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THE GOVKitXJlE.N T TELCUUAl'M.

Whit Different Leailic P.iper? Think of
The Propuvnl Measure. ""

The idea of poatal telegraphy im
pliea one of two things that the gov
eminent sh-1- 1 buy existing lins, pa:-ent- s

ami plant, at a fair valuation, or
that it shall constrnct new hues.
There arc objections to either plan,
and there is one strong objection
which holds good against both. This
is that any system of postal tele-
graphy involves the creation of new
government machinery and a very
considerable addition to the force o'f
government officials. It would be, it
seems to us, worth while to deter-
mine, before any scueme for govern-
ment telegraphy is adopted, whether
there is not a simpler way of reaching
the result desired. There are people
who imagine that it would be a good
thiug if the government were to own
and operate all our vast network ot
railways. Most moderate men, how-
ever, are convinced that the regula-
tion of railways by state commissions,
so far as their powers go, and then by
the interstate commerce commission,
is as far as it is wise to go. It is
timely to inquire whether a system
which worta well with the railroads
might not, with some necessary mod
ideations, work well with the tele-
graph; whether, in a word, instead of
buying up or building telegraph lines,
it might not be better to attempt to
regulate them on principles substan
tially identical with those which are
the basis of the interstate commerce
bill. Boston Journal (Hep.).

As for the talk of communism in
urging the government to relieve the
public from a monopoly, it is simply
audacious. The government now
conducts the letter-carryin- g service,
and it needs no active imagination to
fancy the tumult of popular feeling
if a proposition were made to abolish
the postolhce department and trans-
fer its functions to Mr. Gould or am
other m&nopohst. Why should not
the government conduct also the tel
egraph service of the people? In
Ureat .Britain and other liiiropeau
countries tuis is done. The result is
safety, privacy, expedition and low
rates. With less telegraphing in
Great Britain than in the United
States there is a popular government
rate of twelve cents per message,
where hero the lowest rates range
twenty-fiv- e cents to fifty cents. If
the proposition were sligdtly altered

if it were changed so as to cover the
purchase by the government of the
Western Onion lines for SlUD.OiW.OiW
in place of the building ot a compet
ing 83'stem at one-fourt- h the cos- t-
some of these congressmen who are
now talkiug in opposition would soon
enough find or be furnished with rea-
sons to favor the schema The pub
lie will not stand that. It will not
consent to an exchange of its cash for
the millions of water which, first, the
Vanderbilts, and afterward Gould, in
jeeted into the capitalization of the
Western Union. The public will
watch with anxious interest the atti-
tude of every public man of note 011

this question of the hour. PitU-bur- g

Dispatch (Intl.).
As a business proposition no one

will say that it is right for the gov
eminent to go into competition with
private citizens in any of the legiti
mate industries in which men gam a
livelihood. Iu such a case there
could be no competition, for the indi-
vidual could not compete against the
nation. The Knights and everybodj
else feel that the business of tele-
graphing by means of the combina-
tion of immense capital is con-
ducted on greedy principles, being
little less than licensed robbery, but
the evil of which all now compl.nu is
les3 than would bo that of govern-
ment control of the business. If the
people cauuot be protected from the
rapacity of corporations and the
greed of monopolies by legislation,
they had better eudtire the ills the
have than invite worse ones. bait
Lake Herald (Bern.).

Every Democrat should oppose
such a 6cheme, because it wouhl
greatly increase the number of the
government offices, increase its pat-
ronage, an J thus its power at the ex-
pense of the people. Aud certainly
no civil service reformer can support
it as long as the government oiiicei
are looked upon as the legitimate
plunder and perquisites of spoils pol
iticians. When all the government
offices save the few most important
ones have been brcugiit fully under
tho operation of the civil service law,
then one at least of the objections of
the government telegraph control
would be removed; but until then no
reformer will consent to see from 30,-00- 9

to 50,000 more appointments made
a part of the spoils machine. Flori-
da Times-Unio- n (Bern.).

Government in the United States
was not established for such postal
telegraphy, nor for any postal tel-
egraphy whatever. It was established
for tue protection of life, libertv and
property, and for nothing else. The
.Declaration or independence and the
constitution, which are our funda
mental law, make our government a
protector, not a guardian. The poo- -

pie uont wanr guardianship, They
can attend to their own teleuranhinf.
And they demand of the politicians
who are endeavorinu to nervert thn
functions of the government to keep
their hands off their affairs. New
xom (Uem,).

