
 “We had a couple of 

injuries from stunting, so I 

reached out to Adria 

[Sandusky] one night and 

asked her, with it being her 

senior year, if it would be 

okay if we switched to 

non-building, meaning we 

just wouldn't stunt in our 

routine — no lifts, throws 

or tosses, just jumps, tum-

bling and dance.”

It was a difficult decision 

to make, especially with 

Sandusky being the captain 

of the squad, but the two 

were on the same page the 

whole way through.

“She immediately got 

back to me saying that she 

was thinking the same 

thing,” said Straley. “She'd 

rather be safe than sorry 

and have her team injured. 

So, we changed that, adapt-

ed, added new things, and it 

worked out really well.”

Without that part of scor-

ing in competition, Straley 

saw a big difference in the 

teams tumbling and our 

non-building skills at com-

petitions. 

“Our scores were higher 

than they were last year 

and, knowing that with the 

time we spent really clean-

ing it [up] — even next year 

with new members — that 

portion will still be strong 

enough that we can score 

even higher and hopefully 

compete against some of the 

schools that are way bigger 

than we are.”

Making the move to com-

pete as a non-building team 

this year also allowed the 

squad to compete on more 

even ground.

“For this competition that 

we just recorded, which is 

the OCCA (Oregon 

Cheerleading Coaches 

Association) 

Championships Traditional 

Routine, we're competing 

against Henley, Cottage 

Grove and Ontario, and 

they’re all ‘non-building,’” 

said Straley. “So, this year 

was kind of splitting it up 

with your 4A building 

teams and your 4A 

non-building teams.”

Having Sandusky — who 

is a fourth-year cheerleader 

and second year captain — 

as a sounding bourd has 

also been a tremendous 

asset to Straley. Aside from 

the fact that Sandusky has 

been with the team for all 

of her high school career, 

she has cheering in her 

blood; her mother was a 

major motivation for her 

continuing her career as a 

cheerleader throughout her 

tenure at Siuslaw.

“My mom did cheer at 

Marshfield,” explained 

Sandusky, “so she was 

always saying, ‘When I have 

a little girl, she's going to do 

cheer!’” So, I did, and I real-

ly fell in love with it.”

In addition to her 

improvement as a result of 

hard work put in, Sandusky 

cites her friendships with 

her teammates as another 

reason for committing to 

the squad over the years. 

“All the girls that I've met 

have really been my best 

friends,” she said, noting 

that she didn't have a lot of 

friends in high school. “I 

just really focused on home-

work and that was it. But 

once I got to cheer, it didn't 

even feel like practice. It just 

kind of felt like I got to 

hang out with my friends 

and have a good time creat-

ing bonds with everybody. 

That's what kept me going; I 

had really great people at 

practice and they just made 

it so fun.”

According to Sandusky, 

the most challenging aspect 

of this year as a captain — 

and also as an athlete in 

track and field — was the 

late start of the season.

“They weren't accepting 

indoor sports for a long 

time,” said Sandusky, “and 

even though cheer could 

really be indoor or outdoor, 

they just weren't accepting 

it for a long time, so it was 

kind of hard to find that 

time to practice.” 

In addition, it was virtual 

for quite a while, which 

made it difficult to learn the 

routines as quickly as nor-

mal. Plus, the senior was 

also working five days a 

week. 

“So, trying to find those 

days that I could come in 

[was a challenge]. I came in 

after a seven-hour shift 

today, and I was like, ‘Okay, 

cheer!’”

Sandusky definitely has a 

glass-half-full mentality, 

and an incredible work 

ethic for such a young per-

son.

“It's kind of a blessing 

and a curse with COVID,” 

she said, “because with the 

virtual [experience], it gave 

me time at home to do it, 

but I was also able to work 

full time — so I've been able 

to afford really great things 

and still do cheer while 

doing school online.” 

As a captain, Sandusky 

feels a strong responsibility 

to her team as a leader. She 

notes, “Of course coach 

keeps them in check, but 

[so do I], because I'm actu-

ally out on the floor with 

them correcting them. 

[Sometime at practice], I 

would be with the girls, tell-

ing them have confidence, 

raise your voice, sharpen 

your motions, this is what it 

needs to look like! 

“I feel like that was prob-

ably one of my biggest 

responsibilities: keeping 

them encouraged, making 

sure they had confidence 

and that they were hitting 

everything that they needed 

to hit.” 

Sandusky was a great 

source of motivation for her 

team throughout and 

described how last year’s 

state competition was her 

best memory of her cheer-

leading career at Siuslaw.

“It was the only year that 

I've been able to go to state,” 

she explained. “It was kind 

of messy, there was some 

drama, but we pushed 

through and pulled together 

as a team. But just having 

the experience of going to 

state and getting ready and 

feeling the adrenaline was 

probably my favorite mem-

ory altogether.” 

As far as this year, 

Sandusky has been very 

proud of her team for the 

speed with which they were 

able to learn their routines 

after having their season cut 

short. And she has cher-

ished the bond they devel-

oped this year as a result. 

“Past years before com-

petitions,” she said, “we'd 

have months and months 

before to practice, but this 

year, we had maybe a 

month before our first 

competition, and we didn't 

know anything. But all the 

girls really tried their hard-

est to learn as quickly as 

they could, which is what 

I'm really proud of them 

for. Everybody could really 

put in their best effort, and 

it turned out good.”

After this school year 

ends, Sandusky plans to 

attend Oregon State 

University (OSU) for 

e-campus studies, and she 

will also assistant coach 

cheer with Straley. 

Sandusky has a big inter-

est in bees, so she will 

attend some classes in per-

son for OSU’s beekeeping 

program with the intention 

of one day starting her 

own business.

