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OLD INHABITANTS

An Investigation as to the Ages of
- the Patriarchs

Un a fuil examinstion of the
question of patriarchal longevity,
the disparity of their ages to theose
of latter times disappenrs. A very
light error in the translation of the
Hebrew numbers had led to all this |
apparent disparity. The age of

the antediluvian was not to exceed | whien they are - Bob Increasei ten.

120 years: Genesis, vi. 3. “And
the Lord said, my spirit shali not
ul\\'a_vs strive with man, for that he
is also flesh, yet his days shall be

120.” This was the rt';._ful:ll wood |

old age of meu, with special vari-
stions, both before and some time
after the days of Abrabham.

In reading conerete numbers the |

Hebrews gave the large nombers |
first, thus: Ninety and seven for
97, forty and seven for 47. The
reversal of this rule in the transla-
tion of Genesis v.: 3, 5, as an illus-
tration, will show the error ju ali
similar cases. “Adam lived 130

years and begat u son,” ete. This |

i8 correet, according to the role,
Seth was borne when Adam was
130 years old, und was his last
child. But il the rule were here
reversed, as it is in the anthorized
version, in the fiith verse, it would
read thus: “Adam lived 3,000
vears and begat o son!™ This
shocked the consciousness of the
translator, and he was driven to
the gue rule of the Hebrew oses
in case of conerete numerals.

In the &th verse we have the
force of the wiolated rule, thus:
“And all the days that Adam
lived were 930 years, and he died!”
A. V. The true meaning of the
rule would be, “And all the days
of Adam, which he lived, were a
hundrad years and thirty and
nine years, and he died,” mak-
ing the entire age of Adam 139
instead of 930 years.

It will be seen on  examination

that concrete numerical adjectives |

in Hebrew, as in other languages, | . SRR
n Hebrow, BUAEDS | caiser, has about 80 hend of cattle |

agree in pumber with their nouns.
In the case cited in A. V. the nine
is made to agres with hundred in
the singular, and not with years in

the plural. The ervor is seen at a |

glance, for the difference betwesn
“pine years” and “pine thundred
years” is too great to be over-
looked in any careful translation
of a sncred book. Tha translator
assumed that nine here agreed
with the hundred, when it had no |

such agreement; hundrod in the |
text is itsell & concrete numeral, |

and agrees with years, meaning
hundred of years; at the date of
this writing “nine hundred,” «

eny number of hundreds above
one, without repetition or circum-

locution. There were none of the |
masoretic points in use. In the |
case of the age of Terahk, the

father of Abrabham, the transiators
made the attempt to make two
hundred ont of one hundred i the
word mathim, used in the plaral,
as it might be to agree with years,
thus making Terah 205 instead of |
105 years old at his death; hold-

mathin, make twenty. This is con
trary to all ruls, The Hebrews |

less than 10, add tenfold to the |
anit thus: hemosh, 5, hemoshim,
50. This rule, applied in the case
of Terab, would make him ten
rimes 105 years old, or 1,050 years
old. In the case of Terah the
historic record conclusively con-
tradicts the translation,and hence
demonstrates the rule that plural-
izing 100 does nat, in the Hebrew
tongue, make 200, while as to the
numerals between 2 and 10 the
rule might apply thus: Shelesh,
3, sheles him, 30, and in like man-
ner-to 10.. With these corrections,
referring to the ages of the patri-
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