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graduate, just like Waggoner’s 
grandma.

“I figured out that I had 
connections there that I didn’t 
even know,” Waggoner said.

The Honor Flight landed in 
D.C. on Friday and left on Sun-
day. Much of the tour revolved 
around visits to monuments 
and memorials, including the 
National Mall, World War II 
Museum, Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, 
Korean War Veterans Memo-
rial, Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt Memorial and the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial.

Waggoner joined other 
people, called guardians, who 
helped each of the attending 
veterans. Some of them were 
also from western Lane Coun-
ty.

“It was only 48 hours, but 
we got attached because we 
spent that much time togeth-
er just over those two days,” 
Waggoner said.

In particular, she connect-

ed with veterans 
that she got to 
help push in their 
wheelchairs or 
guide through 
some of the sites.

The trip gave 
Waggoner a 
unique view of 
veterans visiting 
important sites to 
them, their fami-
lies and those who 
never returned from combat.

“There were three WWII 
veterans on our trip. They 
were sort of slouched down 
in their wheelchairs, but as 
soon as they saw the WWII 
memorial, instantly they were 
all stick straight in their seats,” 
she said. 

Some of the locations were 
especially moving, including 
the “Wall that Heals,” the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Wall.

“Our Vietnam veterans 
didn’t have the welcome home 
that they deserved to have. 
Right after we did a group 
picture of all the Vietnam vet-

erans, some people just said, 
‘Welcome home.’ There were 
instant tears for everybody. 
Because for them, it truly is a 
welcome home, and a time of 
healing and remembrance,” 
Waggoner said.

The Honor Flight also vis-
ited Arlington National Cem-
etery, where the Honor Flight 
witnessed the changing of the 
guard at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.

“That is always very pow-
erful. We actually had a few 
people who were able to do 
a wreath laying ceremony, 
which is quite an honor for the 
people that get to go out there 
and interact with the guards at 
the tomb,” Waggoner said.

A special feature of the 
Honor Flight is the Mail Call, 
where the veterans receive 
packets of mail. These writ-
ten letters, some from fam-
ily, some from strangers or 
students, thank the veterans 
for their service and honor 
them. Locally, Deb Bogart, 

who owns The Mustard Seed 
in Florence, coordinated the 
creation of dozens of letters for 
the veterans.

“Seeing them open their 
mail, piece by piece and real-
ly reading each one, brought 
tears to not only their eyes, but 
people watching them,” Wag-
goner said.

The trip also featured the 
Marine Corps Memorial, Na-
tional Museum of the Army, 
Air Force Memorial, Disabled 
Veterans of America Memori-
al, Women In Military Service 
For America Memorial and 
the US Navy Memorial. 

Living in D.C., Waggoner is 
able to visit the National Mall 
often, and she likes to go there 
for runs or just the day on the 
weekend. 

“Growing up, you would 
always get asked if you could 
travel to one place, where 
would you go and why. I al-
ways said Washington, D.C.,” 
she said.

She first visited the nation’s 

capital right be-
fore she began her 
senior year at Siu-
slaw. 

“What inspired 
me to come back 
in my senior year 
and plan the Vet-
erans Assembly 
was seeing an 
Honor Flight 
group at the 
WWII Memo-

rial,” Waggoner said. “To see 
that many WWII veterans was 
incredible. I don’t think I real-
ized at the time how many we 
still had. That was one of the 
most prominent things that 
stood out from that experi-
ence before my senior year.”

While the pandemic has 
prevented the assembly from 
happening in recent years, 
Waggoner’s siblings, sopho-
mores this year, are working 
on planning the assembly this 
year.

“I’m excited that they’re 
going to continue that on, 
because it’s super important 
when you have a communi-
ty that has so many veterans 
like we do to be able to con-
nect those experiences with 
the students,” Waggoner said. 
“They’re learning about these 
events in class, but veterans are 
still here. There’s so much we 
can learn from them.”

Even with her history de-
gree, she said she learned so 
much on this trip.

“Any veterans out there, I 
would encourage you to talk 
to these veterans about their 
experience going. You know, 
I haven’t served, so I can’t 
speak from that perspective, 

but I think it is really transfor-
mational for people. I didn’t 
speak with a single veteran 
that regretted going. And I 
think it can be a really healing 
and really neat experience, es-
pecially if you get to go with a 
guardian, someone close with 
you in your life.”

The South Willamette Val-
ley Honor Flight works with 
veterans in Benton, Lane, 
Lincoln and Linn counties by 
taking them to Washington, 
D.C., to experience their me-
morials. These can be veter-
ans who served between the 
beginning of WWII and the 
end of the Vietnam War, Dec. 
7, 1941, to May 7, 1975. Cur-
rently, flight priority is given 
to WWII, Korean War and 
terminally ill veterans. 