There are numbers of people who
want, or think they want a good
many thingswhen the trouble with
them is tuat they already have too
much and they are unable to deal in
an intelligent war with wlmt tJiav
have. The promiscuous signers of a
petition tnat congress shall nroceed
to give us a government system of
telegraph, have about as much idea
of what they are after or what tbey
will get if, unhappily, they should get
what they ask for, ns tho average an-
archist baa of what liberty is, or of
Trhat would become of him if anarchy

should prevail. Norfolk Landmark
(Bern.).

The proposition that tho crovern- -
ment assume control of the telegraph
sysieia of the country b" operating a
ivs'eai of postal telegraph is being
generally discussed by the press and
commented upon by 'prominent men.
It meets with tho hearty indorsement
ot the public miud, as expressed iu
mo columns of tue press and with
but few exceptions the newspapers of
the country are united in the opinion
that ihe present system is by no
neans in keeping with the spirit of

our institutions nor the demand of
the public for cheap facilities for
postal intercourse. There is no rea-
son whatever why an American citi
zen should be compelled to pay a
rate of five times as much as an En-
glishman would, in their respective
countries, for the transmission of
similar messages by telegraph. It is
a burning outrage that our govern-
ment should sit serenely by and seu
the great masses of its people paying
extortionate demands for the use of
pnblic conveniences which should be
under government supervision or di-
rection, and the free use of which in
other countries is placed within the'
means of tho wholo country. Allan
tu Constitution (Bern.).

The lucreasCj-of-patronag- a bugaboo
amounts to nothing; is a mere ex-
cuse for keeping a greedy monopoly
in existence. Tho people are not
likely to bo frightened from the pur-
suit ot their interests by being told
that their government cannot man-
age the telepraph operators as easily
as it does the department clerks, the
mail clerks, tho signal service force,
and so on. The pretense of fear that
dispatches would be tampered with
and manipulated iu time3of political
excitement in the interest of the par-
ty in power applies with equal force
to the postal department- - It is mere
ly a general slander of the govern-
ment and not worth a moment's
thought. The talk about the justice
of "taxiug tho people for the benefit
ef tho comparatively few who use the
telegraph" comes with ill crnce from
the organs of the greedy Western
Union monopoly, which yearly
squeezes millions from the people to
pay iuterest on bonds and dividends
on stocks that represent nothing but
wind or water. Chattanooga Times
(Bern.).

We have already over one hundred
thousand office holders. To supple-
ment this number with a hundred
thousand more in the course of a few
years by the government's control of
tho telegraphic system is a proposi
tion which no lover of our country
should entertain. With government
espionage over the social, commercial
and political messages, and a censor-
ship, so to speak, over the news serv-
ice of the press which the control of
the telegraph would give, a corrupt
party in power could defeat the will
of lbs people and hold control of the
uovemment against the majority.
Goveanment control of the telegraph
is an evil that must be avoided. It
would lead to corruption of the pub-
lic service and would afford great
temptations for crimes ngainat the
busiuessof the citizen and the liberties
if the people who enjov the blessings

of free government. Atlanta, Ua.,
UhronicleUJcm.).
, A government telegraph would be
a tremendous undertaking in any
case, even if existing lines could be
bought for a reasonable sum, and if
they could not be so bought it would
be an undertaking involving the use-
less loss of a vast amount of property.
Before the government takes hold of
my such undertaking, it should se-
riously be considered whether a tele-
graph service quite as cheap and ef-
ficient c.inuot be obtained from the
Western Union monopoly by govern-
ment regulation, as iu the case of the
railroads. Springfield Republican
Jlep.).

The people want a cheap system of
telegraph aud they ought to have it"
It is all very well talk abont private
eompetiou, aud the situation is such
fiat there can be none. Whan pri-
vate competition becomes impossible
it is tho duty of the government to
intervene in the interests of the peo-
ple, who will not feel ular.aed over
any "socialistic" aspect such inter
vo'ition may tajte on. Cleveland
Plain B.aler (Dem.).

There are now about 1.000,000 em-
ployes iu all grades of the postal
service. To extend postal telegraphy
to all parts of the United States and
ranko it coincide with the present
postal service would require as many
iHjre employes, if not an even greater
aJditioi to tlio department. The
strain of such duplication of the
service is something to make even
tile most sanguine believer in postal
telegi aphy pause. Wash inyton Star
(l ML).

