
Book Review

“The Bookseller of 

Florence” 

by Ross King

The Renaissance in Flor-
ence conjures images of 
beautiful frescoes and ele-
gant buildings — the daz-
zling handiwork of the city’s 
skilled artists and architects. 
But equally important for 
the centuries to follow were 
geniuses of a different sort: 
Florence’s manuscript hunt-
ers, scribes, scholars and 
booksellers, who blew the 
dust off 1,000 years of histo-
ry and, through the discov-
ery and diffusion of ancient 
knowledge, imagined a new 
and enlightened world.

At the heart of this activ-
ity was a remarkable man: 
Vespasiano da Bisticci. Born 
in 1422, he became what 
a friend called “the king of 
the world’s booksellers.” At 
a time when all books were 
made by hand, over four de-
cades Vespasiano produced 
and sold many hundreds of 
volumes from his bookshop, 
which also became a gath-

ering spot for 
discussion and 
debate. 

Besides repos-
itories of ancient 
wisdom by the 
likes of Plato, 
Aristotle and Ci-
cero, his books 
were works of 
art in their own 
right, copied by talented 
scribes and illuminated by 
the finest miniaturists. His 
clients included a roll-call 
of popes, kings and princes 
across Europe who wished 
to burnish their reputations 
by founding magnificent li-
braries.

Vespasiano reached the 
summit of his powers as 
Europe’s most prolific mer-
chant of knowledge when 
a new invention appeared: 
the printed book. By 1480, 
the king of the world’s 
booksellers was swept away 
by this epic technological 
disruption, whereby cheap-
ly produced books reached 
readers who never could 
have afforded one of Vespa-
siano’s elegant manuscripts.

A thrilling chronicle of 
intellectual ferment set 
against the dramatic polit-
ical and religious turmoil 
of the era, including the 
fall of Constantinople to 
the Ottoman Turks, Ross 
King’s “The Bookseller of 
Florence” is also an ode to 
books and bookmaking that 
charts the world-changing 
shift from script to print 

through the life 
of an extraordi-
nary man long 
lost to history — 
one of the true 
titans of the Re-
naissance.

Consumer 

Reports Online

Did you know 
that library patrons can ac-
cess Consumer Reports on-
line? Just visit the library’s 
website, www.siuslawli-
brary.info, and log in with 
your library card and PIN. 
Once into your account 
click on “Databases,” and 
then select Consumer Re-
ports. 

Consumer Reports is one 
of our most highly request-
ed resources and it is great 
to be able to provide this 
online access to our patrons.

Holiday Closure

In honor of Veterans Day, 
the Siuslaw Public Library 
will be closed tomorrow, 
Thursday, Nov. 11, in both 
Florence and Mapleton. 
Regular hours resume on 
Friday, Nov. 12, at 11 a.m. in 
Florence, and the following 
Thursday, Nov. 18, in Ma-
pleton.

Wireless Available

Don’t forget that both the 
main Florence library as 
well as the Mapleton branch 
library have wireless inter-
net access. No log-in is re-
quired and access is free. 
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GREAT PRICES • FUN ENVIORMENT • $500 SHOPPING 
SPREE GIVEAWAY

The perfect day to find that special gift for your loved 
one or just treat yourself. 

SAVE UP TO 50% ONE NIGHT ONLY! 

 

Siuslaw Strength & Conditioning 
1732 Laurel Pl, Florence, OR

SJ Custom Jewelers of Newport is teaming up 
with Siuslaw Strength & Conditioning to bring  

you a one-day shopping experience. 

November 13th 6-8pm

2020 ’

For more info: check Facebook, our website, or call : 541.902.5160 or email : ocmmflorence@gmail.com

online!Oregon Coast Military Museum

presents

FESTIVAL OF TREES 
www.oregoncoastmilitarymuseum.com

Wednesday, November 24th and Friday, November 26th - 
Thursday, December 2nd from 11:00am to 7:00pm

Public no-charge tree viewing at the museum! 

Friday, December 3, 2021

Ticketed live stream “watch party” Event Gala Opens at 3PM

The Gala and live streaming auction will begin at 6PM

featuring hors d'oeuvre and wine. Tickets are very limited (26) 

for the Gala and are $60 each. 

This event has blossomed into one of the most exciting events 

of the holiday season.

We have been extremely lucky to have amazing support from

the businesses and community, You can bid for your favorite 

tree online or with the help of a museum staff member. The 

event will be streamed online, where the high bidders of the 

trees will be announced as well as auctioning the live,

designer decorated trees.   

Thank you in advance for your continued support.

All types of roofing and

repairs. Single Ply and

Composition Specialist.

CCCB#222167

541-972-1818

Lane County Public 
Health will begin schedul-
ing COVID-19 vaccinations 
for children ages 5 to 11 be-
ginning tomorrow morning 
through their website at lan-
ecounty.org/vaxclinics. All 
pediatric vaccinations are 
through scheduled appoint-
ments only. There are no 
walk-ins at this time.

Siuslaw will be hosting a 
pediatric vaccine clinic on 
Saturday, Nov. 20, at Siuslaw 
Middle School, 2525 Oak St.

Registration can be made 
through the Lane County 
Public Health website. A 
follow-up clinic for second 
doses will be scheduled for 
three weeks later.

A complete list of other 
vaccine clinics around Lane 
County can be found at the 

LCPH COVID-19 Vaccine 
Clinics webpage; pediatric 
clinics will begin Tuesday, 
Nov. 9, at the Lane Events 
Center in Eugene.

For more information, 
call Lane County Public 
Health at 541-682-1380 or 
visit lanecounty.org/vax-
clinics.

La salud pública del con-
dado de Lane comenzará 
a programar las vacunas 
Covid-19 para niños de 5 a 
11 años a partir de mañana 
por la mañana hasta su sitio 
web en este enlace. Todas las 
vacunas pediátricas son solo 
a través de citas programa-
das; no hay visitas sin cita en 
este momento.

Siuslaw albergará una 
clínica de vacunación 
pediátrica el 20 de noviem-

bre en la escuela secundar-
ia Siuslaw; la inscripción se 
puede realizar a través del 
sitio web de salud pública 
del condado de Lane. Se 
programará una clínica de 
seguimiento para las segun-
das dosis para tres semanas 
después.

Puede encontrar una lista 
completa de otras clínicas 
de vacunas en el condado 
de Lane en Página web de 
clínicas de vacunas LCPH 
Covid-19; Las clínicas 
pediátricas comenzarán el 
martes 9 de noviembre en el 
Lane Events Center.

Si tiene alguna pregun-
ta, llame a Lane County 
Public Health al 541-682-
1380 o visite su sitio web 
en: Vacúnese - Condado de 
Lane.

Siuslaw readies for pediatric vax clinic

Library Tidings News about the Siuslaw Public 

Library By Kevin Mittge


