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tradition of the Rhododen-
dron Grand Floral Parade, 
to showcase the communi-
ty’s creativity and resiliency, 
and to celebrate local busi-
nesses and organizations.

 This year, instead of hav-
ing our floats travel down 
the parade route, parade 
attendees will drive along a 
lineup of stationery parade 
floats along Oak Street and 
27th Street, starting at Mill-
er Park. 

This will be a float-only 

parade. 
All floats will be asked to 

be decorated and/or con-
structed in the tradition of 
celebrating Rhody Days. 
Before the Rhododendron 
Festival was cancelled, a 
theme of “Rhody Wonder-
land” was selected. Floats 
can follow that theme or 
come up with their own 
creative way to celebrate 
Florence and the Rhodo-
dendron Festival. 

The official Rhododen-
dron Festival has been 
canceled for 2021 and this 

event does not indicate au-
thorization for unapproved 
events. 

While we are creating an 
alternative for the tradition-
al parade, this is a COVID 
safe event for the Florence 
community and all partic-
ipants will be required to 
follow the rules outlined. 

Float entries will be asked 

to park their float in place 
by 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
May 16, before the parade 
attendees arrive. The float 
will remain in this spot un-
til 3:30 p.m., after the last 
car finishes the route. The 
last car will be admitted at 
3 p.m. 

For more information, 
visit www.ci.florence.or.us.
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For more information, visit these websites:

AMERICAN RED CROSS — WWW.REDCROSS.ORG

CITY OF FLORENCE — WWW.CI.FLORENCE.OR.US

FEMA — WWW.READY.GOV

LANE COUNTY — WWW.LANECOUNTY.ORG

SIUSLAW VALLEY FIRE AND RESCUE — WWW.SVFR.ORG

WLEOG — WWW.WLEOG.ORG

STREETS INSURANCE
1234 Rhododendron Dr. Florence 541-997-8574

CENTRAL LINCOLN PUD
Florence • 541-997-3414

Mon - Fri 8am to 5pm

Living on Shaky Ground:
Prepare-Survive-Recover

A WLEOG Public Outreach Program

Sponsored by West Lane Emergency Operations Group
Web address: www.wleog.org

NOW YOU CAN LEARN 
HOW TO PREPARE FOR 

EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS - 
ON YOUR COMPUTER, 

PHONE OR TABLET!
Go to WLEOG.ORG  and click on 

PREPAREDNESS CLASSES for a menu 

of disaster prep subjects.  Each has short 

videos on different topics that you can 

watch when it is convenient for you and 

your family.

**SAFE WATER, SAFE SANITATION

**EMERGENCY FOOD PLANNING 

AND PREPARATION

**PET CARE PLANNING 

FOR DISASTERS

**ARE YOU READY?

**SENIOR CITIZEN PREPAREDNESS

**DOCUMENTATION AND 

INSURANCE
In addition to the classes, the WLEOG.ORG web-

site has extremely useful information on NATURAL 
HAZARDS and EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS.  

Each of these has videos on various topics that 
explain the hazards the Pacifi c Northwest faces, and 

how to prepare for them.

Sponsored by

Rylee Colton

Cross Country

JuNIOR

RIVER HOUSE INN

BLUE HERON GALLERY

SEA LION CAVES

CASCADE TITLE

CENTRAL COAST DISPOSAL

A & W RESTAURANT

WHITE CLOUD ENTERPRISES

DUTCH BROS.

JOE HENRY MORTGAGE LOANS

SHAWN FLEMING CONSTRUCTION

BARBARA'S CUSTOM INTERIORS

TWIN LAKES STORE

SIUSLAW MEDICAL CLINIC

SHERVIN'S TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE

NORTHWEST MEMORY CARE

W.G. PETERSON WOODWORKING

COASTAL HOME SERVICES

LEISURE EXCAVATING

BOBA FLO BUBBLETEA & COFFEE

ROSA'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT

SWANSON PEST MANAGEMENT

LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COAST PAVEMENT MAINTENANCE

FLORENCE ELECTRIC

OLD TOWN INN

The Sports Club, the Siuslaw News and Coast 

Radio Sports congratulate Siuslaw Cross 

Country junior Rylee Colton.  Rylee finished 5th 

overall at Saturday’s 4A State Championships 

with a season best time of 19:34.7 to help the 

Viking Ladies bring home the 4A Championship.

Highlight:

Honorable mention goes to Viking Football player 

Braydon Thornton who scored 4 touchdowns in the 

Viking victory against the Sutherlin Bulldogs on Friday.