Tho true remedy for tho evils of
tho present telegraph monopoly is
competion by private individuals,
not by the government; and although
there seems to be no present prospect
of such competition throughout the
couutry there are still one or two
companies not controlled by tho
Western Union, and the spirit of com-
petition is not yet crushed out of
existence. Kansas City Journal
(Rep.).

There is no doubt, as Ingersoll re-
cently declared, that no moro dan-
gerous a monopoly could exist than
the concentration of all the telegraph
lines in the country in one maa's
hands, nnd it is quite probable that
the only solution of the question is
in government telegraphy; but if tho
government does decide to go into
the business it should do it from tho
start and build its own lines. St.
Paul Globe (Bern.),

Just now the advocates of a postal
telegraph system aro loud in their
praise of that plan., Bnt thoy seem
to overlook its weak points. "In the
first place it is a socialistic scheme,
such as only obtain in monarchies.
Its logical end is in a strongly cen-
tralized and paternalistic government.

Cleveland Leader (Rep.).

Every mother is interested in know-
ing that a special preparation for chil-
dren, called-"Tli- Child's Cough Syrup"

t now for sale only at Dement's drug
J store.

"WITH BUBBLING GROAN I"

A Fatal Sense or Security Awfully
Realized at Sea.

"A wet sheet nd a flowing sea, a breeze that
follows fast."

From his look-o- ut the faithful old
captain of yonder merchantmancasts
an uneasy glance at the distant
horizon. See ! yonder a small speak
of cloud "no larger than a manjs
hand." He watches it with his
piercing eye for a few moments, then
reaches for his long eyeglass. To his
experienced view, this harmless
little cloud betokens danger.

Across his bronzed face there comes
a look of determination, and, with
quick orders to the seamen, the craft
is put about and all sail made for the
nearest harbor, where in apparent
safety the anchor is dropped, and the
hai dy mariners watch tho approach-in- s

storm with defiane'e!
The storm bursts!
The decks have been cleared, the

sails close furled, and all ordinary
preparations made for an emergency.

The storm increases but all teems
cafe.

But see ! the vessel gives a sudden
lurch, turns quickly about, and away
she goes!'

The anchor chain has broken !

This mighty ship might have ridden
safely, but for one weak link in that
anchor chain !

The strength of tho chain is no
greater than the strength of its
weakest link.

On the sea of life, how many men
are wrecked because of the unsus-
pected weakness of a link in the chain
of health, one weak vital organ in
the bedy.

The mystery of death is even
greater than the mystery of life. We
think tho links of our chain aro
strong, but we too seldom critically
examine them for ourselves, and
never really know that they will bear
the strain that we put upon them.

"I have a friend," said Dr. Rio
Lewis, "who can lift 900 pounds, and
yet is an habitual sufferer from kidney
and liver trouble and low spirits."
The doctor who was one of the wisest
and safest public teachers of the laws
of health, wrote :

"The very marked testimonials
from college professors, respectable
physicians, and other gentlemen of
intelligence and charter, to the
value of Warner's saS cure, have
greatly surprised me. Many of these
gentlemen I know, and reading their
testimony, I was impelled to pur-
chase some bottles of Warner's safe
cure and analyze it. Besides I took
some, swallowing three times the
prescribed quantity. I am satisfied
that the medicine is not injurious,
and will frankly add that if I found
myself the victim of a series kidney
trouble I should use this prepara-
tion."

One year ago the Servia, while in
a great storm, parted her two-inc- h

rudder chain, no wonder, it was
rusted through I The key to human
health is the condition of the kidneys,
and they may long be diseased and
we be ignorant of the fact, because
they give forth little or no pain. They
in reality cause the majority of all
the deaths,by polluting the blood and
sending disease all through tho
system.

Information Wanted.

Information is wanted by the Grand
Army of the Republic of tho where-
abouts of tho two children of an old
soldier who died in indigent circum-
stances in Ogden, Utah, last winter.
His name was William Martin, and it
was supposed that he was the same
person who passed through this city
in August, 18SG, on his way with his
children to relatives at Yaquina bay.
Tho relatives' names were supposed
to be Smith. Any information of the
present whereabouts of the children
should bo sent to B. F. Tabler, ndju-ta-

of McPherson Post, No. 5, Al-
bany, Oregon, and may lead to the
material benefit of tho children. Pa-
pers disposed to aid this matter will
please copy.

