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Driving Besls to !ariﬂ

ACCORDING 1o 8 o8 recent consus
bureau publication, it is the prac-
tice in Alaska to drive seals to
market in about the same. fashion
as one would drive shedb or hogs.

The seals are not found on the
const of the mainland, but they
frequent the Prybiloo islands in
the Bebring Sea. The seals caught
there are not like those of Labra-
dor, which are taken more for
their oil than for their skins, but
are the genuine fur seal, whose
soft warm coats eventually enfold
the forms of society belles, The
islands sre bleak, cold, desolate
places, bare of timber, and in the
summer time almost always over-
hung with thick fogs or clouds,
shutting out the warm rays of the
sun; but they are pleasant to the
seals who like a cool temperature,
The seals begin to appear at the
islands in’ May, the first comers
being invariably bulls. They se-
lect for themselves plots of ground
on the heach, and as later arrivals
attempt (o dispossess them, des-
perate combats take place. They
fight entirely with their mouths,
and while their fat bho !ii s writhe
with exertion and rage,
dart out and back .ulin surprising
swiltness. Their teeth
deep gutlers in one another’s hides

oir heads
lear ont

the blood streams down, and a {a-
rious roaring, mixed with shrill
whistling sounds, never ceases
while battle These
fights are always between males,
and end as soon a3 one gives up

the insts,

the coveted position to the other. |

Last May, one old bull fought be-
tween forty and fifty battles, and
when tha fighting seas n was over
he lerded it proudly over his fam-
ily of fiftean or twenty females, al-
though one of his eves had been
gouged out, and his front was cov-
ered with gushes. When the
meles taka up their positions, they
must remain on guard day and
night, so that they have no oppor-
tunity to go after food until the
end of the séason, in the early
part of August. Hence they fast
for three months or more. When
they come up from the sea they
are 5o fat that the blubber is
preked about their shoulders in
unsightly masses. At the end of
the season they are lean, limp, ab-
ject and spiritless, hurdly sble to
erawl back ivto the seq,
The cows or female seals pener-
ally make their eppenrance about
the middle of June. The
lust  desparate
fights and those who remsin, in
possession of eligible portions of
the beach monopslize the sociely
of the females. As & resnlt of
this arrangement about two.thirds
of the young seals ars out off from
female companionship.  These
seals are known as the bachelors,
and herd together by thonsands
away {rom the breading grounds,
sometimes miles distant, These
soals are tho ones captured for
their furs, and they are driven
slong over the ground to the
slaughter fields. The Aleutsem-
ployed by the company which has
a lease of the seal fisheries slip in
between the dozing seals and the
water. The first impulse of the
seals when startled is to make for
the water, but when they sos men
in the way they tarn and seramble
up the land. The Alsuis follow
alter, keeping the seals together
and - driving them ahwad ss ifit
was & herd of swine thoy were di-
recting. Singular s it may scom
inviaw of the unwieldiness of a
seal when op land, it iz msserted

bulls

then have their

“that when hard pressed o sesl cun

lope along as fast s u man oan
run, but it is soon exhausted and
falls helpless. Ordinarily a drove
ol seals travel at the rate of haif a
mile an hour. Three or four men
Cak manage as many thousand
seals.  There are frequent halts to
allow the seals to rest. The pant-
ing animals fun themselves with
their hind flippers, snd when they

have gotten their wind agaiv 5

| shout and clatter of bones from

shambling scuffling way again.
The young males are as docilo as
sheep; an old bull will firsht rathe:
than be driven, and if sucha one
Is caught in a berd ke is allowed

tle or no value.

The aunthor of this report, Mr.
Henry W. Elliott, is a naturalis:
attached to the Smitheonian Insti.
tution, and writes from personal
obsarvation. He thinks that if
only the bachelor seals are hunted

disturbed, the sea! islands of Al
sska will remain a regular source
of supply to the fur trade. Put if

the seals are exterminated or drive n!
away.
of Patagonia and the Antarctic
islands swarmed with millions
fur seals, and now they have
come rarn
they shounded.

animals where  ouce
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FINE NEW BARCE

"l)“’ LYING AT THE FOOT OF 0
lembia St., near Smith's mitl, 'ortl ..1
This barge Is ¢ um!.-lyr new, havingnever B

useil, and bas a capaclty of over 500 tous, !:
Is the Opest snd most substuntis!
these waters. The sides are butl
tinber, and the bottom IS over
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Has round bottom, solld 6k kneos,
Ludlt for strength und durability all theon .h
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Crockery. R
Fishermens and Cannery A TASOLS. Worth Price
s Laree size, all sitk Parasols, §3 00 §1 2
. R{IIPPLIES Large éf:’:: , all r;i'ﬂ;, fancy berder, 5 00 3 00
;Glass and Plated Ware, i Large size, all silk, = = 3 50 [ 50
’ A SEECIALTY. Medium size, all silk, twilled, 3 00 1 25
: THOPIGAT AN 1T50MET i : - Medium size, cotton, suitable for children,1 oo 50
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Logether with i !| SPS ];11.\. ,C.";;:-.‘ coats 1O 00 5 00
. " AND TH) These are Spring Styles, Landall wool,
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i' ALAKTIN POATS r.a.svones, | Unbleachied Table Linenextra wide,pry'd, so0 35
| ASTORIA. OREGON, o ™ R 'Ladies” Corsets, all sizes, - - - 1 25 75
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Iron Pipe and Fittings,

Goods and Tools.

SHEET LEAD STRIP LEA

Caunery and Fisheruens Snuplies

Furnishing Goods.
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PER PLUSBING ana STEAW FITTING

HARDWARE, IR0, STEEL,!
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SHEET RON Tik AND'COPPER,

Stoves, Tin Ware and House!

cop-|

e

Plumbers and Steam Fitters:

\‘ M. HOWE, Corner Chenamus and Hamilton Streets
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BOAT BUILDER, First Quality ﬁ g
ATTIHEOLD STAND, GRAY SUGAH GURED BACON

DRUGS AND GHEMICALS, BOOK STORE
nee eonsiantly recelviug new additious

FIRST CLAYS ~m“t; A SPECIALTY )
- AL I3 c.
Toilet and Fancy Articles, o S A Dl T s )
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EVIERY DAY Irnysil.

i EBONTS| SATSACEmS |ame moomes £10. ST
| o7 QALY | o | “t Combs, Brushes
| Main Streer, Astorvia, @regon, | il hours, ’ ]
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—AND- WAR I8 DECLARED WITHOUY .
» - Celluloid Goods.
SHOES rvmwssones | (00 BREWERT, | eoreoots womsedsapion s
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3 \ My : : . s % e =
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Tho finest fine st nies on Lo o o x
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Cass stront, nost Lo Hanen's Jewely stas

3 - R v s e ime, Brick, Cement and Sand.
GOLDEN SHOE STORE. , Fieiisa sod fn som anfers and ihey w
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NEW BOOT and SHOE STORE 1 \\

@p (he Rondway,

Waooad Dolivered to Order,
Oraying, Teaming and Express Business.

ARE THE BEST.
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not keep our Goods, It I beoeause It pays
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