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Tar legislatures of a majority of
the states are now in session, and for
saveral weeks will be at work or at
play, making and nnmaking the laws
which most eoncern the peopla. That
much corraption will characterize
these bodies during the discharge of
their high functions, says the 8. F.
Alta, we have no doubt. With the
propagation of the theory that an act
of the legislature can do everything
except change & woman to 8 msn, has
grown the opportunity to make “busi-
ness” of legislation. The tendency to
invade individoal affairs by legisla-
tion is still on the increase. It has
been discovered that one man's bus-
iness may be invaded upon the rea.
sonable pretext of protecting another
man's rights. And it has also been
discovered that very often the man
who i5 threatened with invasion is
willing lo pay for immunity., These
cognate facts have no doubt ealled
into publie life many who never sus-
pected before that they had in themr
capacity for statesmanship, Bat
when they try that ocenpation they
surprise themselves and frequently
astonish the publie by their snceass,
Our institutions seem to have beem
invigorated to the point of withstand-
ing an immense amount of amatenr
and practical statesmanship, ol which
the state legislatures are at once the
schooljand the theater. We use the
word “practical” to dislinguish the
sequisitive Jvariety of statesmaunship
from the theoretical, whioh considers
a few great and simple principles of
government, applies them to human
affairs and there stops. This latter
variety is kept greatly in check by
modern political methods, and those
who still hold to it are regarded as
far behind the times. Principles are
not regarded as the equal of converti-
ble securities in determining the pro-
priety or the impropriety of any pro-
posed legislation. The people who
are interested have fallen into the
habit of preventing all the adverse
legislation they can stop by notation
and npumeration, and trust to the
courts fo descon the rest.

There should be =a better state of
gffairs. Legislation should be more
intelligent in proportion to its volume,
snd the opportunity to pass laws
should not so often be seized by law-
makers to advanes their personal for-
tunes ; but really there is no remedy
exoept such as must come by indaoe-
ing better and busier men to take part
in legislation. As things go now the
newspapers support the nominees for
legislative office, and during a cam-
paign they are represented by the re-
spective party organs as vestsl in

gir public morals and mon of high
forshead. This is at a time when
they are considered individually.
They are elected and then they fuse
into 8 mass. They are the legisla.
ture, and before that body meets the
same newspapers daily announce it to
be in an advanced state of decompo-
sition. By the time its honses huve
been called to order the press has
made them aboutJas disreputable as
it they were [for assigantion
instead of legislation. The
papers see corruplion in  every-
thing from the reading of the jour-
nal to the appointment of a page, and
the effect is to discournge

news-

and dis.

countenance the men who vagist to be
in a law-making body, who lave per-
sonal pride and sell-recpect lo be

wounded by wholesale accusations
and nunjust saspicions; while those
who onght not to be in a legislature
ut all find there most efficient protee-
tion to rascality in the undiserimi-
nating censure which is kept on tap
from the opening to ths closa of a
session.

The press has mnde the nnfortunate
discovery that people wonld rather
read mean things than good about
each other.

The genius of journalism is;no lon-
ger represented by the philosopher,
writing wisdom by the light of the
attio lamp, nor even by Mercury
bringing news, but by Ishmael with
his hand against every man. And it
is to Tshmaelism incarnate that we
owe the progressive degradation of
public character. The eapital qualifi-
cation for many responsible places in
public life is no longer a trained mind,
but a thick hide, and it is no wonder
that such places are filled by men
“whose talents are therefore skin deep.
Public duty has come to mean per-
sonal disgrace to the men who are by
far the best fitted for it, and so they
stay in bhonorable retirement.

In a majority of'states at this mo-
ment the press is holding up the leg-
islatere(to exeoration as a publio spec-
tacle, but does any one stop to reflect
bow long this can last without out-
lasting our free institutions? The
laws affecting life, liberty and prop-
erty, the domestic relations and the
personal concerns of the whole peo-

ple, are the work of these legislatures,
and if they be such bodies as they are
represented to be, the statntes that
come throngh {hem must partake
largely of the nature of sewage.
Somewhat extended opportunities
for observation lead us to bélieve that
the press overdraws the facts and un-
duly enlarges the shadows which they
cast. But whether this or not, the
Ishmalite policy will never reform
legislatures nor anything else.