Electric Ki tiers.
This remedy is becoming so well

known and so uopular as to need no
special mention. All who have used
Electric Bit' crs sing the same song of
praise. A purer medicine does not ex--it

and it is guaranteed to do all that is
claimed. Electric Bitters will lire all
diseases of the Liver and Kidneys, will
remove Pimples, Roils, bait Rlfiiin and
other affections caused by impure blood.

Will drive Malaria from the sjstem
and prevent as well as cine Malarial le-
vers. For cure of Headache, Constipa-
tion and Indigestion try Electric Bi-
ttersEntire satisfaction guaranteed, or
money refunded. Price fill cts. and S1.00
per bottle at W. E. Dement & Co.'s.

Sini.oii'.s Citi'.e will iminediatelj
relieve Croup, Whooping Cough, and
Bronchitis, bold by W. E. Dement & Co

A Simiij' Itooni
With the comforts of a home, library,

etc. ippiy at iiouien iiouse.

Fine Duelling House ti Heist.
Good terms to suitable tenant. Inquire

at this office.

lilcals CouIictS to Order,
Private rooms for ladies and families:

at Central Restaurant, next &
Stokes'.

Agirllrt do housework. Inquire at
Capt. E. P. Parker's residence.

All the patent medicines advertised
in this paper, together with the choicest
.ernunery. and luilet articles, etc-r- an

be ImubliL at the lowest prices, at. I. W.
f'liu'.s iliug toie. oppcite Oe'idmt
here!. Astoria.

For the very best pictures go to II. S.
Shuster.

TcIcjiSiouc I.o-tjjiii- fj Kouse.
Best Beds in town. Rooms per night

50 and li'i cts per week S1.50. Sew and
clean. Private entrance.

J. O. CLINTON
DEALER IN

CIGARS AND TOBACCO,
FRUITS. NUTS,

Candies. Smokers' Articles, Etc.
New Goods Received Dally.

Opposite City Book Store.
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WHOLESALE AND

J-

Tine Groceries, Provisions and Mill Feed,

Crockery, G-las- s Plated Ware.
The Largest and finest assortment of

Fresh. Fruits and "E'egetablss.
fresh
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RETAIL DEALER IN

every Steamer.
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PL.VCE TO BUY

:

NTKA3IEK

IHTorUIIAK
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ANY PART THE' CITY.

Vegetables
Represented. Corner Chenamus and

asiouia, pnly of

W'
Mk B, PARKER,

FIRE BRICK DKAI.KK FIRE CLAY

Hay, Oats, and Straw, Lime, Brici, Cement, Sand and Plaster

Pellicred Drjijlnp, Training snd Kxprm llaslncss.

fewsrfssSSbSJ Parker.Master.
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PROVISIONS

apply the.Captaln.'orto

FRESH MEM
Promptly

AT LOWEST PRICES

Season.
uentoii

The New Model Range

Afient. Examine
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Asanas nn i&diiB&B

Buck Patent Cooking Stove,
AXD UTIIEIl FIKbT CLASS STOVES.

Furnace Work, Steam Fittings. Etc., a Specialty. A Full Stock on Hand- -

mm

Holiday Juvenile

Delivered

AID
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Pleased. E. It. Ilawes Is also Agent for tlie

m
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UNEN GILL NETTING .A SPECIALTY. "

r

ESTABLISHED 1842. CAPITLA, S.1SO.00O

The Oldest and Largest Manufacturers of

IN THE UNITED STATES.

Salmon Perse Seines. Salmonjoid Nets. Salmon Gill Nets.
ish Nettings of all kinds supplied at the shortest possible notice, and at

the lowest rates. All made from our

Shephard Cold Medal Twines.
Guaranteed to the strongest and most desirable twine now made especially for the

PACIFIC COAST FISHERIES.
This TWINE is manufactured only bv ourselves, directly from the raw material,

and costs no more In NETTINGS than the cheaper grades.
Send for samples ; also for our illustrated catalogue. Highest awards at Boston,

Philadelphia and London.

American ITet and Twin Company,
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.
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WE HAVE JLST RECEIVED DEFECT FROM EASTERN MANUFACTURERS

A LARGE LOT OF

Gents', Ladies' and CMlfa's Hosiery and Unierwear.

Also a full line of

German Yarns. Saxony Yarns,
Victoria Zephyrs, Embroidery Silks,

Silks, in all Colors and Shades.

Sole agent in Astoria for the Celebrated
Schober & Mitchell's Fine Shoes.

IS

II.

be

W. T. PARKER, Manager.

fflfi
Consisting of 4 CJ.lt I.1A!).S of fme Artistic and Plain

Fumiiure, Carpets, Oil

LACE AND POJiTIERE CURTAINS.

