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action to provide communi-
cations in crises when more
sophisticated platforms are
compromised.

As part of the groups
training, they participate in
the Amateur Radio Relay
League (ARRL) Field Day,
an annual event designed by
the league to simulate con-
ditions which would require
the use of ham radios as the
primary source of commu-
nication between govern-
ment entities and the public.

The 2021 ARRL Field Day
takes place next weekend,
June 26 to 27, and more than
40,000 “hams” across North
America will set up tempo-
rary transmitting stations to

demonstrate the important
service they provide to the
community. Florence will be
participating in the national
radio exercise from 11 a.m.
on Saturday until 10:59 a.m.
on Sunday.

“Hams have a long histo-
ry of serving our commu-
nities when storms or other
disasters damage critical
communication infrastruc-
ture, including cell towers,”
said COCARC Field Day
Chairperson Bob  Pine.
“Ham radio functions com-
pletely independently of the
internet and phone systems
and a station can be set up
almost anywhere in min-
utes. Hams can quickly raise
a wire antenna in a tree or
on a mast, connect it to a

radio and power source, and
communicate  effectively
with others”

Unfortunately, the con-
tinuing issues associated
with the pandemic will have
a significant impact on this
year’s event, as it did last
year. Ham operators will
not be able to share the day
with the public and will be
operating from homes, ga-
rages and trailers scattered
throughout Lane County.

Many hams have portable
radio communication ca-
pability that includes alter-
native energy sources such
as generators, solar panels
and batteries to power their
equipment, which could be
invaluable in a time of crisis.

There is also a competitive
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When groups could
gather in person, the
Central Oregon Coast
Amateur Radio Club
used to meet annually
for the Amateur Radio
Relay League Field Day.

aspect to the day, as partici-
pants will attempt to contact
as many stations as possible
in addition to learning how
to operate their radio gear in
abnormal situations and un-
der less than optimal condi-
tions.

The AARL represents
more than 170,000 FCC li-
censed amateurs and their
expertise is used by fund-
raising events like mara-
thons, bike-a-thons, walk-a-
thons and parades when not
training for disasters.

Individuals interested in
learning more about ham
radio or the ARRL Field day
should contact COCARC
representative Jay Guetti-
er at 541-991-9478 or at
jguett@gmail.com.
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Has it been 5 years or more since your
tank was pumped? Then it’s time!

Call us to today to schedule an appointment.

Check Saturday’s paper for a coupon good on your next service.

Lowest Prices Guaranteed—We will match any competitors price !
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Showering Safely

So you can stay in the home you love!
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i www.SafeStepShower.con

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. With a
new walk-in shower, you can make sure your bathroom
ages as gracefully as you do. This shower was designed
by experts, with you in mind, focusing on safety and
convenience when it matters most. Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk
of falling, giving you the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

541-647-2855

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

e THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

¢ MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR
YOUR HOME

e SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Shower.
Not applicable with any previous walk-in shower purchase.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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v Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor ~  Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head

v Professionally Installed in 1 day v Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair Accessible

v Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

e LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY ]” v Fold Down Safety Seat 5 4 1 - 2 7 5 - 2 3 1 8
tDoes not include material costs. Expires 06/30/2021. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90
minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per '/ Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
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