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Orspon Portage Ruilway.

Weaire in receipt of a copy of
the ‘bill itittoduced into the Senate
of the United States by Senator
Mitchell on the 7th inst., and refer-
red ‘to the committee on railroads.
From reading this bill we find that
it will not be optional with the
company to build either npon the
state or territory side of the river,
unless a corporation organized un-
der the laws of Oregon can build
in the territory. It seems to us
that this is ®¥n error. The Oregon
Steam Navigation company al-
ready own ‘the land on the Oregon
side, and operate a railroad from
The Dalles to Celilo. ¥ this bill
should pass, in its present form,
the best thing that could happen |
for the country would be to let the |
Oregon Portage company purchase ‘
from the Oregen Steam Navige-

tion company the railway now in |
operation, and re-invest the money L
n a narrow gauge from 'L_'ulumhuﬁ,I
or some other available landing on
the Columbia above Celilo, to the
of the Klickitat valley,
twelve miles below The Dalles,

mouth

thus forming at once a connection
feom Walla Walla, eto,, wvirtually
carrying out the intestions of the|
act, and at the same time laying|
the foundation for a system of |
rallways nevessury to Klickitat and
Yakima, whick could easily be|
carried up Y & connettion wilh!{
the proposed Seattle and Walla|
Walla rond across the Cascade|
range to the north. Observations
made upon a journey into that
country last summer, teaches us
that this is a system entirely feasi-
ble. The worst portions of the
construction would be found from
the lower end of Klickitat valley
to the Columbia river, through a
rocky canyon, but it is by no means

impossible, and through the Klicki-

tat valley, and natural passes in
the narrow chain of mountains di-

viding it from Yakmna, a parrcw
gauge railroad would be Isrnfitubh'!

from the start. It would dﬂ\'('lup'
a region of country more exten- |
sive and equally as fertile as tln-:
Willamette valley,

would not suffer any from this

Dalles ecity :

system of railway—the locks and |
canal completed at the (.‘asc:uir._-si
will draw to The Dalles from the
of Wasen

county, sufficient to make her

boundless resources

city of no mean pretensions with-!

——

| Diseriminations Against American

Tommerce,

Bearing upon the question of
unjust discriminations against the
commerce of America, to which
Tur AstoriaN has previeasly re-
ferred, Capt. J. T. Woodbary, of
the ship Valley Forge now in this

port, has kindly vonsented to per-
mit us to publish the following
letter, written nearly ten years ago:

CARDIFF, Feb. 15 1569,
Hon, Freeman H. Morse, Lendon:

Pear Sm:—With your kind per-
missivn, and knowing the great inter-
est you take in the commerce of our
country, I beg to trouble you with a
few remarks on some of the treaties
made by vur government with foreign
powers. Last summer while I was in
New York, a treaty or convention be-
tween the United States and Great
Britain was published, whereby ves-
sels under the British flag were per-
mitted to arrive and enter at the cus-
tom hovse in the United States, wich
their tonnage as stated in their British
register. Our ships, or the other hand,

{ on entering at British custom houses,

to have their tonnage taken as per their
American register. Y'his, on its face,
wonld look very fair; but its operation
with most American vessels is very un-
fair. The Norway, for instance, meas-
ures in New York 2107 tons; in Eng-
land, by British measurement, 1984,
or 123 tomns less than the American
measurement. Now, I am obliged to
pay my dues on the full tonnage of
2107, This puts me at a disadvantage
as compared with English vessels
And our total dues here of every kind,
estimated on tonnage, are about 16
pence per ton, and for 123 tous would
be £8.4. Here, by an arrangement
of our own government, 1 am made to
pay this excess over the ordinary rates
that are demanded of other vessels.
We may be pretty sure that ‘England,
in her commercial treaties, don't give,
or intend to give, more tharn she 1s to
receive. Though the wording may be
ambiguons, it 1s for this advantage
only. The instance of the Norway is
the rule, and not the exception. The
ship Ne Plus Ulira, of New York,
that 1 commanded before the Norway,
measured in New York 1534 tons: in
Liverpool, 1450 tons. There are ex-
ceptions, I allow,"but they are so n
cousequence of errors having been
made in the tonnage in the United
States. In this last case of recipriveity
we are losers, as in the first; as [
will endeavor to explain.

