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Astoria, for some vears, has_been the
largest city in the United States with-
out a railroad.  This unprogressive dis-
tinction has been due to a variety of
causes, the most prominent of whieh
wis the dependence upon the Columbia
civer. The necessity and value of a
railroad had been conceded by the most
progressive of the eitizens, amd in the
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OF conrae this arousis eorresponding
aclivity in real estate,
Next spring other and more enduring
forme of industry will spring up.
Astoria is utllnirah}y sitnated for
manufactures of various kinds, Weat
present boport a great deal that under
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| Totul tramsaetions . st o roeal, partieularly benefiting the latter

|
in enabling it to supply all the eities of |
the Willamette valley and w estern Ore
gon, both standard and narrow gange
lines, with the nearest amnd eheapest

sible ecedar, fir and maple lumler,
neluding cedar shingles: in earrying
such to and for bmilding operations in
the city of Portland, on an average
baui of 52 miles, divided beiween the
two lines, at a price cheaper ineluding
freight, than can possibly reach 'ort-
land elsewhere: in shipping cedar and
fir lumber o the eastern states, and
finally epabling the Southern Pacifi
and narrow gange lines to deliver their
valley grain and produce on a shorter
haul for ocean shipmant st Astoria to
the point of the Southern Pacific’s eon
nection near Hillsboro with the Asto-
ria and South Coast road at the same
rates of freight they now receive o
Portland. giving this company an ad-
ditional dellar per ton: large iron and
stewl wirk« as now proposed are (o be
ereclhsl al a poont on the Astoria road
trone the Sonthern or Northern Pacifie

The matter, however, did | i pear which sre the eoal and ivon

Both coal and iron will find de-
mestic market, i the city of Portland
Willamette valiey towns,
cheaper than are imported (o those
plaees from other sources, and thus mu-
tually divide freights.

1t is admitted, however, that the larg-
est foreign shipments of coal where de-
veloped, will be made to ocean ships
amd stemmers at Astoria direet over the
Astoria amd South Coast road, bacause
only nn average haul 1o Astoriaof 150
miles. For the like rerson will be
shipped from Astorin equally, to the
same extent, the foreign cargoes of ce-
dar and fir lmnber coming from oar
road o Australin, China, South Amer-
jea and varions California seaports.
The through passenger traffic between
the Astorin and South Coast road and
its own seaside resorts, whether sarried
via sorthern or Southern Pacific lines,
to and from Por land, (which is large
t-day ) must cleh-l‘:: considerably with
the future increased population of Port-
land and Astoria, and from Immigra-
tion now beingjlocated in western Or-
egzon, while the seaside coal traffic be
tween Astoria and the Clatsop sea
bathing resoris, |pru.ﬂtic'llly suburban
tor 16 miles, will be powerful feeders
to the local passenger trade.

ne logging eamps being located. not
omdy in one vieinity, but all along the
line of the Astoria and South Coast
roael tor over G miles continuously,
will make considerable local passenger
traffic o and from the citles of Portiand
and Astoria, while the interchange o
carrying ol feed, supplies, hay, oats,
ete., for horses, with the flour from the
Willamette valley to snch camps will
generate s vaiuable traffle.

The Astoris and South Coast railway
company, also contemplate placing one
steqiner carrying 4,000 tons 1o run eco-
nomically from Astoria to Vietoria and
all Puget sound port<, the time em-
ployed being only 24 hours.

It 15 believed to be 50 vears before
the finest of the cedar and fir timber,
tributary to the Astoria and South Coast
road can be exhausted, 1T must be par-
tieularly borne in mind that such timber
Iands are composed of the nicest soils in
western Oregon, free of roek, and after
an experience of 12 years thereon, have
been proved. on account of certainty of
sed rains, the most prodoctive hay amnd
dairy lands (when the hay is eut off)
on the northwest eoast. econsequently
permanently  yieldiog to the Astoria
and South Coast road a large local pro-
duce and dairy traffic, after timber re-
moved to supply the two growing eities
of Portland and Astoria and the seaside
resoris.

Lumber being the grealest local
traftic, the question arises ean the latter
on tne Astoria road compete with other
sources of supply. Timber along the
Co umbia river is so poor now, aml so
exhansted that logs cost §6 per M feel,
both at Astoria and Portland, (our twe
terminal points).  The virgin cedar and
fir forests on Astoria road are of a much
superior quality, containing 552.300 aeres

county 65,000 acres. nine-tenths timber,
s0 that while timber near Columbia
river is exhansted, logs high in price
amd inferior, that along our Astoria line
is superior and practically inexhansti-
ble. The facilities for its production
alimgside a railroad for so many miles
continuously remder the futiire earry-
ing trade in Inmber so near Astoria and
Portland a eertainty. The only ques-
tion remaining is to estimate where to
aml what are the demands.

