4A | saTURDAY EDITION | NOVEMBER 6, 2021

CHANTELLE MEYER, EDITOR | CMEYER@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM

Siuslaw News
P.O. Box 10
Florence, OR 97439

Opinion

The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

“l never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” — Thomas Jefferson (1800)

How 1O HELP HOMELESS YOUTH IN OUR AREA

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to
encourage community discussion and
exchange of perspectives.)

This week, I had a heartbreak-
ing experience. I was contacted by
a youth caseworker to ask if Safe
Shelter for Siuslaw Students could
find accommodations for a home-
less student. This diligent case-
worker also contacted schools and
other “helping” agencies.

We have no youth shelter. Peo-
ple under 18 cannot stay in motels
or rent apartments. In spite of Safe
Shelter’s efforts to develop a cadre of
Host Homes, we had none for this
student. I had to tell the caseworker,
“No”

On Oct. 29, I attended the State-
wide Symposium on Youth Home-
lessness. Oregon has invested in
a statewide assessment of Youth
Homelessness.  This  assessment
found that statewide, 3,383 stu-
dents ages 14-18 need housing. Four
thousand ninety-five young people

between 18-24 need housing. The
statewide total, then, is 8,278. I also
learned that Oregon ranks third
highest in the country for youth
homelessness.

The assessment also surveyed
homeless adults and discovered that
70 percent of homeless adults sur-
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veyed were homeless as youth. This
tells me that not addressing youth
homelessness means we are devel-
oping a whole new crop of homeless
adults.

Does this warrant your attention?

The vast majority of homeless
youth are not there by choice, but
research shows that after two weeks
of homelessness, young people are
likely to adopt a homeless lifestyle.
Thus, there is a nationwide program
called 15th Night. The preferred type
of shelter for young people between

14 and 18 is Host Homes.

Safe Shelter has aligned with a
wonderful, international Host Home
program called Safe Families for
Children and has formed a West
Lane County chapter of same. Many
of you have heard presentations and
are thinking about being a Host

Home, or a member of a Host

Home team. If that’s you, please

act now!

Safe Shelter is hopeful that each
faith community will support one
Host Home team. If you are not
a part of a faith community, any

three people can form a Host Home
team.

If you want to know more about
the program, please contact me at
541-590-0779 or email safeshel-
terk12@gmail.com.

Put yourself in the shoes of this lo-
cal teen: no place to sleep, no place
to do homework, no place to bathe
or do laundry, no transportation ...
and no people who care enough to
take them in.

Learn more online at safeshelter
forsiuslawstudents.org.

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on these and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to
encourage community discussion and
exchange of perspectives.)

LET THis DEATH BE A ‘CHANCE’

To Do BETTER BY HOMELESS

Let’s not forget Cindy Chance, a
homeless woman who passed away
Oct. 25. T am still saddened that she
died alone on the ground in the en-
trance to a closed restaurant.

Our paths crossed over the last
10 years. I remember her coming
to Helping Hands dripping wet and
happy to find a warm place out of
the rain. She came to the cold weath-
er shelter at the Presbyterian Church
the last time it was opened before
the COVID-19 pandemic. I had seen
her other times as well and worried
about her safety and health.

In Florence there is little help,
other than a meal, a coat or an occa-
sional voucher for a night at a motel.
Some folks would like to have the
homeless move on to another place.

There are conversations going on
in our town to figure out a way to be
of service to our vulnerable neigh-
bors. This is a needed conversation
to help find more ways to provide
shelter to those who continue to be
left out in the cold and also to pro-
vide specific services that are more
than a bandage to those who want
and need help.

— Jane Hirsch
Florence

TRICK OR TREAT TRASH
On Halloween day my wife Pat and
I picked up trash on a one-mile sec-
tion of Rhododendron Drive from
35th Street to Rhodowood Drive
as part of the City’s Adopt a Street

LETTERS

Program. We passed by three gated
communities: Shelter Cove, Mar-
iners Village and Fairway Estates.
The cleanest section was in front of
Fairway Estates and the section with
the most trash was in front of Shelter
Cove.

Previously, I asked Florence May-
or Joe Henry who lives in Shelter
Cove and residents in the other gat-
ed communities to encourage their
neighborhood associations to reg-
ularly pick up the trash on Rhodo-
dendron Drive. I gave the very same
message to the City’s Environmental
Management Committee (EMAC)
asking them to reach out to all the
neighborhood associations in the
city as part of an anti-littering cam-
paign.

