
Book Review

“The Rope” by Alex 

Tresniowski

In the tranquil seaside 
town of Asbury Park, New 
Jersey, schoolgirl Marie 
Smith is brutally murdered. 
Small-town officials, unable 
to find the culprit, call upon 
the young manager of a New 
York detective agency for 
help. It is the detective’s first 
murder case, and the specif-
ics of the investigation and 
daring sting operation that 
caught the killer are captured 
in all their rich detail for the 
first time.

Occurring exactly halfway 
between the end of the Civil 
War in 1865 and the formal 
beginning of the civil rights 
movement in 1954, the ruth-
less murder and its highly 
covered investigation sit at 
the historic intersection of 
sweeping national forces — 
religious extremism, class 
struggle, the infancy of crim-
inal forensics and racial vio-
lence of Jim Crow America.

History and true crime 
collide in “The Rope,” a sen-
sational murder mystery fea-
turing characters as complex 
and colorful as those found 
in the best psychological 
thrillers — the unconven-

tional truth-seeking detec-
tive Ray Schindler; a chilling 
villain; the ambitious Asbury 
Park sheriff Clarence Het-
rick; the mysterious “sting 
artist” Carl Neumeister; the 
indomitable crusader Ida B. 
Wells; and the victim, Marie 
Smith, who represented all 
the innocent and vulnerable 
children living in turn-of-
the-century America.

Gripping and powerful, 
“The Rope” is an important 
piece of history that gives 
a voice to the voiceless and 
resurrects a long-forgotten 
true crime.

The Library in 

“Extreme” Risk

The library is making a 
few modifications with the 
announcement that Lane 
County has gone to “ex-
treme” COVID risk. Brows-
ing will continue. Even with 
a conservative estimate, the 
library is not exceeding the 
recommended occupancy 
for extreme risk. Internet 
computer usage will be sus-
pended at this time.

Due to the very small in-
terior space at the Mapleton 
branch, that branch library 
will be reverting to curb-
side pickup, beginning to-
morrow, Thursday, May 6. 
Curbside in Mapleton will 
continue with the extended 
hours —noon to 5 p.m., only 
on Thursdays — that we’ve 
had for the past month. 

Hopefully this will only 
last a few short weeks and 

the library can return to our 
“somewhat” normal services 
soon.

2021 Reading Challenge

If you haven’t started the 
2021 Reading Challenge, 
it’s never too late. This year 
we are trying something 
new: Around the Library in 
Twelve Months! 

You can read or enjoy 
things in any order. You only 
need to complete 12 catego-
ries (out of 18 possible) to 
enter the grand prize draw-
ing at the end of the year. 
Among the categories this 
year are: easy picture books, 
music CDs, large print 
books, cookbooks, adult fic-

tion, and library of things 
(board game, air quality 
monitor, cultural pass, and 
more). 

Visit our website at www.
siuslawlibrary.info/read-
ing-challenge for more in-
formation and a link to the 
printable game board which 
you can use to check-off 
your “virtual” library vis-
it. You can also visit the li-
brary’s YouTube page where 
we are posting short videos 
each month highlighting one 
aspect of the library’s collec-
tion. The easiest way to visit 
our YouTube page is to go 
to www.siuslawlibrary.info, 
scroll down and click on the 
YouTube link.
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Guided by goodness, loyalty, faith, and funa Compass Senior Living 

community

NEW YEAR
NEW HOPES
GREAT DEAL!

Independent Living

for Seniors 55+

$2,021
AND PAY ONLY

FOR THE FIRST MONTH

MOVE-IN BY MAY 31ST

Call or email TODAY!

541.997.8202
sayhello@shorewoodsl.com

1451 Spruce St.   Florence, OR 97439

+ waive theCOMMUNITYFEE of $750

Sponsored by:

Hoberg’s Complete Auto Repair • Les Schwab Tire Center

Florence Police Department • Siuslaw School District

Safe Shelter for Siuslaw Students

The Girls Maintenance • Swanson’s Pest Management

West Coast Real Estate Services • Aloha Pet Grooming

Domino’s Pizza • Banner Bank • Coast Insurance

Dunes Memorial Chapel • Nosh Eatery

To all of the teachers who have 
risen above the extraordinary 
challenges of a pandemic to keep 
students engaged, learning and 
growing, thank you for making a 
world of difference!

Teacher
Appreciation Day
Tuesday, May 4

Clean the 
Air in Your 
Home

Free Estimate
Call or contact us online 
today for details and 
scheduling.
Ask us about other services we 

do also.

Licensed & Insured

COVID Special
10% Off
Whole-House

Air & Dryer Vent
System Cleaning
With Sanitation
now through 05.31.21

Professional air duct cleaning can eliminate 

the circulation of dust, debris and allergens 

for a safer and healthier home.

1255 Bay St • Next to Book N Bears

541-991-3322 • FlorenceArtefacts.com

Library Tidings News about the Siuslaw Public 

Library By Kevin Mittge

Rhody Run to take place May 15
The annual Rhody Run 

5K/10K Run-Walk will be 
held Saturday, May 15, at the 
Florence Events Center, 715 
Quince St.

For those participating, 
please plan to follow all ap-
plicable COVID-19 safety 
protocols. All ages are wel-
come. Registration begins at 
7:30 a.m. with a start time of 
9 a.m. 

For those who would 
like to participate but aren’t 
ready for public events, like 
last year there will also be 

a virtual option. It doesn’t 
matter if you’ve been ac-
tively training or you need 
to shake the dust off your 
shoes, come out and enjoy 
the beautiful, paved course 
with gently rolling hills.

Proceeds from this US-
ATF-sanctioned race ben-
efits Florence Habitat for 
Humanity.

To register, visit www.
secure.getmeregistered.
c o m / g e t _ i n f o r m at i o n .
php?event_id=131720 or 
call 541-902-9227 ext. 101. 