PreraraTions %ave been ocom-
menced for the rasing of the steam
schooner Leo, which was wrecked at
Port Houghton bay, Alaska, on No-
vember 28th. The purser, I.. T, Fish-
er, went up from Seattle on the last
trip of the Jdalo, tsking with bim
150 barrels and other sppliances with
which to raise the vessel. The An-
con, which arrived at the Sound after
the Idaho's departure, reported the
Leo lying quite easily, only the
smokestack being visible above the
water.

Gov. SBwixerogp, of Alaska, esti-
mates the annual resoureces of the ter
ritory at abont £9,000,000, divided as
follows: Fisheries, ££000,000; min-
erals, $2.000,000; all other resources,
£3.000,000. He urges the develop-
ment of the territory’s mines, espe-
cially of coal, which he cleims exists
there in large quantities, naval ves-
sels frequently coalmg-up there with
native coal.

Mags. Bnmn of Fair Haven, Conn.,
told her husband to go for a doctor
for their sick daughter. Being in-
different he delegated the duty to a
street car driver. When Brown got
back the child was dead. Two days
after Mrs. Brown was on her death
bed. Mr. Brown got on his knees and
begged his wife's forgiveness. “No"
was the last word she utiered.

A F. Puarr, of San Franciseo, is
in Portland. He says that he has
been furnished free with a ten-years'
lease of a site and water power at Or-
egon city sufficient to accommodate a
nail factory capable of ‘turning out
30) kegs of nails per day, The com-
pany he represents has a capital of
$100,000 and will expend 850,000 on
buildings and machinsery.

— —

Four thousand men have been
thrown out of employment by the
stoppage of work by two large con-
tractors engaged on the Panama ca.
nal. It is expected that the canal
company will immediately continue
the work, re-engaging the discharged
workmen.

A Panis letter says the whole of
De Lessep's fortune disappeared in
Panams, and in addition he has per-
sonally accepted huge bills to keep
the works going. His health bas re-
ceived a tremendous shock, and re-
port says he passes all his time weep-
ing.

Usper the terms of a will left by
an Towa man, the same gold wateh
was left to thirteen different persous.
He was not friendly with any of them,
and he probably did it, hoping they
wouald fight each other, which they
are doing in a lively manner,

Tue greatest national debt among
the nations of the globs is borne by
France. It is about $6250,000,000,
Russia comes next with $3,600,000,-
000; then England with $3,560,000,000;
Austro-Hungary with $2 485 000,000;
Ttaly with 82.225,000,000.

Ix New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Indiana, Missouri, Maine, Michigml
and Tllinois ballot reform bills are
either pending before the legislutures
or ara ready for introduotion.

Six thonsand dollars is the figure
the Ban Froncisco supervisor is
quoted at now, when his vote is nee-
essary to the granting of special privi-
leges. They come high, but the pur-
chasers must have "em.

Parveny will be financially ruined
by the Londen Times suits, but mor-
slly and politically he will be vindi-
cated and euriched. In the words of
“Richelien,” he may safely “appesl |85
from kings to time.”

“Tae Warpes" is the title of a man

by helping home government officials
who have taken too much budge. He
is often presented with heavy tips by
grateful inebriates.

Sehooners For The Seal Fisherien,

Captam 0. E. Raynor, of the
schooner Algar arrived by the San
Francisco steamer yesterday. Capt.
Raynor reports that fifteen vesaels
are being fitted out in San Francisco
for the sealing sesson in the north,
one of them having already left
Nine vessels were fitted ont last year
at this time, and the increase this
year shows that (better treatment is
expected than was experienced last
season.

The schooner Venture, of this port,
will sail north on or about the 28th
inst., as sll her stores have been
stowed except & supply of corned
beef. The entire crew and hunters
bave been sngaged.—Seaftle Post-

Intelligencer, 25.

in Washington who makes his living |)

PrizApeLrHIA, Jan. 23.—A dis-
patch from the university of Penn-
n}lmmn exploring expedition says
they have arrived after much diffiounl-
ty. They are now not far from the
site of aucient Babylon. It is ex-
pected that excavations will begin at
onoce. The sultan's permit only al-
lows excavations for antignities, but
does not sllow them to be oarrisd ount
of the conntry.