Many years ago, there was a rule
laid down by our government that we
would enterinto treaties of reciproeity
in foreign mevigation with any foreign
country that would extend to us the
same privileges. Nearly every nation

4n Earope has availed itself of this

treaty. The free cities of Hamburg
and Bremen were among the first to
reciprocate, but in wording those
treaties, the flag was made to cover
the vessel. Until within a few years,
this made no difference, but within
the last ten years a great change has
taken place. Nearly every nation in
Europe allow their subjeets to natural-
ize any foreign bottom they may buy;
whereas the American oan only nat-
uralize a vessel built in his own coun-
try. A citizen of Hamburg can go to
England and buy an iron steamer,
place her under the North German

ag, and sail her between any foreign
country and the United States on re-
ciproeal terme with an Ameriean ship.
The A merican, on the other hand, 1s
prohibited by his own laws from doing
this. Iron is now the only material of
which ocean steamers can be profitably
built, and at the present time they
can be built much cheaper in Great
Britain than in any other country,

out any assistance from the sur-|and the effect of our reciprocity treat-
™ |it:-;w is to drive all foreign trade into

i the hands of foreigners. Not only is
very force of circamstances the |iron the only materal that sea-going
growth and develepment of the l steamers can be profitably built,
. but it is getting into very general use
of would | for sailing ships; and now great ad-
greatly augment her ‘wealth and | vantage 1s giver to iron vessels in the
“increase her business und popula- | rate of insurance, so that iron sailing
tion, making herin fact the Queen | ships can command Bs per ton over
Oity of the Motntains. wouoden ships in Caleutta and Bombay;
- and as the nuinber of iren vessels in-

| creascs, greater will be the difference
{1 freights. The excessive duties that
that | we have, on all the materials that
Wilkie Collins was to finish Dick- | enter into ship-building, make our
en's story of “Edwin Drood,” i | wooden ships cost higher, and act as a

rounding country; but from the

regions mnorth her

—The report frequently circu-
lated and recently revived

| prohibition to the bumilding of iron
denied by Mr. Collins. He E‘csa*ls. whether for sail u::,swa.m, to
be used in ocean navigation: and,
naturally, foreigners with cheaper
ships can take cheaper freights, even
i our own trade. The effect is, that
the great foreign trade between New

1 wac
asked to do it, but declined,

—A leader of fashion in :'_::.:i.r.l
Ty - -
Yrancisco bas had ‘her chairs and |

. |
sofas, and the cushions of her car-| York ard Europe is by steam, and in

‘riagtrs stuffed with aromatic herbs. | tl_u.- _ham s of foreigners. The depre-
teiation «f our commerce, and its pres-
. S | ent state, i owing to this more than
lent among Oriental nations. She [to the war. As by the action of our
lives in ae atmosphere of constant |"'F ©WB tr aties we have placed for-
LS | egners n t us position. We-owe it to
P i = | our own su ijects to place them on the
—“Some entirely disinterested | 2 foctin j, which can only be dene

- | by repea m ¢ the navigation laws, and
| permittit g them to buy (and natural-
Maine, “cannot tell the reel, abso-!12¢), shijs wherever we find them

; ] » |

. : > v : , | cheapest,

:;te truth if lh(;}} try,'because they 1 I don’t know as I have placed all
~have not got mind envugh to com- ‘ this 80 you can understand it; 1 hope
prehend and understand, and then |

'I have. Should you have time to
. ; t :

‘relate it, while others have not got write me, please do so, and perhaps I
she honesty to do it

in imitation of a practice preva-

persons,” says Judge Virgia of

(can explain what is not clear, 1 feel
¢this subject very much, snd wish to

see it : As things
g0 ofy, ten years will drive us from the
ocean; for in that time most h

ocean navig will be made o?f iron
ith much esteem, I reman re-

spectfully, J. F. Woopsrry,
Ship Norway.

Circumstances and the Congress
of the United States have not very
materially altered the case since
the writing of the above letter.
Capt. Woodbury there refers back
ten years to the hardships attend-
ing the commercial fleetof Ametica
and predicted fully what may be
seen to-day. Let us look back
over the past ten years. There
has been mo perceptible improve-
ment.

Statisties of the mercatile marine
of the different netions have lately
been published. The following
table shows'the present condition

of the leading merchant navies:
SATLING VESSELS.

Number, Gronss Toonage,
] ISTT. NS 571 INTx.