As it was Halloween weekend, we
expected to find candy wrappings
along the road, and we did. The most
popular candy was Snickers. We also
found for the second time a drinking
cup that came from the Three Rivers
Casino Resort. The rest of the trash,
as always, included cigarette filters,
bottles and cans, and plastic wraps of
all sorts.

I was pleased when our City Coun-
cilor Sally Wantz gave her EMAC re-
port at the last City Council meeting.
Councilor Wantz pointed out that
we are finding a lot of trash from our
local businesses on the roads. She
reinforced my call for an anti-litter-
ing campaign that included the busi-
nesses, particularly fast food restau-
rants.

The next City of Florence Newslet-
ter will include a report on the Adopt
A Street program. I encourage you to
join us and become a participant.

We thank you Sally Wantz for your
great liaison job at EMAC. I ask all
of you to send Councilor Wantz an

email thanking her for her outstand-

ing support in helping keep our

community clean and healthy. You

can reach her at: sally.wantz@ci.flor-
ence.or.us

— Mike and Pat Allen

Florence

WATER DISTRICT DILEMMA

I see that we are back in the news
with the Mapleton Water District.
I was on the board when all these
problems occurred, and I am the
only one that quit because of them.
The other member that quit had a
tragedy in her family. I have heard
many half truths about what the
problem was and people have been
told!

Our superintendent, Terry Sau-
bert, served the people of this town
for 30 years. There was never much
of a problem except with the usual
gripers.

We had been trying to get a grant
for three years while he kept the
plant going, barely. It gave out and
we had to boil water — which made
some people practically hysterical.

Saubert had also made it clear to
us, the board, that he was ready to re-
tire for the last three years. He would
stay until he got the new plant work-
ing.

However, many other things hap-
pened and it went from bad to worse.
He was doing the job of three people
and getting blamed for things he had
nothing to do with.

There is a lot more to be said about
this. I think it is time for somebody
to interview our previous superin-
tendent and get some things straight,
rather than all these stories that are
floating around.

— Linda Jensen
Mapleton
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Siuslaw News welcomes Letters to the Editor and
Guest Viewpoints as part of a community discussion of
issues on the local, state and national level. Letters are
subject to editing for length, grammar and clarity. Pub-
lication of any letter is not guaranteed and depends on
space available and the volume of letters received.

Email letters to cmeyer@thesiuslawnews.com

To BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION:

Letters must address pertinent or timely issues of in-
terest to our readers at-large. In addition:

o Letters reflect the opinion of the writer. The Siuslaw
News cannot verify the accuracy of all statements made
in letters. Authors should ensure any information is ac-
curate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge or
hearsay, and include sources where possible.

o Letters have a suggested 300-word limit and may be
edited for grammar and clarity.

o Authors must sign their full name and include their
street address (only city will be printed), as well as a day-
time phone number and/or email address for verifica-
tion. The person who signs the letter must be the actual
author. Siuslaw News does not accept anonymous Letters
to the Editor.

o Siuslaw News will not print form letters, libelous let-
ters, business promotions or personal disputes, poetry,
open letters, letters espousing religious views without
reference to a current issue, or letters considered in poor
taste. Letters also may not be part of letter-writing cam-
paigns.

o Writers are limited to one published letter every two
weeks.

TO SUBMIT TO THE SIUSLAW NEWS:

Emailed submissions are preferred. All letters need
to include full name, address and phone number; only
name and city will be printed. Handwritten or typed let-
ters must be signed.

The newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er and editor, reserves the right to reject any letter that
doesn't follow the above criteria.

WHERE TO WRITE

PRESIDENT JOSEPH BIDEN
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111

Switchboard: 202-456-1414
TTY/TDD: 202-456-6213

www.whitehouse.gov

STATE SEN. Dick
ANDERSON (DIST. 5)
900 Court St. NE - S-303

Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
Email: Sen.DickAnderson@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP. BOOMER
WRIGHT (DIST. 9)
900 Court St. NE, H-476
Salem, OR 97301
PO Box 39000
Florence, OR 97439
503-986-1409
Email: Rep.BoomerWright@
oregonlegislature.gov

OREGON GoV.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol 900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244 | 541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

LANE COUNTY DIST. 1
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOoZI1EVICH

125 E. Eighth St.
Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
Email: Jay.Bozievich@
co.lane.or.us

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753 | 541-465-6750 FLORENCE C1TY COUNCIL

www.merkley.senate.gov Florence City Hall, 250
Highway 101, Florence, 97439
541-997-3437
ci.florence.or.us

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH D1ST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609 | 541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

DunEes City COUNCIL
Dunes City Hall, 82877 Spruce
St., Westlake, OR 97493
541-997-3338
dunescityhall.com




