
Festive 

Fourth

W
hen Lane Coun-
ty was designat-
ed at lower risk 

for the community spread 
of COVID-19, the Florence 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
City of Florence and Port  
of Siuslaw decided to move 
forward with Florence’s 
annual Fourth of July fire-
works and other festivities.  
This was soon followed 
by activities organized by  
Florence Habitat for Hu-
manity, Oregon Coast Mili-

tary Museum, Darlings Ma-
rina & RV Resort, Florence  
Elks Lodge #1858 and  
more.

Darlings Marina began 
local Fourth of July festivi-
ties on Saturday night with 
a July 3 fireworks display 
that took place over Siltcoos 
Lake. The popular restaurant 
and campground has been 
sponsoring its own Indepen-
dence Day celebration for the 
past few years, and the event 

See FOURTH page 6A

Florence area’s Independence Day 

celebrations span weekend

FIRST WEIGH-IN JULY 14TH (MANDATORY!)Enter the...

Challenge Details inside today’s issue or online anytime at www.thesiuslawnews.com.
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INVITES YOU TO OUR VIRTUAL AUCTION 2021
To be held over (4) weekends starting on Thursday June 24th

and running through Sunday July 18th

AUCTION #1  NOON THURS JUNE 24– 7 PM SUNDAY JUNE 27
AUCTION #2  NOON THURS JULY 1 - 7 PM SUNDAY JULY 4
AUCTION #3  NOON THURS JULY 8 - 7 PM SUNDAY JULY 11
AUCTION #4  NOON THURS JULY 15 - 7 PM SUNDAY JULY 18
SPECIAL WINE AUCTION SATURDAY JULY 17 ; 7AM – 7PM

For More Details and to Register for the Auction, Please go 
to Our Website www.theflorencerotary.org

For More Details and to Register for the Auction,

Please go to Our Website www.theflorencerotary.org
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Coastal visitors should keep safety in mind

For decades, the Florence area 
has attracted Oregonians and 
people from all over. As tempera-
tures rise, and COVID-19 mask 
and social distance mandates are 
lifted, beach visits have increased, 
leading to questions regarding 
sneaker waves and rip currents. 
Experts predict some sneak-
er waves will occur this coming 
summer and say rip currents  
occur every day along the West 
Coast. 

Historically, sneaker waves 
have killed more than 21 people 
in Oregon since 1990, based on a 
report by the Oregonian released 
in 2016, but as awareness spreads, 
the number of fatalities has de-
creased. In 2021, zero deaths have 
occurred due to sneaker waves in 
Oregon, but there have been two 
recorded deaths by rip currents, 
according to the National Weath-
er Service (NWS). 

Colby Newman, a meteorolo-
gist from the NWS in Portland, 
provided resources and knowl-
edge on how to prepare before 
packing for the beach. Further, 
he explained how to detect and  
survive dangerous beach encoun-
ters. 

According to Newman, sneaker 
waves are large and sudden waves 

that run higher up the beach with 
enough power to sweep people 
back into the ocean. It’s exactly 
what it sounds like — a wave that 
sneaks up on you with no warn-
ing. This leads to dangers includ-
ing hypothermia, injuries from 
logs, and being smashed into 
rocks with barnacles.

See WAVES page 7A

Sneaker waves and rip currents possible all year

Agencies felt  

prepared for  

holiday emergency 

response

The first major public event in 
a quickly recovering post COVID 
world took place on Sunday as 
thousands gathered in and around 
the Port of Siuslaw for a Fourth of 
July celebration. The Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Port of Siuslaw worked together 
over the past month to ensure there 
was a safe, inspected launch area for 
the dozen or so different types and 
styles of fireworks that were shot 
into the air over the Siuslaw River.

In addition, increased attention 
was paid to the extremely dry con-
ditions in the area.

According to Port Manager 
Dave Huntington, the event went 
smoothly.

See RESPONSE page 6A
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The central Oregon Coast along Highway 101 can pose many risks 

to the unaware beachgoer. People can check marine.weather.gov 

for information on strong waves.

By Mark Brennan

Siuslaw News


