
upon reaching the beach.

To access the trailhead, 

walk from the parking lot 

entrance back across the 

entry road and onto the 

trail.

The trail begins on a 

partially paved path lined 

on both sides with lush 

foliage from the Siuslaw 

National Forest. Wild 

mushrooms can be found 

growing along the sides of 

the trail, but it is important 

to use caution when forag-

ing, as some fungi are 

deadly and various species 

of mushrooms can be eas-

ily confused.  

As the path curves 

slightly upward, the lake 

peeks through the trees on 

the left. The trail then 

winds around to a wooden 

bridge which leads you 

over the water, and the 

lake can be seen from both 

sides of the bridge.

The trail continues to 

wind up and around 

through the forest, and 

about .4 miles in, there is a 

bench overlooking the 

lake with a beautiful vista, 

and the ocean can be heard 

in the distance. Just after 

the .5-mile mark, there is a 

crest that looks out all the 

way to the ocean, and the 

path forks to the right for 

beach access.

Visitors can stop and 

take pictures from this 

viewpoint and rest at the 

provided bench before 

continuing the trail 

through the dunes to the 

beach. 

From here, the trail 

moves from easy to mod-

erate; this portion of the 

trail is not covered over-

head by the forest, so it is 

considerably hotter in the 

summer than the first .5 

miles, and the path transi-

tions from partially paved 

to soft sand dunes with a 

slight incline. 

Throughout the sand 

dunes, there are reeds and 

grasses, various trees and 

wildflowers along the 

sides of the path. At rough-

ly one mile in, the right 

side of the path becomes 

partially covered overhead 

by the trees with sand 

dunes continuing on the 

left side of the trail. You 

will then reach a huge tree 

with a fork in the path and 

a sign that directs you to 

either Carter Lake 

Campground to the left or 

the remainder of the 

Taylor Dunes Trail to the 

right. Take the right fork 

to continue and access the 

beach.

The trail becomes more 

covered by the forest at 

this point, and as the path 

winds around, certain por-

tions surround hikers in a 

verdant tunnel of trees. 

The trail is also partially 

paved again through this 

final area leading to the 

beach.

Coming out of the trees, 

visitors will find them-

selves upon the dunes 

once more, and as you 

walk up the final crest for 

the last .2 miles out, you 

finally reach the beach and 

a marker for Carter Lake 

Trail.

On the beach, you will 

find the shells of scallops, 

clams and crabs as well as 

sand dollars. Driftwood 

lines the shore, but visi-

tors should note that peo-

ple should never stand on 

driftwood logs, as they 

can roll unpredictably, 

causing injury.

After taking in the 

beach, the same path can 

be followed back to reach 

the start of the trail. The 

total elevation gain is 144 

feet, and the distance 

roundtrip is 2.6 miles.

The trail is somewhat of 

a hidden gem – only two 

other people were on the 

trail during peak hiking 

hours in the middle of the 

day on Fourth of July 

weekend. 

It should also be noted 

that a black bear sighting 

was reported in the area on 

June 27. If you encounter 

a bear, the Oregon 

Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (ODFW) recom-

mend you:

Stop. Never approach a 

bear at any time for any 

reason. If you see bear 

cubs, leave the area.

Give any bear you 

encounter space and a way 

to escape. Step off the trail 

and slowly walk away.

Stay calm and do not 

run or make sudden move-

ments. Face the bear and 

slowly back away.

Avoid making eye con-

tact with the bear.

Don’t run or climb a 

tree as it may encourage 

the bear to chase you.

In the unlikely event 

you are attacked, fight 

back, shout, be aggressive, 

use rocks, sticks and 

hands.

When hiking in bear 

country, make noise to 

reduce the risk of surpris-

ing a bear, keep children 

close by and in sight and 

carry pepper spray.

When camping in bear 

country, secure and 

remove food. Never feed a 

bear. Keep garbage, pet 

food and the BBQ area 

secure. Feeding other ani-

mals, including birds, can 

also attract bears.

Report aggressive ani-

mals and sightings to your 

local Oregon State Police 

or the ODFW.

Despite the potential 

dangers, this trail unites 

the best of the coastal for-

est with the stunning vista 

of the dunes and ocean.

For more information 

about Taylor Dunes Trail, 

visit www.fs.usda.gov/

recarea/s ius law/recre-

a t i o n / r e c a r e a / ? r e -

cid=42551. 

2B | SATURDAY, JULY 17, 2021 | SIUSLAW NEWS

FLORENCE FOOD SHARE
Here to alleviate hunger and enhance the health and dignity 

of people in Lane County. Because no one should go hungry.

Ever wondered if you qualify to receive food from us?

Your income has to be at or below 

the income level in this chart:

HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE

MONTHLY

INCOME

ANNUAL

INCOME

1 $3,190 $38,200

2 $4,310 $51,720

3 $5,430 $65,160

FOR EACH ADDITIONAL MEMBER ADD

$1,120 PER MONTH OR $13,440 PER YEAR

We also need: 

Your Name - Number of household members & your address.

2190 Spruce Street

Florence, OR 97439

(541) 997-9110

fl orencefoodshare.org

Do you part and volunteer today to 
help support these organizations in our 
community.