Sponsored by

THE SPORTS CLUB

Honorable Mention: 

HIGHLIGHT:

Braydon Thornton - Siuslaw Football

Lorem ipsum

This is a small bag that contains a three 

day supply of food, water, medications, 

and change of clothing along with 

personal hygiene items. 

One critical item is a battery 

powered FM Radio to tune 

into 106.9 FM KCST the local 

emergency broadcast station for our area. 

Expect to be in a shelter where people 

must provide for themselves for these 

items. 

Prepare you own

“Grab & Go”

bag for use in the 

event of an emergency 

This message brought to you by the

West Lane 

Emergency Operations Group

www.wleog.org

LEGACY 

PORTRAITURE

Portraits that will show 
your innermost self.

RODGER BENNETT 

PHOTOGRAPHY
1234 Rhododendron Drive #7 | Florence, Oregon 97439

541-991-0777 | www.photobyrodger.com

Helping Hands Coalition
Come and join us for a

Spring-time BBQ

Selling polish and hot dogs
We will also have soda, bottled water & chips.

Date: April 17, 2021

Time: 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Location: Grocery outlet parking lot

All proceeds to stay in Florence and  help those in need of a free meal.

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Ed Kopilec

Principal Broker

541 991-8630
4836 Laguna Ave – Lake frontage and views 

from this 4,000 sqft home just minutes from Flor-

ence. Boat, fi sh and kayak from your private dock. 

Remodeled in 2003. This house has hardwood 

fl oors, gourmet kitchen, and large master suite 

with walk-in closet. Pole barn and large 3 bay 

RV barn provide plenty of parking. $1,350,000. 

#2850-21052853

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

EARTH from page 1A

variety of categories including 
“Best Child-Created Display,” 
“Most Imaginative” and “Best 
Representation of Theme.”

In addition, there will be sev-
eral coordinated beach clean-ups 
in the area. These are organized 
in part through SOLVE (Stop 
Oregon Vandalism and Litter-
ing), which will be holding beach 
clean-up events in dozens of lo-
cations along the Oregon Coast, 
including Florence.

Locally, there will be three con-
tact-free and socially distanced 
events. These include beach 
clean-ups at the South and North 
Jetties of the Siuslaw River as 
well as the Heceta Beach Coun-
ty Park near Driftwood Shores. 
The cleanup events start at 10 
a.m. and directions to the precise 
location of the sign-in tables are 
available at www.solveoregon.
org.

These events 
are part of 
SOLVE’s Oregon 
Spring Clean-
up, which has 
its roots in the 
Spring Oregon 
Beach Cleanup, 
created in 1986, 
and SOLVE IT 
for Earth Day, 
started in 1990.

SOLVE is hop-
ing the Oregon 
Spring Cleanup 
will become a 
new family tra-
dition and an 
opportunity to 
join with other 
Oregonians in 
making the state 
a better place for 
both humans and wildlife, from 
Astoria to Brookings, Bandon to 
Burns, and all points in between.

Mike Allen is a member of the 

Oregon Chapter of Elder Climate 
Action, a member of SOLVE and 
a leader in the Florence area en-
vironmental community. He said 

not only is the 
clean-up import-
ant, but it is also 
fun.

“This year Pat 
and I will par-
ticipate in two 
Earth Day cel-
ebrations. The 
first is a beach 
clean-up spon-
sored by SOLVE, 
which is a great 
way to kick off 
the week leading 
up to Earth Day,” 
Allen said. “It’s a 
fun way to meet 
other like-mind-
ed environment 
activists and do 
our part to ‘Re-
store our Earth.’”

For Allen, there are also other 
ways to show support for the goal 
of restoring the planet, besides 
cleaning up after others. He and 

his wife Pat have also taken it 
upon themselves to keep a very 
busy portion of one of the city’s 
most traveled roads clean. They 
also maintain a stretch of beach 
near their house.

 They hope to utilize debris 
they’ve gathering during their 
cleanup activities in their Earth 
Day Porch Parade entry.

“The display at our home will 
be four big bags of trash and 
two containers of cigarettes and 
micro plastics we collected over 
three months — totaling over 
75 pounds,” Allen said. “We will 
add signs urging folks not to lit-
ter and to join the Adopt a Street 
program.” 

To sign up for the porch parade, 
contact organizer Tina Haydel at 
teenasan67@gmail.com.

For more information on local 
events, visit www.facebook.com/
florenceoregonearthday to find 
out other ways to join in Earth 
Day celebrations.