M'PHERSON ELEOTED.

Trestox, N. J., Jan. 23 —The leg-
ialature in joint session to-dsy for-
mally declsred McPherson to be
alected to the U. S. senate.

CULLOM ELECTED,

Serixarieny, Illa, Jan. 23 —The
re-electiou of Senator Cuallom was
E}or‘mnlly deeclared in joint session to-

ay.

GOFF NEEDED FOUR MORE

Cuanrestos, W. Vo, Jan., 23 —The
legislature in joint session took one
ballot for U, 8. senator. The result
was Goff, Republican, 41 votes: Ken-
ns, Democrat, 25; with 25 scattering.

PLUMB ELECTED,

‘Torexa, Kas., Jan. 23.—The legis-
Iatare to day upanimously re-elected
Plumb U. 8. senator,

GRAVE RECOMMENDATIONS.

Cricaco, Jan. —Supt. Wald-
herim of the cemetery in which the
executed anarchists were baried has
written to the trustees that it will be
neceasary bereafter to exolnde an-
arohists from going there in bodies
on anniversaries of the exeontion on
the ground that lot ownera seriously
object. He recommends that here-
after only releatives of dead be al-
lowed admittance.

————————

The Site For The Naval Station.

In a few days the United States
commission to report on the best lo-
eation for & first-class naval station
on this upper coast will arrive, and
before its tonr of inspection is over,
no effort shonld be spared to place
before it every argument io favor of
the Columbia being preferred to
Pnget sound. The chiel objection
that the bar presents a serions obsta
cle eshonld be met with the response,
that before long it will be so much
improved that vessels of the largest
gize will ensily be able to enter withont
any fear of danger. The advantages
of a naval station that can be so
easily defended in case of war need
pot be pointed out, aud deep fresh
water will do away with dry-docking
for freeing the bottomaz of vessels
from barnacles. On the Sound the
on'y way to obtain fresh water would
be to have two canals cat between it
and laske Washingion, at an esti-
mated expense of nearly $5,000,000.
As Eogland holds the key to the
entrance to Puget sounnd, there will
probably be a naval station up there
of some kind,"but the headqunarters of
the Americap squadron on the upper
coast shonld be on the mighty Co-
lumbia.—Portland Journal of Com-
merce.,
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Help, Wants, Busmess Noluces.
T\H} YOUNG WOMEN want waching. .

‘VILL THE GENTLEMAN who left his
stomach for analysis please call and
get it, together with the resuit?

W

I_,‘uli RENT. a fioe, alry, well-furoished
bed-room for a gentlemm twelve feet
square.

W

ICKETS, 20 e¢enta ; children, half price,
to be had ut the cuptain's office,

U 5T RECEIVED, a fine lot of live rabbits
Persons purchasing the same will be
skinned and cleaned while they walt,

A Sound lLegal Opinfon.

E. Bainbridge Munday I“V.i County
Atty., Cin 519 Texas says: “Haveused
Electrie Bitters with most happy re-
sults. My brother also was very low
witn Malarial Fever and Jaundice, but
was cured by timely use of this medi-
cine. Am sztisfied Electric Bitters
saved his life.”

Mr. D. 1. Wilcoxson, of Ilorse Caw.
Ky., ndds a like testimony, saying:
p«mnei; believes he would have dlrd
had it not been for Eleetric Bitters.

This great remedy will ward off,
well as cure all Malaria Diseases, lnd
for all Kidney, Liver and Stomach Dis-
orders stands unequaled. Price 50 cents
and &1, at Jno C. Dement’s,

ANTED, a young man totake charge of
horses of & religious turn of mind.

ANTED, & woman te wash, lron and

milk one or two cows,

" NEW TO-DAY,

Il S. Government Aucﬂou Sale.
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 11 A. M.