Habitat for Humanity

Florence Habitat Volunteer Opportunities:
AM shift is 9-1, PM shift is 1-5
ReStore Cashier: Wed. PM & Sat. PM • ReStore; Donation Processor: Tue. 
PM, • Thursday and Saturday both shifts; Construction: If you are a novice 
or a professional builder, we can use your help!
Contact Ivy 541-902-9227 ext. 101 • www.fl orencehabitat.org

Helping Hands Coalition

We are in need of volunteers on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. We 
need volunteers to serve food, set up for meals and also prepare meals 
beginning at 11:00 am and fi nishing at 2:00pm.
New Location: Community Baptist Church, 4590 Hwy. 101, Florence

(Across from Fred Meyer)

Oregon Coast Humane Society

relies heavily on volunteers.
There are many opportunities to volunteer and a variety of skills and 
talents are always in need. Volunteer interest forms may be found online, 
at the shelter and at our Thrift Shop on Bay Street.
www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org/volunteer/

Senior & Disability Services (A division of Lane Council of Governments)

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Senior & Disability Services is looking for volunteers for our Senior 
Connections Programs and Senior Meals Programs—Meals on Wheels 
and Café 60-- in Florence! No experience is necessary. As a volunteer, 
you will be taught on how to help those in our community through the 
volunteering opportunity that best suites you.  For more information, 
please call 541-682-3353. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustoofl orence.org

Faith – Friendship - Fellowship – Fun

CHURCH DIRECTORY
To include your organization in this directory, 

please call us @ 541-997-3441

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE

Ongoing Devotions, Study Circles, Services 

To The Community, Informal Gatherings.

For Information, Visit Us On Facebook:

Baha’I Community of Florence, Oregon Or

Phone 541-590-0779

BAY BERRY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Friday Evenings – 7 PM  SINGSPIRATION

You are invited to come and sing your favorite 

Ole Time Gospel songs. Come and enjoy a time of 

fellowship & refreshments before we sing.

NEW LOCATION

Now Meeting in Fellowship Hall of First Baptist 

Church at 1935 East 25th Street 

For Info: Jack - 541-999-8278 or 

Ron - mccrary9483@gmail.com

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

2705 Munsel Lake Road, All are welcome!

Sunday Worship Services are at 10 AM & 11:15 AM.

Bishop Larry Farnsworth 541-999-1979

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

4590 Hwy. 101, Across from Fred Meyer –- 997-7418

Sunday School, 9:30a.m. – Worship, 10:45

Wed. Prayer - 6:00 p.m. –

Wed. Ministries 1-8 Grade 7 p.m.

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services are 9am and 11am  and on 

Facebook live and  KCST at 11am

Wednesdays at 7pm

https://www.fl orencecrossroadag.org/church-online

Other platforms update after the service.

fl orencecrossroadag.org 

offi ce@fl orencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  

Sunday Service also streaming live at 10:00 am 

at fl orencechurch.com

FLORENCE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Pre-Denominational (Romans 16:16)

1833 Tamarack Street

 (2 blocks east of Hwy. 101 on 18th St.)

Bible Study: Sunday 10 a.m.; Worship: Sunday 11 a.m.

www.churchofchristfl orence.org

FLORENCE EVANGELICAL CHURCH

1318 Rhododendron Dr. • 541-997-2523

Sunday Service 11am ( Children Sunday School)

Mid-Week Activities, all ages.

FLORENCE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

4445 Hwy 101 (South of Fred Meyer) – 997-3951

Worship on Saturday 11:00 A.M.

Adult/Children’s Sabbath School 10:00 A.M.

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road

RUAUU?  All are welcome to explore the answer.

Until it is safe to meet in person, Sunday Worship Services

are available 24/7 on our website: www.florenceuuf.org

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Link to Sunday services at

www.fl orenceunitedmethodist.org

or fi nd us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH

1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.

Sun. Services: 10:45 a.m.  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.

Website: fl orence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.

21st & Spruce Streets—997-8113

Pastor Jim Abbott,  All are welcome.

Sunday in-person worship service@ 10:30.

Also available to you on website

www.fl orencenewlifelutheran.org.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE  SIUSLAW

3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136    

Internet and in person Sunday services at 10AM,

 Call the church for details. 

Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  (QUAKERS)

“War is still not the answer.” FCNL

We meet Sunday’s at 11am in our homes.

Call 408-482-1141 or 541-997-4237 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10am 1st & 2nd Sunday 

and 8am 3rd & 4th Sunday

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 

DVD of Weekly worship service available.

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcfl orence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL

Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 9am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.

541-997-6600 standssecretary19@gmail.com Labyrinth & 

Garden daily 8am-5pm

“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312

COVID-19 Compliant Masses have been scheduled.  

Please call our offi ce for details.

Give us a call 541-997-3441

to get us your updates or email to:

mberg@thesiuslawnews.com

SUMMER SPECIAL 

$1000 OFF THE FIRST MONTH RENT FOR 

MOVE IN DURING JUNE AND JULY

Contact us today to set up a tour or 

to receive an informational packet

DeAnn Hawkins, Community Relations Director

(541)997-6111    DHawkins@spruce-point.com

TRAIL from page 1B

 The Taylor Dunes Trail features walking surfaces 

ranging from asphalt to soft sand. The trail leads 

through the trees to the beach.

The Taylor Dunes Trail can be accessed from the Carter Lake Campground turn 

off on Highway 101 south of Florence.


