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“Vaccination limits se-
vere symptoms, if nothing 
else. There’s still a 5 per-
cent chance that you can 
get the illness after you’ve 
been vaccinated, but vac-
cination does a phenom-
enal job at limiting severe 

symptoms, disease and 
death. So, we’ve been very 
fortunate in that case.”

The patients who 
received a positive 
COVID-19 diagnosis were 
moved to PeaceHealth Sa-
cred Heart Medical Center 
at RiverBend in Spring-
field.

“We have specialists 
in infectious disease and 
intensive care specialists 
there, and they can get 
the highest quality of care 
for COVID-19,” McAr-
thur said. “We’re also able 
to keep them under those 
special isolation precau-
tions.”

This keeps COVID-pos-
itive cases away from other 
patients who are at risk.

According to Dr. Bob 
Pelz, medical director 
of infection prevention 
for PeaceHealth Oregon, 
“People can test negative 
on the way in the hospi-
tal, but be incubating it, or 
they could pick it up from 
a staff member or from 
somebody visiting them. 
Re-testing picks all that 
up. If we had not tested our 
patients at five days, then 
we would have had more 
transmission within the 
hospital and we wouldn’t 
have been able to respond 
to it.”

This surveillance testing 
has helped PeaceHealth 
prevent outbreaks and fur-
ther transmission.

It could also help pre-
vent the spread of the new 
COVID-19 variants being 
traced in Oregon. At the 
moment, Pelz said that Or-
egon has cases of B.1.1.7 — 
or the UK variant — as well 
as the Brazil and South Af-

rica variants. Some of the 
variants spread infection at 
a faster rate. However, the 
current use of the Pfizer 
and Moderna 
vaccines, with 
Johnson & 
Johnson again 
approved by 
the CDC, will 
help prevent 
even these 
strains of 
COVID.

“The illness 
is unlikely to 
kill people if 
they’ve been 
v a c c i n ate d ,” 
Pelz said. 
“Ninety-nine percent of 
the people that are getting 
COVID in Oregon right 
now are people that have 
not been vaccinated.”

Peace Harbor was the 
first Florence-area orga-
nization to begin admin-
istering vaccinations, with 
the first taking place on 
Dec. 23.

“We were able to initial-
ly vaccinate about 3,000 
members of the communi-
ty, right up front, that were 
health care workers or in 
that vulnerable age group 
over 80,” McArthur said. 
“Now, we are partnering 
with Lane County, which 
is providing 100 doses 
of Moderna every week. 
They provide the appoint-
ments for us.”

People can register at 
www.lanecounty.org/vax-
clinics to get vaccines in 
the Florence area. They 
can also contact pharma-
cies at Fred Meyer, Safeway 
and Bi-Mart.

Peace Harbor is issu-
ing the Moderna vaccine, 

which requires two shots 
spaced four weeks apart.

“The beautiful part is 
that in a bottle of 10 Mod-

erna, there’s often one ex-
tra dose in each bottle. So, 
we’re able to get a few extra 
people that we can vacci-
nate every week,” McAr-
thur said. 

The medical center also 
partners with local phar-
macies to help people get 
an appointment.

If people get vaccinated 
at Peace Harbor, they will 
have to enter the building, 
unlike other Lane County 
vaccination sites which al-
low drive-up. 

As of April 30, Oregon 
recorded that 1.25 million 
people are fully vaccinat-
ed, with another 566,276 
partially vaccinated. Vac-
cines may now be given to 
all people over the age of 
16.

“The challenge we’re 
starting to have now,” 
McArthur noted, “is we 
have plenty of supply. We 
need everyone to be will-
ing to get a vaccine.”

People who may have 
faced long waits a month 
or two ago should find it 

easier to access a vaccine.
“If people could just re-

alize that one or two little 
pokes can really make a 

huge difference in turning 
this pandemic around and 
getting people back to the 
lives that they want, and 
not making it a political 
movement, it will be about 
being a good neighbor and 
a good citizen,” McArthur 
said. “That will bring an 
end to this so that we can 
have normalcy again.”

For Pelz, “It just seems 
so obvious to me that you’d 
want to get vaccinated, 
because if I’ve been vacci-
nated, I don’t have to wor-
ry about getting COVID 

and dying from it. And 
I don’t have to worry as 
much about getting it and 
giving it to my patients. 

For a health-
care worker to 
choose not to 
get vaccinated 
is to choose to 
put your pa-
tients at risk 
unnecessarily. 
And that’s true 
with anybody 
that choos-
es not to get 
vaccinated — 
whether you’re 
taking care of 
patients who 

are just circulating in the 
community or living with 
somebody else that might 
get sick from COVID.”

PeaceHealth Oregon is 
continuing to follow all 
leadership concerning the 
novel coronavirus.

Williams said, “We want 
to emphasize to the com-
munity that it’s important 
not to let down our guard 
when it comes to masking, 
physical distancing and 
avoiding large gatherings.”

For more information, 
visit www.peacehealth.org.

6A | SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021 | SIUSLAW NEWS

We are open and 
ready to assist you!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

1285 Bay Street, Old Town Florence 

(541) 902-8338

We are open for take-out, 

sidewalk & patio seating

www.1285Restobar.com
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We are doing everything 
we can to safely 

serve our community.