At Capt. J. C. Hustler's Wharf.

Iustructed by Capt. U. Sebrea, 1 will sell
at Public auction, to the heal bldders for
cash in haud on &.ny of , the following
de-cribed publie pmperrr no louur re-
qnired for Light House pu

Lot 1, Yellow matal nalls, &e, (nbout s1m
1bs.) Lot 2. Bope, (about 12,000 1bs) Lot 8,
Sails, &c, (abont 1570 1bs.) Lot 4, Cast iron,
(about 2440 Ibs) Lot B, “wu sht Imu

(abrat 3,300 1bs] Lot 4, 3 z
?.Juot imu:t 7, Brass and F' ‘opper mut

um 8, Emp:y

canA, {nbour.lw

hhlq (about m»
Is) Lot

ers. (eurk), (about
E- mineral oil
Lot 10,

lard oll
Lot 11, L‘:r: 5

oll, (about 50
Clrrul: Ing pump. Lot 13,
Lot 14, Whals boat. Lot 15,
E. C. HOL DEN, Auctioneer.
N.B. The prnumy ts now Innded at Capt.
Hustler's Warebousa and cau be ezamiued
by intending biddars,

Notice.
BID* WILL BE RECEIVED UNTIL
driving, or setting u

ruesday, January th, "s9, for th

p, or both, as may be

uired. for 400 splies—more "orless: the

sl e by o e Conn
e elc, a £ nn

or ¥ W. Newell, = oY

ASTORIA ST. R"Y CO.

Wanted.

SPILES, MOKE OR LESS, TO BE
del lnm.l st annrln
T «HIA ST. R'Y CO.

For Rent.

FUR‘I ISHED ROOM. INQUIRE AT THE
»one door south of THE ASTORI-
AN Office.

400

For Sale.

O\Ue‘. TUBULAR BOILER, 835 INCHRES
diam., 121t long, wllh smokestack, em.
Saven Fishing boats, grar compiete,
One Sloop 22 1§, lung.urt.hun with cablin
bullt In 15838, Can examined atmy can-
nerylntlp;urum

WM, D, SMITH,

Astoris, Jun, 22, 1389

“

LAST NIGET'S DISPATOHES.

o Satisfaction Guaranteed Customers

(2]

1889.

Gity Boo

18869.

k Store.

BOOKS, ST

We Carry the Largest Sto

ATIONERY,

VARIETY GOODS,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

¢k on the Colnmbia River.

PIANOS and ORGANS.

Musical Goods of Ail Kinds.

Griffin & Reed.

Received fresh

FOR SALE.

CANNERY MACHINERY!

)
LL IN FIRT-CLASS OBEDER. In wse
one season.

1 Horlaonial steam Engine,
(Bx10 eyiluder.}

1 Cameron Pump, No. 1,

1 Large Soldering !lnrhl.lu-

1 =mall e

120 Large Conlers. perfect order.

1 West Crimper,

? pr, Sgquare mhears,

1Tin Former.

1 “Bllss” Fress.
Apply to

ELMORE, SANBORN & CO.

Theo. Bracker.

Wholesale and Retall Dealer in

M EERSCHAUM.
Wood and Clay Pipes, Playing Oards,
CUTLERY AND NOTIONS,

This being a branch of the We-enfeld,
Smith Company, Importers and Whole
sale Deaters in Portland, I can sell to the |

ﬁn Frauncisco rates,

Seamde Ba.kery

Best Milk Bread aud
CAKES OF ALL KINDS.

Manufacturers of Fine Candies,
—AND—
Ornamental Confectionery

And Ice Creams.

Wholessls and Retall Dealer In Candles,
JOHNRON, BRON,

CANDY Msanufactured and For Sale at

Wholesale Prices, at

The Oregon Bakery
A. A. CLEVELAND, Prop’r.

Good Bread, Cake and Pastry

None but the Best Materials Used,

Bread delivered In any part of the elty.

Van Dusen & Co.

DEALERS IN

Hardware and Ship Chandlery,
Pllu lﬂlbari ht Varnish,

Canvas,
n.m Sail 'ruin
I:othn Sail Twlm.

