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The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.

“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” — Thomas Jefferson (1800)

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

As the board presidents of West-
ern Lane Ambulance District, Siu-
slaw Valley Fire & Rescue, 
and Western Lane Fire and 
EMS Authority, we ask our 
citizens to carefully look at 
the facts. 

Current and past board 
members, our employees, 
and the citizens of western 
Lane County have worked very hard 
to put together one of the most re-
spected ambulance districts in the 
State of Oregon, and we don’t want 
to see it destroyed. 

We are very appreciative of the 
support shown by our citizens to the 
hardworking men and women who 
provide your emergency medical 
care. In fact, during a recent random 
phone poll of voters in our district, 
86.5% of respondents indicated that 
the operation and performance of 
fire and ambulance services in our 
area was pretty good to excellent. 

Also, 78.5% of respondents felt 
they received a good value for what 
they pay in property taxes for fire 
and ambulance services. Only 5% 
felt they did not. 

Where is this “vast majority” that 

critics would have us believe opposes 
the ambulance district? 

A proposal being considered by 
directors from the ambulance and 
fire districts is whether to expand 
the sharing of resources, not to 
merge the districts. This follows the 
highly successful sharing of admin-

istrative services for both districts 
which occurred two years ago, fol-
lowing many years of discussion and 
preparation. 

The proposed expansion shows 
advancement in public safety at its 
best. Folding superlative ALS ser-
vices with superlative fire suppres-
sion forces provides the best public 
safety available to the communities 
served by Western Lane Ambulance 
and Siuslaw Valley Fire & Rescue. 

Two outstanding districts keeping 
separate budgets is financially sound 
currently. A gradual sharing of re-
sources will allow districts to adapt 
while saving on administrative costs. 

Eventually, a merger may make fi-
nancial sense should voters approve 
it, but it’s not under consideration at 
this time. 

Unlike what has been said, this 
is not a merger of the two into one 
taxing district. There would be no 
changes in the tax rates currently in 
place for either district. 

The local option levy for Western 
Lane Ambulance District, which is 
up for renewal this November, will 

still need to be approved by 
our citizens, as it has been 
every five years. 

Since the local option 
levy was first approved by 
our citizens in 2012, our 
call volume has increased 
by 54% and we added three 

full-time employees to enhance our 
service levels. However, the tax rate 
we are asking our citizens to renew 
has not changed since 2012. 

If a merger between the districts 
were to occur in the future, state law 
is very clear on what must happen. 
Citizens must vote to dissolve each 
of the parent districts and then they 
must vote to approve the formation 
of a new district. 

It’s not clear what a rushed vote on 
a merger proposed by Farnsworth, 
Pilcher, and Marks would accom-
plish. Let’s secure the continuation of 
exceptional services to the Florence 
community first, through approving 
the local option levy renewal. Then 
we can discuss a potential future 
merger and allow the community to 
vote on it, if we choose to proceed. 

Carefully Look at the Facts with Proposed Levy

Guest Viewpoint
By Cindy Russell,WLAD Board President

Alan Burns, SVFR Board President

Jim Palisi, WLFEA Board President

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

As seniors in our community, 
most of us know that at some point 
we may need to rely on an am-
bulance in an emergency. It’s not 
something people like to think 
about, but when you need emer-
gency medical help, it should be 
efficient, high quality, and reason-
ably priced. 

The vast majority of Oregonians 
are served by private ambulance ser-
vices. Local county officials set stan-
dards that the private ambulance 
services must meet or be kicked out 
of the county. Simple as that. But res-
idents in Western Lane County are 
being forced to pay for one of the last 
remaining government-run ambu-
lance services in Oregon. 

The local Western Lane ambu-
lances are a relic of the past associat-
ed with the government-run hospital 
in Florence that closed decades ago. 
Nearly every other Oregon com-
munity has moved on from govern-
ment-run ambulances, but here in 
western Lane County, we are sad-
dled with a massively expensive am-
bulance service that too many of us 
know little to nothing about.  

When most Oregonians need an 
ambulance, they are billed for what 
their insurance won’t pay. 

Instead, residents of Western Lane 
County pay THREE times for an am-
bulance ride. One special property 
tax, remaining from when the am-
bulance service was run by the hos-
pital, and another local option levy 
property tax.

Together, we pay over $1.6 million 
per year in property taxes to prop up 
a government boondoggle. Then you 
pay whatever your insurance won’t 
cover for your ambulance ride — or 

that special ambulance insurance 
program that the district sells. 

Any way you slice it, we pay three 
times for a health care service that 
most Oregonians only pay for once. 
We are the outlier here in western 
Lane County with our overly expen-
sive, gold-plated government-run 

ambulances. 
It’s time to stop nickel-and-dim-

ing local seniors and small business 
owners hit hard by COVID restric-
tions. The vast majority of Orego-
nians don’t pay extra for this es-
sential service. We should end this 
government-run ambulance relic. 

The proponents of the ambulance 
$5.4 million tax levy on this Novem-
ber’s ballot will have you believe that 
the sky will fall if voters turn down 
their never-ending requests for our 
hard-earned dollars. They have a 
monopoly and, unlike private am-
bulance services, cannot be held 
accountable for how long it takes 
them to arrive at your house. The 
only people who can hold the gov-
ernment-run ambulance service ac-
countable are the residents — like us 
— who can end their funding. 