Veterans travel at no cost 
because of the generous sup-
port of individuals, business-
es and civic organizations. 
Guardians who attend need 
to fundraise their trips.

“Everybody there that 
volunteered their time real-
ly went because they cared,” 
Waggoner said. “It didn’t mat-
ter who you were or where 
you were from, they wanted 
to make that experience the 
best they could for you. 

“If anyone out there would 
like to volunteer as a guard-
ian, they can always use more 
people. It’s an experience 
I’m going to remember for 
the rest of my life. And if I 
have another opportunity to 
go, I will do it. No questions 
asked.”

People can learn more 
about the Honor Flight at 
www.swvhonorflight.org.
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We are open and 
ready to assist you!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Days and Times vary

Please call for an 

appointment

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Care Credit

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD

1601-663 Rhododendron Dr – Views of the 

Siuslaw River in this well maintained manu-

factured home. Newer woodstove. Painted 

2 years ago, new hard surface flooring, dish-

washer, disposal and faucets. Washer and 

dryer included in sale. Little workshop in car-

port area. $270,000. #3265-21292763

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Tim Sapp

Owner / 

Principal Broker

541 999-8230

Drift wood Shores Resort

88416 1st Avenue, Florence

Surfside Restaurant 

at Drift wood Shores Resort 

Is Open for  take out Only 

from 5pm - 9 pm
Tuesday - Saturday

Call 

541-902-6447

1285 Bay Street, Old Town Florence 

(541) 902-8338

We are open for dine-in, take-out, 

sidewalk & patio seating

www.1285Restobar.com
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We are doing everything 
we can to safely 

serve our community.

We are open:

Noon to 8pm every day

Your guide to great
locally owned restaurants.

Wed-Sat 11am-9pm

www.nosheateryfl orence.com

541-997-5899 • 1269 Bay Street Old Town Florence

This Week’s Specials:

Cheesy enchilada soup 

(v) (gf )

Cowboy Steak 

12oz fl at iron steak 

smothered with 

homemade bbq sauce, 

jalapeños & onion rings 

served with mash and 

veggies

  

Lobster Rolls - every Friday

NOW SERVING

SUNDAY BRUNCH

9 am – 12 pm

 Full Service Catering
Weddings • Cocktail parties

Business events • Holiday gatherings
 Our location or yours!

Find dinner menu at
 bigfi shcafereedsport.com

Big Fish Café 

& Dinner House
345 Riverfront

Reedsport • 541-361-6331

Open Tuesday – Saturday 4:00 – 8:00 pm 
Sunday Brunch 9:00 am -12:00 pm

Reservations Suggested

For more information, visit these websites:

AMERICAN RED CROSS — WWW.REDCROSS.ORG

CITY OF FLORENCE — WWW.CI.FLORENCE.OR.US

FEMA — WWW.READY.GOV

LANE COUNTY — WWW.LANECOUNTY.ORG

SIUSLAW VALLEY FIRE AND RESCUE — WWW.SVFR.ORG

WLEOG — WWW.WLEOG.ORG

STREETS INSURANCE
1234 Rhododendron Dr. Florence 541-997-8574

CENTRAL LINCOLN PUD
Florence • 541-997-3414

Mon - Fri 8am to 5pm

Living on Shaky Ground:
Prepare-Survive-Recover

A WLEOG Public Outreach Program

Sponsored by West Lane Emergency Operations Group
Web address: www.wleog.org

NOW YOU CAN LEARN 
HOW TO PREPARE FOR 

EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS - 
ON YOUR COMPUTER, 

PHONE OR TABLET!
Go to WLEOG.ORG  and click on 

PREPAREDNESS CLASSES for a menu 

of disaster prep subjects.  Each has short 

videos on different topics that you can 

watch when it is convenient for you and 

your family.

**SAFE WATER, SAFE SANITATION

**EMERGENCY FOOD PLANNING 

AND PREPARATION

**PET CARE PLANNING 

FOR DISASTERS

**ARE YOU READY?

**SENIOR CITIZEN PREPAREDNESS

**DOCUMENTATION AND 

INSURANCE
In addition to the classes, the WLEOG.ORG web-

site has extremely useful information on NATURAL 
HAZARDS and EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS.  

Each of these has videos on various topics that 
explain the hazards the Pacifi c Northwest faces, and 

how to prepare for them.

Sponsored by

This is a small bag that contains a three 

day supply of food, water, medications, 

and change of clothing along with 

personal hygiene items. 

One critical item is a battery 

powered FM Radio to tune 

into 106.9 FM KCST the local 

emergency broadcast station for our area. 

Expect to be in a shelter where people 

must provide for themselves for these 

items. 

Prepare you own

“Grab & Go”

bag for use in the 

event of an emergency 

This message brought to you by the

West Lane 

Emergency Operations Group

www.wleog.org
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YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-
istration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 
262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Some of the memorials were especially poignant, including the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. (courtesy photos)