Those of the eonl beds on upper Ne-
halem acrording to our own mining en-
gineer's report, which have been taken
ug by owners, are estimated to exeewd
fifty willions of tons, The quality is
reported to vary, but certain beds are
three to ten feet thick, and similar in
quality to the Roslyn eoal of Washing-
ton. An analysis of this upper Nel-
lem coal shows 43 per cent. of fixed ear-
bon. These mines have not yet bheen
sufficiently opened up to demonstrate
the quality {ur sleam purposes or Lo
whai extent the carrying trade will be
for same, but there is no question that
the guantities are unlimited. So with
the iron ore, a company (o operate
which and to erect works upon a large
scale contignous to the Astoria and
South Coast railway is now being or-
ganized, the assay having demonstrated
the ore to yield 52 per cent. of ore iron.

These coal beds have been found near
the head waters or rather beyond the
~outh fork of the Lewis and Clarke's
and adjacent to main line of railway
now being eonstructed, extending from
thenee to the Nehalem river ore of firs:-
elass quality, and their distance, 38 to
40 miles from Astoria, renders this ore
valuable for cheap shipment to San
Franecisen. An analysis of the coal has
been made, not only by the assayers of
the U. 5. Smithsonlan Institution, at
Washington. I). C,and by them is re-
ported exeellent, yielding 48 per cent.
of fixedd earbon, but the fullouinp‘ report
of analysis made by Henry C. Hanks,
of San_ Franeisco, indieate that these
veins of lower Nehaism coal will event-
aally be of more valve to Astoria, when
developed than all tae grain trade of
Uregon.

REPORT OF AN ANALYFIS OF THE COAL

1 find this lower Nehalem ccal to be
remarkably good. It has a biacrk streak
of powder in which it differs from the
common lignites of the Pacifie coast.
It cokes finely and has bat small ash,
Its only objection is 13 per cent. of wa-
ter, which will be less as you go down
the vein. There are peculiarities about
this eoal that lead me to belleve that it
is true or carboniferous coal. If in
large quantities it eannot fail to be of
great commercial value.

The following is my analysis:

Fixed carbom......
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Ash

in Clatsop eounty, and in Columbin

Of the thousard square miles of Clat-

lzop surfaee, fully (wo-thirds is cov-
eved with a luxuriant  growth of
valuable timber. mostly of the

con erfious variety., ‘This timber con-

sists maainly ot yellow amd red fir,
spruce, hemloek, and cedar.  All
of these are of great value, and are ea-

able of being worked into & variety of
peautiful forms, ‘The counrly is eut up
by bays and navigable nvers, so that
wgging i= easily carried on, there being
no Ditheulty in getting logs to tide wa-
ter frome any part of the ecounty. In
this connection it may also be said that
no log need ever be low od agmnst the
tide to Astoria.

Al tides and eurrents lead toward
Astoria. It is the natural entrepot for
the lumber of (e entire region of the
lower Columbia, and logs can be deliv-
eredd here for one dollar a thousand less
than 2t any other point on the Columbia
Tiver.

The vellow fir, and other lumber of
this region commanids the highest price
wherever offered in competitive sale,
For some purposes it is inva‘uable and
wherever- length, streneth, durability
and toughiness are vequired, it is eagerly

Citing within bounds ot the lum-
ber surreamding vs, it often seems hike
exaggerdiion w peop'e unfamiliar with
the timber of northwestern Oregon.
Areas of trees that include miles square
in extent can be found where they run
from eigh2en to twenty-six feet in cir-
evmierence, and standing two hundred
feet and upward in height. Many of
these hoge trees run up with very little
taper, & hundred feet without @ limb,
and they will seale away up in the thou-
sands.

The following from the Northwestern
Lumberman in this regard is valuable:

*In Mr. Weyerhauser's opimon we
have in this joeality no pine to at all
compare with the Pacifie coast fir, when
it eomes to the matter of bridge timbers,
amd the vellow cedar whoeh grows out
on the Pacifie coast about the same size
as our pine, lie thinks makes even bet-
ter finishungs than the pme, and is vast-
Iy better than the California redwood
becanse it is harder. This infon
from Mr. Weyerhauser ought to val-
nabie.”