Lard. Oil,
Wrought Iron Spikes,
Galvanized Cut Nails.

Agriculinral llgmimb‘!em
Grrooerxi

e, Hto,

CIGARS, TOBACCO,

Traae and other eustomers at Portland and |

A V. ALLEN,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN

Groceries, Provisions and Mill Feed.
Crockery, Glass

——— —
The Largest and finest aasortment of

Fresh Fruits and Tegetables.

'§ Plated Ware.

every Steamer.

e THE——

DIAMOND PALACE!
GUSTAY HANSEN, Prop'r.
A Large and Well Selected Stock of Fine

Diamonds £ Jewelry

At Extremely Low Prices,

All Goods Dought at This Establishment
Warranted Genuine.
Waich and Clock Repairing

A SPECIALTY.
Cass and BSquemoqua Streets

Stoves

Comer

JOHN A.
MONTCOMERY
Has a FirstClass

S8TOCK.

SOAD}S

Stoves
!J .C. CLINTON

GEALER IX

CICARS AND TOBACCCOC,
| PRUITS. NUTS,
|Cnndm.-u. Smokers’ Articles,
New Goods Beeelved Duily
Dpposiie Cliy Bouvk mtoe.

Eto

e —

co TO

‘Thompson & Ross
And get some of those No, One

California Canned Fruits
AND VECQETABLES.

We Are Selling Cheap

For Sale—Seaside Lots.

OICE LOTH IN MULKEY'S ADDI-
::u:tto(m?;l}mret{ur;dr upoR reg.
sonahie term< Now |s the to bu -
fore the boom. Apply &) o - un
GE), NXOLAND,
Or C, it. Thomson,

Net Floats

IN LOTS TO SUIT AND OF THE
BEST QUALITY,

WILSON & FISHER'S

At

To Canners.

Jensen’s Patented Can Capping
Machine.

Wili Cep and Crimp 98 CAYS per MINUTE.

Tt hagproved to Hedues the Leakaze more

than 80 rer cent. 1 »s than hapd rais
Price, $800. Orders mpl?zd wiat:hpl:;

The Jensen Can-Filling Machine Co,

Opposite Occident Hotel,

THE NEW YORK NOVELTY STORE,

Flavel's New Briclk Bu! lding,

ASTOKIA, OREGON.

-

Next Door

Good as iie

u

Lo Postoffice.

Best

Low as the Lowest

—

StrikeltRich!

—BOY YOUH—

Groceries § mes.ons

PRy,

Fuard & Stokes

Their largely Incre asiug trade enab'es
them to sell 51 the very Jowest marudn
of profit white givitne you gools
that are of first cluss quality

Goods Delivered All Over the City, |
The nghsst Price Fall [or Junk, |

GELO F. PARKER. CAHRL A. HANBON

Parker & Hanson

SUCCE=SORS TO

C L. PARKER,

DEALKRS IN
CENERALMERCHANDISE

 New Goods Arriving Every Steamer
TIIS WEEK,

:5 000 Yards Ribbon

The Old Stand - Astoria Oregou.

HAVE NO

E FOUNDE

GRAND PRIX

GRAND CROSS OF THE
They reccl

ONLY GOL

London Fisheries

INTERNATIONAL

Than the goode

Irish Flax Threads §

EQUAL !

mususauau IRELAND,

0. 1784, §

PARIS 1878,

—AND—

LEGION D'HONNEUR.
ved the

D MEDAL

For FLAX THREADS nt the

Exhibition 1883.

And bure been awnrded HIGHER PRIZES at the various

EXPOSITIONS,

of any gther

THREAD MANUFACTURERS
IN THE WORLD.

Quality Can Always be Depended on.

517 and 519 Market Street,
ACENTS FOR PA

n Hand.

T to order at

TING Constant!
RAPS fu.m.iahkx

Experienced Fishermen Use no Oter.

HENRY DOYLE & CO.,

SAN FRANCISCO.
CIFIC COAST.

WOODBERRY SEINE TWINE, ROPE and NET-

SEINES, POUNDS and
Lowost l'actory Pﬂou.




