
Book Review

“Blood Grove” 

By Walter Mosley

It is 1969, and flames can be 
seen on the horizon, protest 

wafts like smoke through the 
thick air, and Easy Rawlins, 
the Black private detective 
whose small agency finally 
has its own office, gets a visit 
from a white Vietnam veteran. 

The young man comes to 
Easy with a story that makes 
little sense. He and his lover, a 
beautiful young woman, were 

attacked in a citrus grove at the 
city’s outskirts. He may have 
killed a man, and the woman 
and his dog are now missing. 
Inclined to turn down what 
sounds like nothing but trou-
ble, Easy takes the case when 
he realizes how damaged the 
young vet is from his war 
experiences —  the bond be-
tween veterans superseding 
all other considerations.

The veteran is not Easy’s 
only unlooked-for trouble. 
Easy’s adopted daughter 
Feather’s white uncle show up 
uninvited, raising questions 
and unsettling the life Easy 
has forged for the now young 
woman. “Blood Grove” is a 
crackling, moody, and thrill-
ing race through a California 

of hippies and tycoons, radi-
cals and sociopaths, cops and 
grifters, both men and wom-
en. Easy will need the help of 
his friends — from the genius 
Jackson Blue to the dangerous 
Mouse Alexander, Fearless 
Jones and Christmas Black — 
to make sense of a case that 
reveals the darkest impulses 
humans harbor.

“Blood Grove” is the crown-
ing achievement of the Easy 
Rawlins saga, a novel of vast 
scope and intimate insight, 
and a soulful call for justice by 
any means necessary.

Conforming to New 

Masking Rules

Siuslaw Public Library staff 
have been hard at work re-

viewing the updated guidance 
from the Oregon Health Au-
thority (OHA). 

Per the newest OHA guid-
ance, Oregon businesses (in-
cluding libraries) may either: 

1) continue to require face 
coverings for patrons and em-
ployees; or 

2) develop and implement a 
policy for verifying the vacci-
nation status of users. 

For now, the Siuslaw Public 
Library will continue to re-
quire face coverings in both 
locations of the library rather 
than ask for vaccination veri-
fication from those accessing 
the building. 

Patrons who cannot wear 
masks for medical reasons, 
or who prefer not to enter the 

library with a mask, can also 
continue to access curbside 
pickup, online services, and 
phone reference. 

We will continue to review 
new requirements as they are 
issued, and, like you, we can’t 
wait to see the end of this 
phase of the pandemic.

Summer Reading on its way 

“Reading Colors Your 
World!” is the theme of the 
2021 summer reading pro-
gram, which begins in June. 
The library is looking for-
ward to encouraging reading 
among children, teens, and 
adults over the summer. 

Adults, teens and kids will 
be able to pick up packets at 
the library in June.

Library Tidings News about the Siuslaw Public Library by Kevin Mittge
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“We’re next to the Bridge”

100 Hwy. 101
See all Florence Listings at cbcoast.com

83764 CLEAR LAKE RD

WOAHINK LAKEFRONT RANCH: Surround yourself w/ unrivaled privacy on crown jewel 
of Woahink’s Summerbell Arm. Unique 30-acre ranch property available for first time in 60 
years. 3400 SF 2-story mid-century modern home, custom-designed to sustain family of 8, sits 
in park-like setting. Brimming w/ vertical grain cabinetry, built-in storage, & lake views from 
every room. 1300 SF guest home up the lane. The history of the ranch lives on in 2 barns 
& 3 fenced pastures. Once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. $1,794,000 #12183 MLS#21202774

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Hoberg’s
Complete Auto Repair

www.hobergsautorepair.com

345 Hwy. 101 • P.O. Box 357

Florence, OR 97439-0012

541-997-2413

Kevin McMullen
3rd Generation Owner

hobergsautorepair@gmail.com

Serving Your Auto Needs Since 1945

Celebrating
70+ Years!

FREE Taxi Ride via: River Cities Taxies
Florence City Limits Only

From our shop to your home or work

New 

Service

 Offered

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Melody.

Melody Beaudro

Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Shoreline Dr #131 – Wonder-

ful ocean views on buildable 

land in the Kla-Ha-Nee devel-

opment. A private gated com-

munity of high-end oceanfront 

and ocean view houses. 

Walk to the ocean, breathe 

the fresh air, and take in the 

natural beauty. Utilities at 

the lot line; septic approved. 

$268,500. #3138-20332598

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Aileen Sapp

Broker

541 999-5396

591 Myeena Lp – Four bedroom, two bath fi xer 

on a corner lot just waiting for attention! Large liv-

ing room, carport, established garden with a deck 

and fi re pit. Come make this home shine again! 

This is an estate, it’s being sold in AS-IS condi-

tion. $210,000. #3204-21046717

New Listing

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-
istration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 
262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Coastal Belle Boutique
87768 Hwy. 101, North • (Next to American Market)

Open: M-TH 10am to 5pm • Fri-Sun 10am-6pm

• Women’s Clothing
• Purses
• Jewelry
• Spray Tanning and 

More!
• Gift  Certifi cates 

Available

Grand Opening
Friday, May 28th –
Sunday, May 30th

10% Off  

Everything in the Store!

  Give Aways and Cookies
From Glitter and 

Sprinkles Sweetery!

Everyone is Welcome to Celebrate with Us!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

 We’re buying used cars, 

trucks  and SUV’s.

 Any make or model, 

paid for or not.

Please call today for quote.

All quotes by appointment only.