We are open:
11-8 daily

ESTATE JEWELRY AND 

ANTIQUE FURNITURE!!!

We buy, sell and consign quality 

estate/heirloom jewelry & furniture.

Gold, silver, platinum jewelry with 

precious & semi precious stones.

 Call 541-997-8104, 

Florence Antiques 
& 

Coast Jewelers

 

Auto, Home, Life, Business 

Flood, Antique Auto, RV’s 

Medicare Advantage Plans 

Medicare Supplements 

 Health Insurance 

Phone  (541) 997-9497 

1234 Rhododendron Dr / Florence 

Call, Text or Email 
Cell: 541-505-1180

Alva@CBCoast.com

541-997-7777
100 Hwy. 101, 
Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

Alva BraceyAlva Bracey
Broker 

Your goals are my 
top priority.

Let’s get together!

CALL ME TO BUY,  SELL OR TRADE!

I’M LOCATED HERE IN FLORENCE. 

541-255-9822 - Larry
landl316@live.com 

MODEL TRAIN 

ENTHUSIASTS

Over 

50 Years 

Experience!

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes • Shocks

Alignments

4325 Highway 101

Florence, OR 97439

541-997-7178

Insect & Pest Removal
Trapping  • Mole/Gopher

Dead Animal Removal • Honey Bee Removal
Crawl Space Cleaning • Exclusion Work 

Fumigation of Antiques and Commodities. 

(541) 997-4027

Since 1983

Us TOO Florence 
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.

WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday)

5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant 
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff  attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday)

12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant 
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information: 

(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

maribob@oregonfast.net

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & 
great rates.

You know I’m always here 
with Good Neighbor service. 
But I’m also here with 
surprisingly great rates for 
everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can 
save. You might be surprised.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Sue Gilday Insurance Agcy Inc
Sue Gilday, Agent
1275 Rhododendron Drive
Florence, OR  97439
Bus: 541-997-7161

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence

Shop. Eat. Support.

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

PLANNING from page 1A

the newest member of her 
team, Sharon Barker, who 
will be functioning in the 
role of planning technician. 
Barker previously served as 
a public works technician 
in the City of Lakeside, 
Ore. 

The consent agenda was 
passed quickly and the first 
major order of business, 
a request for annexation 
and a zoning request from 
Stonefield Investments, 
was considered.

Senior Planner Roxanne 
Johnston reviewed Resolu-
tions PC 21 03 ANN 01 & 
PC 21 04 ZC 01 – which, 
if approved, would allow 
for annexation of approxi-
mately 4.53 acres of prop-
erty and apply a City of 
Florence zoning designa-
tion to annexed lands. The 
applicant’s proposal con-
sisted of annexing property 
located approximately 410 
feet northeast of the inter-
section at Rhododendron 
Drive and Sebastian Street. 

The application pro-
posed that the property re-
ceive a zoning assignment 
of Medium Density Resi-
dential. 

The application for 
annexation was filed by 
Stonefield, whose own-
er, Robbie Wright, was on 
hand to answer any ques-
tions but did not make a 
presentation, citing the ex-
cellent work done by staff 
in preparing the resolution 
for consideration. 

Johnston reviewed the 
applicable Oregon stat-
ues and the city process, 
which the applicant had 
met, and then she covered 
the reports from Public 
Works and other city en-
tities which supported the 
annexation request. 

Commissioners asked 
no additional questions 
for either the applicant 
or staff and the motion 
passed unanimously and 
was forwarded.

Next, Resolutions PC 21 
07 ANN 02 and PC 21 08 
ZC 02, were petitions from 

Claudia Hale to annex ap-
proximately 7.87 acres of 
property and apply a City 
of Florence zoning desig-
nation to annexed lands. 

The applicant’s proposal 
consists of annexing prop-
erty located approximate-
ly 1,260 feet northeast of 
the intersection at High-
way 101 and Munsel Lake 
Road, west of Highway 
101. The property is pro-
posed to receive a zoning 
assignment of Service In-
dustrial. 

FarleyCampbell took 
the lead reviewing the ap-
plicable Oregon Statues 
and also the reports re-
ceived from the relevant 
city departments, which 
explained the staff recom-
mendation for approval. 
There were no speakers 
opposed to either of the 
evenings annexations and 
again the request for an-
nexation was approved 
and forwarded to the City 
Council for further action.

For more information, 
visit ci.florence.or.us.

“If I’ve been vaccinated, I don’t have to worry about getting 

COVID and dying from it. And I don’t have to worry as much 

about getting it and giving it to my patients. For a healthcare work-

er to choose not to get vaccinated is to choose to put your patients 

at risk unnecessarily. And that’s true with anybody that chooses 

not to get vaccinated — whether you’re taking care of patients who 

are just circulating in the community or living with somebody else 

that might get sick from COVID.”

— Dr. Bob Pelz, PeaceHealth Oregon 

Medical Director of Infection Prevention 

The deadline for Press Releases and 

Letters to the Editor is every Monday and 

Thursday by noon. Email 

PressReleases@TheSiuslawNews.com.