“Adria has been a tre-

mendously good captain,” 

noted Straley. “She tried 

out last year as a jun-ior 

for captaincy and has done 

great. We've just had this 

bond where, if she's frus-

trated with something in 

practice, she can come to 

me about it — and if I'm 

frustrated with something, 

we kind of just have each 

other's back. So, with her 

assistant coaching next 

year and being an extra set 

of eyes, it will be great. I 

look forward to having her 

with us.”

Both Straley and 

Sandusky hopes that the 

future brings more tro-

phies to the squad, as well 

as more recognition for the 

school as a competition 

team.

“That’s something that a 

lot of people don't know,” 

said Straley. “Yesterday, we 

did a performance for 

some of the staff at the 

high school, because some 

of them don't know that 

we do competition outside 

of cheering at football 

games or basketball games. 

We're like, ‘Actually, we 

have a whole secret thing 

we do behind your backs!’”

Hopefully, next year will 

bring even more success to 

the voice of the Vikings.
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A weekly roundup of shopping,

 savings and doings around town.

1550 6th St. & Hwy 101 541-997-9424
Monday—Saturday  10-5

Make your life easier with HONDA.
Florence Saw Shop is your local

HONDA Power equipment dealer.
Come see our selection of 

Generators, Mowers, Tillers and Pumps.

39.99
Vacmaster® 5 gal. 3 Peak 

HP Wet/Dry Vac
Includes 8 ft. hose, three extension 

wands, 2-in-1 utility nozzle, 

resuable cloth fi lter and foam wet 

fi lter. R 248 916 1

SAVE

$18

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH

TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
1750 HIGHWAY 126 • DUNES VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER, FLORENCE, OR

PHONE (541) 997-8024

SALE DATE: MAY 1 - MAY 31, 2021,

STOCK UP & SAVE MORE AT TRUEVALUE.COM

FINAL PRICE

18.99
Roundup® 36.8 oz. Weed/

Grass Killer Concentrate 

Plus
Fast-acting formula kills weeds 

and grasses to the root. For use in a 

tank sprayer. L 147 895 B12 *Limit 

2per offer. Consumer responsible 

taxes.

24.99
Folding Platform Hand Truck
19 in. x 29 in. platform with non-slip 

deck surface. 320 lb. Capacity. 

T 232 844 1

SALE PRICE 

11.99 - 3.00 

MAIL-IN 

REBATE* = 

FINAL PRICE 

8.99

SALE PRICE 

22.99 - 

$4.00 MAIL-

IN REBATE* = 

FINAL PRICE 

$18.99

17.99
Kingsford® 2 pk. 20 lb. 

Charcoal
Made with natural ingredients and 

real wood for a rich, smoky fl avor. 

T 250 987 1

FINAL PRICE

19.99
Scotts® Turf Builder® Weed 

& Feed – 5,000 sq. ft.
Builds thick, green turf from the 

roots up without burning your 

lawn. Phosphorous-free. 28-0-3. L 

119 506 B40 15,000 sq.ft., 49.99 

after $6 Mail=In rebate• L 123 759 

30 * Limit 2 per offer, Consumer 

reponsible for taxes

SALE PRICE 

21.99 - 2.00 

MAIL-IN 

REBATE* = 

FINAL PRICE 

19.99

FINAL PRICE

8.99
Miracle-Gro® 4 lb. All-

Purpose Platn Food or 

2 Cu.-Ft. Potting Mix All-

purpose plant food works instantly. 

otting mix provides continuous 

feed for up to 6 months. L 206 554; 

141 987 *Limit 2 per offer.

Consumer responsble for taxes.

17.99
Four Seasons Courtyard® 

Sunny Isles Steel Sling 

Stack Chair
Choose mocha tan, gray, seafoam 

green or navy blue. T 270 125, 122, 

123, 126 B27

Sunnyt Isles 24 in. Square Table 

19.99 T 270 127 1

SAVE 

UP TO

$15

14.99
GE® 2 pk. 15W Par38 Flood 

LED Light Bulbs
Bright white light. Non-dimmable. 

10,000 hours rated life. Outdoor 

use. E 234-696 B4

2 pk. 16W Par38 LED Bulbs, 

19.99 E 234 707 B4

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH

TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
1750 HIGHWAY 126 

DUNES VILLAGE 

SHOPPING CENTER

FLORENCE, OR

PHONE (541) 997-8024

SALE DATE: 
MAY 1 - MAY 31, 2021

14.99
GE® 2 pk. 15W Par38 Flood 

LED Light Bulbs
Bright white light. Non-dimmable. 

10,000 hours rated life. Outdoor 

use. E 234-696 B4

2 pk. 16W Par38 LED Bulbs, 

19.99 E 234 707 B4

We are open and 
ready to assist you!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

92693 Two Lakes Lane, Blachly – New home 

with elevated views! Enjoy the warmer, peace-

ful climate of Triangle Lake in your beautiful 

home near the public boat ramp and Resort. 

3 bdrms, 2 baths, open concept great room, 

a 1-car garage, and high speed internet avail-

able. $319,000. #3201-21414869

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Tim Sapp

Owner / 

Principal Broker

541 999-8230

New Listing

NAMIWalks Lane County 2021 

is coming May 22nd and this year 

we are celebrating virtually!

NAMIWalks will be a little different — 

while making a lot of difference. 

It is going to be “your way,” and 

we will prove our resilience by

 stretching our limits anew and 

making the event our own.

The mission of NAMI Lane County

 is to improve the quality of life for 

individuals living with mental health conditions 

and their friends, families, 

loved ones, and caregivers through support, 

education, and advocacy. 

Join us www.namiwalks.org/lanecounty 

Thank you to this year’s Gold Sponsor Columbia 

Care and to our Supporting Sponsors Willamette 

Family and Laurel Hill Center.

Cheer from 1B