British.. ... 7,765 18304 5526930 5,506,018
United States 6,307 6050 2,146,751 2,075,532
Norwegian .. 4,135 4,157 1,52940 157484
alian. ... 4402 313% 12685  83nls
German ... 3140 301 584 946
French....... 8300 2972 66,767 505,08

STRAMERS.
British....... 8133 3218 328300 3,465,187
United States 542 Bl6 674035 G608 10]
French........ &3 i AT X e
German ...... 220 SN 2978 BT
Spanish ..... 224 198 1760 152708
Duteh .......... 110 1 U259 16

The total tonnage of the sailing
vessels has decreased 581,058 tons,
while that of steamers has inoreased
87,476 tons, which leaves a net de-
crease during the year in the ton-
nage of the world’s mercantile
marine of 493,582 tons, the com-
bined tonnage of steamers and
sailing vessels being 19,813,247 in
1878, against 20,306,829 in 1877.

The ship builders of Maine
half the
work last year they did in either
the three years preceding. Only
eleven ships were built in the state,
and not one of these on the Pe-
nobscot or to the eastward of it
The average tonnage of'the ninety-
six vessels constructed is about
425 tons, the total 4¥060. In 1877
the total was 76,308,in 1876 it was
73,573, and in 1875 it exceeded
753000 tons. When the ships are
taken out the average tonnage is
less than theee hundred tons. In
Bangor district, where many large
ships have been launched, they
turned out last year two vessels,
one of nine tons and the other of
203. In the York and Saco dis-
tricts nothing was built. In the
Wiscasset, two schooners were
built which footed up the amazing
amount of forty-six tons. The
prospect now is that this year's
work will be less than 1878. A
Bath ship builder says:

have not done more than

Unless there is asuddenand very
unexpected mmprovement in the
freight market, which is not at all
likely to ocear, the amount of ton-
nage built in Maine in 1872 will
be less than has been built in any
of the last thirty years. Although
materials and labor are so cheap,
there 18 no inducement to build.
At present rates of freight, vessels
are absolutely of novalue, for there
is no port inthe world where suf-
ficient freight can be obtained to
pay ‘expenses and insurance and
leave any profit to the owner.

It is time that the pressof this
country spoke out on this subject,
and turned the attention to things
than the scramble for office. In
this article may be found the
whole secret of the trouble to our
commerce. How many politicians
will read it. Not one, perhaps; as
as it may not make for him votes
which is paramount, his
mind, to the grandeur of this na-
tion upon the highseas.

in

—“Over the Hills to the Poor-
house™ was the the title of anew
play to be produced in Battle
Creek, Mich., by a traveling theatre
company. The leading actor got

so drunk that he could not perform,
creditors seized the baggage, and
one of the unpaid employes actual-
Iy did go over the hills to.the poor-
-house.

|
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NEW ADVEKTISEMENTS,

.

;(.

BANKING AND INSURANCE.

FIREMEN'S FUND

INSURANCE COMPANY

OF CALIFORNIA.
ORGANIZED IN 1863
Totnl Leosses Paid Since Organization.

538,660,480 9.
E. C. HOLDEN, Agent.
Astoria Uregon.

GUNS, LOCKS, AND SEWING
MACHINES REPAIRED.

KEYS FITTED AND LOCKS REPAIRED,
SAWS FILED, ETC. BY

. W. WASS,
Main street, next door to Geo. Ross’

(3EO- LOVETT.
TAITLOR.

NING and REPAIRING PROMPTLY
PRRARTS :\PITENDBD TO.
Benton street, opposite Post-office, Astoria

S GRAY,

* Manufacturer of
FARNESS, SADDLES, BRIDLES,
WHIPS, ETC.

@ Oars leathered, and leather for sale.

BANKING AND INSURANGCE.

I. W. casge,

BROKER, BANKER,

—AND—

INSURANCE AGENT.

OREGON.

ASTORIA, .

Exchange bought and sdld on all parts of
the Umited States and Europe.

OFFICE HOURS-— ¢
antil 4 0'clock .5 From 8 o'clock 4. &

COAL LAND FOR SALE.

*43y ACRES of iron and ecoal lands for
1()() sale, situated near Columbia rcity,
f)r;'gnn. Pr‘ilit‘ B3 ! t".’Lﬂ:'l down.
or jeulars inguire &

-1" pan HE ASTORIAN Office.

. W. CASE

IMPORTER AND WHOLESALE AND RE-
TAIL DEALER IN

GENERAL MERCHANDISE,

Corper Chenamus and Cass streets,

ASTORIA ‘OREGON.,

JUST OPENED

A FULL AND
‘COMPLETE LINE OF
GOODS, IN EVERY DEPART-
MENT OF TRADE SUITABLE TO
THE WANTS OF THE PEO-
PLE ALL OF WHICH
WILL BE SOLD

LOW FOR CASEL

EF~Purchasers are renuested to eall and
mspect my goods before purchasing else-
where, as I am eonfident of my ability to

| please one and all.