It’s really okay to vote against 
funding this government-run oper-
ation in favor of a private ambulance 
service. There are many excellent 
ambulance companies with higher 
levels of professional certification 
who are ready, willing and able to 
provide excellent emergency medi-
cal service to our community. Coast-
al communities, including Depoe 
Bay, Newport, Lincoln City, Reed-
sport, North Bend and Coos Bay, are 
all served by excellent private ambu-
lance services with absolutely no tax 

subsidy at all. Why should Florence 
be any different?

When government officials want 
to keep their hands in your wallet, 
it’s reasonable to ask what you’re get-
ting in return. What we’re getting in 
return for two property taxes and a 
third payment when you use a gov-

ernment-run ambulance is an 
expensive boondoggle that pays 
three supervisors each $122,000/
year to manage a small handful of 
people. The government-run am-
bulance district employees here 
make more than any ambulance 

employees in Oregon! The district 
is $3.4 million in debt for the rich 
PERS retirement benefits its govern-
ment employees enjoy. 

If rich pay and benefits weren’t 
enough, $14,000 of our hard-earned 
tax dollars were spent this summer 
on a biased push poll by a Salem lob-
bying firm to convince us that this 
expensive boondoggle is actually 
a good idea. The push poll did not 
contain a single argument for why 
government-run ambulances are a 
bad idea. This “poll” was really just 
another expensive sham to pull the 
wool over our eyes. 

Now, the ambulance district board 
is going to spend another $20,000 of 
your money on a flashy promotion-
al campaign. This is designed to get 
you to vote for continuing this gov-
ernment-run fiasco. 

As long as residents don’t know 
what’s happening, the government 
officials assume that we’ll keep pay-
ing for their lavish salary and bene-
fits that most of us could only dream 
of making. 

I’m done with government-run 
ambulances. We can modernize our 
ambulance services just like the rest 
of Oregon and stop nickel-and-dim-
ing our seniors and small business 
owners. Stop paying three times for 
an ambulance ride. 

Vote NO on Measure 20-322.

Vote No on the Upcoming Ambulance Tax Levy

Guest Viewpoint
By Larry Farnsworth

Former Board Member of the 

Western Lane Ambulance District

  USPS# 497-660      Copyright 2021 © Siuslaw News 

President Joseph Biden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
TTY/TDD: 202-456-6213

www.whitehouse.gov

Oregon Gov. 

Kate Brown
160 State Capitol 900 Court St.

Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Message Line:
 503-378-4582

www.oregon.gov/gov

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden
221 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg

Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244 | 541-431-0229

www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg

Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753 | 541-465-6750

www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio  

(4th Dist.)
2134 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416

541-269-2609 | 541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

State Sen. Dick 

Anderson (Dist. 5)
900 Court St. NE - S-303

Salem, OR 97301
 503-986-1705

 Email: Sen.DickAnderson@
oregonlegislature.gov

State Rep. 

Boomer Wright (Dist. 9)
900 Court St. NE, H-476

Salem, OR 97301
PO Box 39000 Florence, OR 

97439
503-986-1409

Email: Rep.BoomerWright@
oregonlegislature.gov 

Lane County Dist. 1

Commissioner

Jay Bozievich
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203

Email: Jay.Bozievich@
co.lane.or.us

Florence City Council

& Mayor Joe Henry
Florence City Hall, 250 

Highway 101, Florence, 97439
541-997-3437

ci.florence.or.us

WHERE TO WRITE

Letters to the Editor Policy

The Siuslaw News welcomes Letters to the Editor and 
Guest Viewpoints as part of a community discussion 
of issues on the local, state and national level. Letters 
are subject to editing for length, grammar and clarity. 
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and depends 
on space available and the volume of letters received.

Email letters to cmeyer@thesiuslawnews.com

To be considered for publication:

 Letters must address pertinent or timely issues of 
interest to our readers at-large. In addition:

• Letters reflect the opinion of the writer. The Siuslaw 
News cannot verify the accuracy of all statements made 
in letters. Authors should ensure any information is ac-
curate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge or 
hearsay, and include sources where possible.

• Letters have a suggested 300-word limit and may be 
edited for grammar and clarity.

• Authors must sign their full name and include their 
street address (only city will be printed), as well as a 
daytime phone number and/or email address for verifi-
cation. The person who signs the letter must be the ac-
tual author. Siuslaw News does not accept anonymous 
Letters to the Editor.

• Siuslaw News will not print form letters, libelous 
letters, business promotions or personal disputes, poet-
ry, open letters, letters espousing religious views with-
out reference to a current issue, or letters considered in 
poor taste. Letters also may not be part of letter-writing 
campaigns.

• Writers are limited to one published letter every 
two weeks.

To submit to the Siuslaw News:
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(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on these and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

Impressed by Celebration

I was absolutely impressed by  
the opening activities of City 
Lights Cinemas and Siuslaw Public  
Library District’s Frank Herbert 

“Dune” Celebration. 
Tuesday’s movie and informa-

tional session was outstanding.  
The Spice popcorn topping was out 
of this world and the 1984 movie  
by David Lynch was surprisingly 
great. 

I’m looking forward to spice, more 
sandworms and good times when 
the new “Dune” movie is released 
this month. 

I didn’t think this was something 
I’d like, but I was wrong. I encourage 
you all to check out the “Dune” Cel-
ebration, since all of it was inspired 
by our dunes.

Learn more about this collec-
tion and collaborative celebration  
at citylightscinemas.com/dune-cele 
bration.

— Jo Beaudreau
Florence
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