NOTICE

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475
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and we will see all of our commu-
nity students returning to in person 
learning.”

Mapleton’s budget plans to keep 
the district’s staffing levels the 
same, with contractual cost of liv-
ing adjustments, step increases for 
salaries, increase in insurance costs 
and utility increases included in the 
budget.

“This proposed budget expresses 
our efforts to provide students with 
a comprehensive and challenging 
educational program, meet man-
dated graduation standards, main-
tain appropriate class sizes, provide 
continued opportunities for co- 
and extra-curricular activities and 
provide adequate supplies and in-
structional materials,” O’Mara said.

Following a discussion on the 
funds included in the budget, 
Walton asked for a motion to ap-
prove the budget. This was made 
by School Board Chair Mary Ellen 
Mansfield and seconded by Budget 
Committee member Tim Moffett. 
In a roll call vote, a quorum of the 
Budget Committee approved the 
proposed budget.

Since the proposed budget has 
been approved, other dates set aside 
for the Budget Committee to meet 
will not be necessary. People can 
weigh in on the Proposed Budget at 

the June 16 meeting of the Maple-
ton School Board and submit com-
ment ahead of time.

The full budget presentation, as 
well as the rest of the meeting, is 
available to view on the school dis-
trict’s YouTube channel, which can 
be accessed at mapleton.k12.or.us.

“Well, I want to thank the Budget 
Committee,” O’Mara said. “Thank 
you for going through the budget, 
thank you for reading it, thank you 
for asking the questions. If you 
come up with any other questions 
that you might have regarding it, 
please don’t hesitate to let us know 
or ask us, because we’re more than 
willing to talk about the budget.”

Immediately afterward, the Ma-
pleton School Board continued the 
meeting with a report from Student 
Liaison Orion Ricks. 

Ricks updated the school board 
on the Mapleton High School Con-
stitution and recent changes ap-
proved by student vote to increase 
participation in leadership roles in 
the student council. 

He also talked about the Student 
Council Carwash fundraiser on 
Thursday, May 27, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Students will wash people’s 
cars for a donation to the council’s 
fund for future activities, such as 
the Oregon Association of Student 
Councils conference.

“We didn’t go to that this year, 

because it got canceled due to 
COVID, so we have a little bit of 
extra money,” Ricks said. “We fig-
ured while we’re at it, we may as 
well try to fundraise a little bit more 
to make it a little easier for the peo-
ple next year, so they don’t have to 
make up as much slack.”

Next, O’Mara gave an update on 
plans for the Mapleton High School 
graduation, planned for an outdoor, 
in-person ceremony on Saturday, 
June 12. Mapleton is able to plan an 
in-person graduation due to infor-
mation released from the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) and the 
Oregon Health Authority (OHA).

“Based on the size of our grand-
stands, we’ll still have to limit the 
number of people that can come 
with each for each graduate that 
will be in the grandstands,” O’Mara 
said. “But we kind of have a plan 
laid out.” 

She explained that Mapleton 
High School Principal Brenda 
Moyer has been working with the 
senior students and teachers on fur-
ther details, which will be released 
once they are ready.

In addition, O’Mara and the dis-
trict are taking into account OHA 
and CDC guidance for the remain-
der of the school year.

“We’ll be sending out any chang-
es that might affect the schools, 
whether it’s mask wearing or phys-

ical distancing, which is still re-
quired right now, as is mask wear-
ing in certain circumstances. But 
we have to figure out what those 
circumstances are with the new 
guidance,” she said.

As the meeting progressed, the 
board voted to approve the consent 
agenda and the 2021-22 School 
Calendar.

Next, Director Michelle Holman 
gave an update on the Equity Com-
mittee and how it hopes to offer 
insight to the Mapleton School Dis-
trict. She invited Moyer and other 
school staff to join the committee.

“There’s a lot of desire by this 
team to do something good for our 
school and for our students. It was 
a conversation, … and I think hav-
ing Brenda there would turn it into 
an action-oriented gathering,” she 
said. 

The school board decided to 
keep the committee on the agenda 
for future check-ins on the group’s 
progress, as well as updates on stu-
dent standardized testing.

Succeeding this, Mansfield pre-
sented Item 8.4, which she had 
added to the agenda. This was an 
evaluation of O’Mara as the super-
intendent.

“Since the last board meeting, we 
did meet an executive session and 
discuss Jodi’s evaluation. I took our 
comments and things that we talk-

ed about and summarized those 
into an actual evaluation, then Jody 
and I met and talked about it. Over-
all, as I’m sure you remember, it 
was very positive. In summary, we 
felt that she’s provided outstanding 
leadership to the students, staff and 
the families of our district during a 
really, really tough year. Her expe-
rience, her knowledge of policies 
and procedures and willingness to 
continually adapt to all those new 
guidelines that came out was para-
mount in keeping the learning go-
ing through this global pandemic,” 
Mansfield said. “So, thank you to 
Jodi for another year of service.” 

She also presented a new metric 
for the superintendent evaluation 
to implement in the coming years, 
which the board will review before 
August.

Mansfield suggested “focusing 
more on the standards and the 
goals for next year’s evaluation,” 
using guidance from the Oregon 
School Board Association. 

The school board also met in ex-
ecutive session per ORS 192.660(2)
(d) to conduct labor negotiations. 

In the May 18 Special Election, 
Mapleton School District reelected 
directors Andrea Milbrett, Mizu 
Burruss and Marilyn Fox to their 
positions on the school board.

For more information, visit ma-
pleton.k12.or.us.


