know hat it is. W't can
feel it and enjoy it, but it is hard to
pin the thing down to any formal
definition. The good-humore- d man
is, at all events a happy man; a man

to be envied, a man on whom
troubles sit lightly, and a man who
confers as much happiness as he en

joys. He radiates it, as it were,
and his good-hum- becomes an at-

mosphere in which other people's
good-humo- r, latent orj pined half to
death, comes out, revives, and
flourishes.

Good-humo- r can scarcely be cal
led a moral virtue. It depends per
haps as much on disposition and the
perfect action of the liver as on any
thing else. A good-humore- d man
must be, ipso faclo, a eupeptic man,
a man that enjoys his dinner. Now,
a quality which depends upon the

t
action of a man's liver can scarcely
be a high moral quality. And yet
has any man a right to be a dyspep- -

- tic? Is it not a moral duty not to
"be? Setting aside the rare eases of

0 Jnevitable' raisfortune,' is not ia

a man's own fault 'generally,
: ,v the result of his' gluttony, his lazi-"nes- s,

his stupidity, his carelessness,
'"'or his ignoranc? And are these

things moral virtues?
Has any man a right to make him-

self wretched, to people the world
with horrors, to be a nuisance to
himself and everybody about him,
because he lacks the sense to control
his appetite, or the energy to take
sufficient exercise to keep his liver
healthy?

One of these days we shall come
to the conclusion that snarling, fret-

ful, or complaining and
depressed victim is not merely to be
pitied, but deserves to be punished

; as he is. He may be very devotion-

al in his way. He maymake high
pretensions to piety and religious
feeling, but he is none the less a

nuisance, and, on the whole, dyspep- -

ii i, jjicij is as uiiucaiuiy as any timer
dyspeptic thing.

Commend us to the good-humore- d

man, who feels, in some degree, sat-

isfied with the world and his life in

it, and who thinks men and women
are generally good and pleasant
creatures, whom it is good to know

and meet; who believes they mean
well toward him, as he certainly
does toward them; who is ready to
give and take in the struggle of life

in a hearty, cheerful way, andjwho
has an unspoken sort of conviction
that it is no part of God's service to
fret and whine, and no mark of deep
piety to worry everybody into

There's little to jest about in these
things, and one may be excused for
taking the thing very soberly, and

" fighting out his small share of the
battle in a very grim sort ofjstyle.

. 'It is all dead earnest we know that
ell enough and the issue is life or

"death. ' But the bravest soldier has
always a certain cheerfulness, and

; nghts the better because he has
One needs a little ot the winejof. life

t' to strengthen hisjheart in the strug-- f

fie. He is God's soldier too, and
the issue is certain, if he keep up

; good heart and hope, and' fight away
faithfully. The spring of tears and

' laughter lie close together, and a
healthy nature originates the one as
promptly as the other.

Take it altogether, there is a good
deal to be thankful for in this life,
and there is a fair amount of right
good enjoyment to be got out of it
if one keeps his eyes open and looks
after it.

It is the peculiarity of a good-nature- d

man that does this. He can

be grim as anybody when necessary,

but he docs not think it neccssaiy to

be grim all the time. He docs not

make bedfellows of his troubles, nor

carry his sorrows and disappoint-

ments in bundles under his arm
round the streets.

It is his misfortune to be taken,

on this account, for a lifjht person
sometimes, for an unearnest man. a

man who laughs and jests, and is

"undignified."
As a matter of fact, the most earn

est men that ever have lived, the
men whose terrible earnestness has
shaken the world, have often been
brimful of good humor, of mirth,
and merry-heartednes- Luther is

an example, but only one. There
are scores. A man works best when
he works cheerily. When sailors
have a particularly heavy anchor to
weigh, or an unusually rebellious sail
to haul home on a stormy night, the
work always goes best with a song.

We believe in the good-humore-

people. We believe in their work,
in its wisdom and permanence.
They, in the long run, will win.

The despairing is half defeated al-

ready.
"A merry heart is better than

much corn and bean land," said a

man whom the world misjudged as a

jester all his life, but whose jests
were all serious w isdom. Let a man
thank God for the possession, for
the good balance of soul and body
that enables him to carry such a

heart in his breast.
Half the wrongs, miseries, and

meannesses that curse this world are
owing to the lack of this same "mer- -

ry heaart," to the jaundiced feeling'
'

that looks on the world with despair,
'

and on mankind with distrust, and
that otters a harbor in the heart for
the evil spirits of envy, complaint,
grumbling and jealousy, and all the
vile brood that go to make up that
wicked thin?,

When we come to see that good- - i

humor is a Christian duty, that a

man who is cross, snarl
ing, jealous, suspicious, complain
ing, is simply an unchristian nuis
ance, we shall have begun to find
the alphabet of Christian morals and
manners; an alphabet that a great
many Christians appear yet to need
to learn.
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12 M Fly order of the common council.
17 !W,

,7M Attest: 11. B. NBLBON,

M Auditor and Police Judge,

17 80, Astoria, Oregon, Dec. 8, 1897.
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A. ('. .SlIKMKN,

(Itiifiiil Agent, Portland, Oregon
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CITATION.

In the county roiirt of the state of Or.
rgn, far the) county of Ctntmip.

rn 4ho nuttier of the osUile of Jussirh
L M'Hirs, dntejutrd, Cltsvtlnn.

To all of the above-name- d Joseph
li. Moore, deceased, greeting)

III the name of the of Oregon,
you are tierntry Hted and required to an.
(tear In th) oonnlty court of the stats of
Oregon, for the ooimty of Clatsop, on
Monday, the third day of January, 1W8,

at 10 o'clock In the forenoon of that day,
name bring the flmt day of January term
of raid court, and then and there to show
causa If any eilst, why an order of sale
shmrtd not be mmle of the following ds.
SMtbed real erftate belonging to said de-
ceased and situated n Clatsop county,
rata of Oregon, In-w- The soiitheast

of seotlon No. i, In the town-
ship No. 6, north of range No. 7, west of
the Willamette meridian, containing '1
acres of In nd according to the prayer of
the petition of C. A Mottom, adrnlnls.
trator of said estate filed hnrrtn, pny.
Ing for such sale.

Wttne--s, the Ifon. J. Tf. D. Orviy, Judge
of the county court of ha stnte of Ore
gon, for the county of Clatsop, and the
seel of aatd court hereto eltlsed, this 34th
day of November, A. D. 1897.

Atrewt;
(Beal.)
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