=1 heard an incidext the other day
which is calenlated to demonstrate how
the Parcific eoast pine is likely 1o figure
in the bridge building along the west-
ern railroads in the very near future.
Wm. Melptyre, the railroad builder,
was putting in a piece of road down in
Kansas, Hle got prices on l6-foot tim-
Lers i this market, and from out on the
ecoast. and investigated freights enough
to tind thet there was an sdvantage of
$1 per thousand in favor of the Missis-
sippt proe. But it 1s s easy W furnish
long timbers out on  the Pacific coast
as it s short, and in a happy mo-
ment he asked the miilroad company if
they would give any wore for 32-Tout
12x12s than for 16-foot of the same size.
He found he eonld get 84 a thousand
more, paid the $1 disadvantage in
freight and p wketed a profit of $3 a
thousand on all the lumber he ran in”

There are thonsands of quarter see-
tions in this county, the lumber on
which will go as high as ten million
feet, and a “timber claim™ is not consid-
eresd at all desiraly’e, if there is not six
million feet of good lnmber on it. At
the moderate price of one dollar a thou-
sand el stumpage, it ean easily be
seen what sueh o timber elaim is worth,
and as the supply in the states east of
the Mississippm gives out, the Pacifie
const timber will berome correspomd-
ingly more valuable. A good many
people appear to lave realized this, and
in the last two yvears there has been
such a rush for thmber land, that the
land office officials have been nnable to
keep up witn the filings. While many
of t[:m claims have been taken up by
residents, and hona fide purchasers, it
is believed that a large proportion have
been ueqdred more with a view to fm-
mediaie disposition, than with any in-
tention of permanent retention.

The annnal output of all the loeting
camps inthis vicinity, is about 100,000,000
feet. AL this rate the | nd would not be
denuded of its timber in the next hnoe-
dred years: with inereased facilities for
transportation, however, it is probable
that the aszregate of the annual eat
will be grently  inerensed. Already
large guan are being sent enst as
far as Denver. Colorado, amd as soon as
railroaed tramsit is seeured here, the
I-m-m turiff, which i= practically pro-
ribitive, witl yield to more equable
terms, and eompetition made possible.
All these billions of feet of fine timber
are tributary to Astoria and will find a
market at this port.

ABSENCE OF THE Tk BEEDO.
Prominent among the advantages of
this port is the absenee of the teredo.
This inseet is the dread of all builders
of docks and wharves. It is a small
marine worm with a deviee in its head
that enables it to bore and honeycomb
ship timber, and speedily render it
worthless. Millions of dollars’ werth
of property are annually jeopardized in
other Pacific coast ports by the pres-
enee of this pernicious insect. At San
Franciseo, Tacoma, Seattle, San  Diego,
and other places, to annuallv renew

piles, ete., entails a Ilu\‘geémt!ay. All
sorts of processes have n tried, but

none have given satisfaction. The in-
sidivns teredo works ite way through
coating and sheathing and in a compar-
atively brisf space of time the piles
must be renewed, or the entire struet-
nre will fall into the water. No such
disadvantage exists at Astoria.

IT IS THE ONLY OCEAN HARBOR ON THE
PACIFIC COAST WIHERE THE
TEREDO CANXNOT BE
FOUND.

This is worth & million dollars a year
ut present, and will be worth ten mill-
ions a year in the future, to this port.

Piles driven at the eity front twenty-
five years ago, were lately removed, and
upon sawing them through, it was
foundd that, with the exception of the
natural abrasion eaused by the dash-
ing of the watei, the piles were as
sound and as strong as when driven a
quarter of a century before. Half an
inch in from the surface of the piles,

the wood was perfectly solid, and unaf-
fevted.

This is a most important item, and
one that eannot be too strongly placed
before those contemplating the erection
of ducks and wharves along our eight
miles of deep water frontage. It is a
statement that can with truth be made
of no other port on this eoast. In this
as in other regards, Astoria is pre-emi-
nent, and has saperior advantages to
adventitions or rival elaimants to the

natural advantages she possesses.

Deal only in first-class Property, which we buy
and sell on commission.  Orders sent us to buy or sell
will be specially guaranteed when so required. We
have for sale choice inside City Lots from $400 up to

$10,000. Suburban property in Hustler & Aiken’s
Addition, less than 1 mile from the Postoffice.

——
e ——————

Astoria Real Estate Go.,

First Door South of Odd Fellows Building,
Cass Street, Astoria, Oregon.

J.H.D.GRAY, - Manager.

Also, in Warrenton, the location of the ma-
chine shops and round houses of the Astoria & South
Coast Railroad, and the north half of Clatsop Junc-
tion or Clatsop City, which will be one of the finest
seaside resorts on the coast. Also, South Astoria
acreage and farm property.

For choice bargains call at our office.
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