Dado Shades, &c, Has Arrived.
These goods were purchased direct

before the recent advance in freight, the
our customers.

Call and See Us.

CAPITAL STOCK, $500,000
COLUMBIA

FDffl a; BUS
INSURANCE CO.

FKANK DEKTOI -- ..President
W. II. SMITH nt

JOHN A. CHILD Secretary
No. ICO Second St, Tortland, Or.

I. W. Case, Agent, Astoria, Or.

Elmore, Sanborn & Co.
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

Fire Insurance
AGENTS.

Eenresentlnc tho Largest and Most Eelia-bl- e

tire Insurance. Companies.
AllBuslness promptlytind accurately tran-acte- d.

FJavelsWharf. Astoria Oregon.

CAPITAL STOCK - - $500,000
THE NORTHWEST

3F,r cft3 "RfcewirxQ
INSURANCE CO.

F. E. Beach President
J. McCraken ..VIce President
J. .. Treasurer
K. P. Earhart... .Sec'y and Manager

DIBECTOR9,

J. K. GUI, n.T, Pittock,
V. K. Arnold, F.M.Warren, J. McCraken,
F. E. Beach. D.D.OIiphant, F. EgKeit

No. 33 Washington street, Fortlaud, Or.
R. L. BOYLE, Agent. Astoria, Oregon.

Oince at I. X. h. Packing Co,

Deposited In Oregon, $300,000

ASSETS,
3 5 5. 2 S S.

Royal, Norwich-Unio- n and Lancashire Com
blnatlon Joint Policy.

Union ot San Francisco.
Germanla ot New York.
State Investment of California.
Anglo-Neva- Assurance Corporation,

JIABIXE .ISSUnASCE COVERED BY OUK

OrEX POLICIES.

Elmore, Sanborn &

C. E.
Wholesale and Retail Dealer In All kinds of

Seasoned Lumber.
MOULDINGS, WINDOWS AND DOOBS.

OAK. ASII AND IHCICOP.Y,

Black Walnut, Alder and Maple,
PORT ORFORD CEDAR,

And All Kinds of Eoat Material a Specialty.
ALL KINDS OP

Job 'H'orlt. and Turnlus Done at
SIIOBT NOTICli

Manufacturing Steam Mills.
('AlTifti. f!ftnfliifapn - A fltilP St.t

spand

H0LI

New Year's

CO

d underwear !

Knitting

INSURANCE.

I.oewenberj;.....

J.Lnewenberg

SOX.

Drial & Co's French Shoes, and Laird,

MP.W TI1M
UUS HBJOIIM

Cloth, Madras-Sil- k

from Eastern .Manufacturers and shipped
benefits thereat we propose to share with

CHAS. HEILBORN.

$67,000,000 Capital
Liverpool & London & Globe. North British

aud Mercantile ot London and Edinburgh.
Hartford ol Connecticut, Commercial ot
California Agricultural. o( Watertown, Now
York, London & Lancashire ot Liverpool,
Hng . Fire Insurance Companies, ltepresent-i- n

a capital ot SI7,000,000.
tt. VAM 1USKN. Ageiit.

Seaside Bakery.
Best Milk Brcart aud

CAKES OF ALL KINDS,

Manufacturers of Fine Candles.
AND

Ornamental Confectionery
And Ice Creams.

Wholesale and Retail Dealer In Candies.
JOIINSON, BROS.

The.Oregon Bakery
A. A. CLEYELAD, Prop'r.

&ooi Breai, Cate an! Pastry

None but the Best Materials Used.

Satisfaction Guaranteed Customers
Bread delivered In any part ol the city.

(itnria raws
Concomly St., Foot o( Jackson, Astoria. Ot

General

Machinists aiii Boiler Makers.

Land and Marine Engines
BOILER WORK.

Steamboat Work and Cannery Work

x specialty;
Castings of all Descriptions Made

to Order at Short Notice.
.......President.

J. G. IIUSTLEU,. ...-Secreta- ry

I. W. CASK- - -- .treasurer.
JOHN FOX..... . ... ..Superintendent,

TT?.- - TTTTTT. J

. Wachmaler
X ox

Jeweler. f

Bisplay

G000S
Presents,

.37

OIF

IFOIE?.

The Hew York Novelty Stor
Opposite Parker House, Main St., Astoria.

Special Attention Given to All Orders By MaiL


