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an apparent moodiness. The
truth is that I am unable to shake
off the recollection that to-night is
the anniversary of a sad and singn-
lar event in my life. 1 was & pro-
fessional gambler in my younger
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drawn lines upon his boyish face,
and his dark eyes burned with a
feverish light.  As he approached
the table I marked how ghastly
pale he was and that his hand
trembled as though with a chill.
He took a seat and drawing a
thousand dollar bill from his pock-
et, tossed it across the table, ‘G've |
me that much in chips,’ he said
a tremulous voice.
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was the last of fortune, home, and
honor. It is gone, all gone to en-
rich your clan. I am not blaming
you; I am not complaining; [ am
simply stating a fact. lam to-
night the worst of paupers—one
without a trade, without a pro-
fassion, without the ability to sup-
port the wife who is this moment
confidently and trostingly await-
ing my return. She knows noth-

earth, and I determined when I
entered your door that if it came
to this, if my last stake lost, I

failures and fo
am n earnest, Something im-
pelled me to tell you this, and

would this m%ht terminate 1Im_
liess of my life. If

struction of a levee along the
bank of the Umatilla river to pro-
tect the town against any possible

futura floods.
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