I. W. CASE,

Corner Chenamus and Cass Streets,

ASTORIA, OREGON.

Coneerned.

Notice to All

'Men and Boys Must be

CLOTEHED!

As well as to have toys for Christmas.

Christmas is Over!
HAS

N LOEB =« Suresiemd

And now inviles the attention of
body to his

Full and Complete Stock,

Consisting in part of

cl_m'm“ FOR MEN

. AXD BOYS.
Gents Furnishing Goods:

—ALSO :—
Large Stock of Family Grogeries;
Caaned Fruits, Etc,;
—ALSO —

Watches, Jewelry, Marine
«l = X arRd Opern

Besldes a choies lot of

TOBACCOAND CICARS,

Wholesale and Retail. Call and see

N. LOEB.

MAIN ST, ASTORIA, OGN.

every-

A FULL
LINE OF

FROM A H!TPPEI!ER.
Do not {ail, if bad health ¢ §
Of knowing exactly \\hnio';guq:rl‘;:g:é is

- lrillnua of.
Now allow me to tel] .
1“m“had I'm sure, you, for experience I've
ngs worse for the
YOU'r yeast powders ol than when

Oh, then be earef =
what's at :tr:k'il in future, you know

Let me advise you
o hrand o ke, (1 Know now) what
¥ ihis In gmaraave ouno other kind for

You use Donnoll
£0od heaith gu':"mﬁmmn and of

bread you're ]

COMMERCIAL UNION
ASSURANCE COMPANY
O LONDON.

Capital 812,500,000.

MATT H. SIBRON, Agent,
Astoria, Oregon

Fie and Mariie Insaramce.

ACCRECATE CAPITAL
£40,000.

IMPERIAL OF LONDON,

NORTHERN OF LONDON,
QUEEN OF LIVERPOOIL.

FIRE AND MARINE INSUR-
ANCE COMPANIES..

I. W. CcCAsSE,

AGENT.
ASTORIA,

Home Mufnal Insurance Cs,

OF CALIFORNIA,

- = OREGON.

JF. HoucnaToxn........
CRAs. R. STORY...........
HaMirTox Boyp, ¢ N
GEO. L. SToRry, e

Presiden’

genis for Oregon

‘OrFIcP—Northenst corner of Stark and First
streets, PORTLAND, OREGOX,

Net Cash reeeived for Fire Prem-

JUmS iD 18T e - - SOOGDLT O
Assets, Jan, 1185 e e SOTH,060 55
Linliitirs—
Losses vopaid. ... . S8 17
Dividends " ........ 1067 O R M

| Surplus for Prope v Holders. ... 8572470 4
Losses paid ln Oregon in six yvears. 3114518 72

E W. CASF, Aeent,
Astorin, Oregon.

67,000,000 CAPITAL.

LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND
GLOBE,

NORTH BRITISH AND MERCAN-
TILE OF LONDON ANPE
EDINBURGH.

CONNECTICUT OF HART-
FORD, AND

COMMERCIAL OF CALIFORNIA
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES.
Representing a capite] of $67000,000.

A. VAN DUSEN. Agent.

OLD

: QUSE TO LET.—A mice residence, new,

containing six rooms, will be ready for
atenant any time on ghort :wl;cc.

jenlars inquire a

e e " “rmis oFFICE.

A RARE CHANCE.

WILL SELL ANY OR ALL OF THR
following described property, viz:
160 Acres, See. 22, 7. 8, N. of B. 9 west,
soatheast quaricr. .
Alse, in Olneys Astoria
Letal, 2, 3, and 4, in Blork 797
Lots 3. 4. 5, and &, In Block 160
Lots 2 and 4, im EBlock 129: and Lot §,
in Block 1323
North half of Block 8,—2 1-2 acren.
DAVID INGALLS
Astoria, Oregon, Dee, 10, 1878, -m

T. 8. JEWETT. E. 8. KIMBALL.

Draying & Trucking.

ASTORIA TRUCK & DRAY CO,

Squemveqire #t., between Casa and Main,

ur 1r made and satisfaction
[ Oonu‘:c.dhféérm at the Uceident v

mail promptly filled

) wdby |
s et JEWETT & KINBALL




