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requesting the agency detail
the steps it has taken to make
it easier and faster to deliv-
er disaster assistance in the
wake of a catastrophic wild-
fire.

In a letter to FEMA Ad-
ministrator Deanne Criswell,
the legislators stated,

“As you know, Oregon, and
the rest of the West, experi-
enced an unprecedented and
destructive wildfire season
in 2020. Over 50,000 fires
burned 10 million acres, with
fires lasting well into the fall.
As we approach another po-
tentially catastrophic wildfire
season, many Oregonians
continue to struggle to re-
turn to the pre-disaster state
of normal. The approval of
the long-awaited cost-share
adjustment for the 2020
wildfire season is critical to
our recovery efforts and we
thank you for that”

The delays in receiving
approval for insurance pay-
ments and other forms of
federal assistance has been
disappointing to many resi-
dents who have had to delay
rebuilding due to complex
and often unclear require-
ments form state and federal
agencies.

The joint letter came as the
Bootleg fire in Southern Ore-
gon has destroyed at least 21
houses and is putting nearly
2,000 more at risk. The blaze,
the origins of which remain
under investigation, has
killed cattle and has caused
urgent evacuations. It contin-
ues to be the largest uncon-
trolled blaze in the country.

Two other large fires, the
Jack Fire in Southern Ore-
gon and the Grandview Fire
in Central Oregon, have also
forced evacuations.

The disruption caused by
2020’s devastating fires de-
stroyed 3,000 structures and
continues as hundreds of
people remain displaced or
unemployed as a result of the
fires.

Locally, members of Siu-
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slaw Valley Fire and Rescue
have sent support to fire-
fighters working to suppress
and contain the Bootleg fire,
according to Fire/EMS Chief
Michael Schick.

“We sent two firefighters
there, Captain Tony Miller
and Lt. Blair Campbell, and
they have been checking in
with us daily. Right now, this
is a weather-controlled fire
and will likely be burning
until nature helps out with
some moisture,” Schick re-
ported. “The other fire we are
watching closely is the Jack
Fire in Douglas County. We
have not been asked to send
any additional resources to
either fire. At this time, we
prefer to keep the rest of our
resources close to home”

The response to the Hol-
iday Farm Fire near Blue
River, which destroyed 788
structures but also burned
more than 175,000 acres of
land, has drawn criticism of
FEMASs level of preparedness
and engagement.

As a result, state and fed-
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eral representatives want to
avoid a repeat in the delays
experienced in providing
meaningful assistance to
those impacted.

There are currently three
major wildfires in Oregon
and the expectation that this
is only the beginning of a
very difficult season for fire-
fighters and their communi-
ties, was a major reason for
the concerns expressed to
Criswell.

The delegation’s letter
went on to pose questions
to FEMA, including about
resources, natural disasters
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and more.

Recent analysis found that
in 2020, 2,215 different fires
burned a total of 1,141,613
acres of Oregon land. Out of
all states, Oregon is second
most impacted by more than
2020 wildfires.

Locally, the Siuslaw Region
is considered at “high” fire
danger. Look for the chart
and read more about fire re-
strictions at www.svfr.org.

SOFTWASH PRESSURE & POWER WASHING
Commercial
Dumpster Pads * Public Areas * Drive Thru
Loading Docks * Shopping Carts * Fleet Cleaning
Logging Trucks * Service Bays
Residential
Roofs * Rain Gutters * Sidewalks  Driveways * Fences
Decks » Home Exterior Soft Washing
We also pressure wash RV's & Off road Vehicles
Dependable * Trust Worthy * On Time

(541) 305-5812 + ORCEC.com ¢ SoftWashMe.com

Florence City Business License #46108

Enjoy the ease of

Showering Safely

So you can stay in the home you love!

v Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor
v Professionally [nstalled in 1 day
v Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

v Fold Down Safety Seat
v Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
v Lifetime Warranty

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. Witha !
new walk-in shower, you can make sure your bathroom
ages as gracefully as you do. This shower was designed i
by experts, with you in mind, focusing on safety and
convenience when it matters most. Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk
of falling, giving you the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

v Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head

v Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair Accessible

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of up to

.$750 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call 541-275-2318
&
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SAFE'VSTEP
VWALK-IN SHOWER

www.SafeStepShower.com

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Shower.
Not applicable with any previous walk-in shower purchase.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

____________________________________

541

-275-2318

for more information and ask about our Senior Discounts

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED
CREDIT
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Ask about low APR financing

(541) 997-3475 2150 Hwy. 101, Florence ... oty Financing throw

Browse Our Current Inventory online at: www.johnstonmotorcompany.com

major financial institutions.
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4X4 SLT 40K MILES, 5.7L HEMI, AUTO
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RAM 2500

X4 CREW CAB 6.2L HEMI HD, CUS-
M ALLOYS MORE (21U90#570253)
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4X4 SUPER CREW

28K MILES, WELL EUIPPED
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RAM 2500 HD

LIFTED CUMMINS DIESEL, AUTO,
MUCH MORE (21U84#223811)
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CREW CAB, XLT, 6.7L DIESEL, AUTO,
CANOPY, LOW MILES (21U72#2222)
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CREW CAB SHORT BED 1 OWNER 6.7
DIESEL (21U94#)

£34,995
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