
On its first possession, 

the Irish found themselves 

at third-and-4, when they 

connected on a short pass 

into the end zone. The Irish 

completed their conversion 

attempt, tying the game at 

8-8 with 5:12 left in the first 

quarter.

Neece answered short-

ly after that, running more 

than 60 yards to the end 

zone with solid blocking 

from Ryan Bernhardt. The 

conversion put the Sailors 

back on top, 14-8.

On Waldport’s next pos-

session, the Irish fumbled, 

with the quick hands of AJ 

Moso snatching up the re-

covery and giving the Sail-

ors possession with 2:23 

remaining in the quarter. 

Moso completed a hand-

off to Neece, who ran for a 

touchdown and a 20-8 Sail-

ors lead.

Mapleton was on fire, but 

their tenacity was met by 

Waldport as the Irish came 

back less than 20 seconds 

later to score a touchdown 

from outside the 50-yard 

line. Despite an unsports-

man-like conduct penalty 

called on the Irish after the 

play, they pulled within a 

touchdown of the Sailors, 

20-14.

On the next play, the 

Sailors’ Jesse Hughes made 

a clutch catch, but the ball 

was fumbled and picked up 

by Waldport with 1:25 left 

in quarter. From there, the 

Irish ran for a touchdown 

to tie the game once again, 

20-20. 

Waldport picked up its 

second 15-yard penalty, this 

time on a late hit against 

Neece. Despite the penal-

ties, Waldport continued to 

break conduct rules, include 

face-masking and late hits. 

The quarter ended in a 20-

20 stalemate, with the Irish 

demonstrating they would 

literally pull no punches on 

defense.

In the beginning of the 

second quarter, with Ma-

pleton still on offense, 

Waldport intercepted a 

pass thrown by Neece and 

dropped it, but then recov-

ered the ball.

The Irish then went on to 

score the first touchdown of 

the quarter at 9:42, taking 

their first lead of the game. 

The Sailors had a hard 

time pushing up the field, 

alt-hough Moso and Neece 

both had solid runs. But 

with 6:34 before the half, 

Mapleton turned the ball 

back over to Waldport on 

downs.

Waldport was issued its 

second face-mask penalty, 

followed by a false start call 

against the Sailors. With its 

momentum shaken, Maple-

ton ended up relinquishing 

another touchdown to the 

Irish with 3:02 left in the half 

— with the conversion put-

ting Waldport ahead 36-20.

Mapleton was back on 

offense and trying to find 

some traction. JJ Neece had 

a 14-yard gain with just over 

2 minutes before the half. 

But two incomplete pass-

es — and another false start 

penalty — took some of the 

wind out of their sails, leav-

ing Mapleton trailing 36-20 

at halftime.

In the third quarter, Wald-

port scored less than a min-

ute into the second half to 

move ahead 44-20.

A fumble on Mapleton’s 

next possession led to an-

other Waldport TD less than 

three minutes later, leaving 

the Sailors down 52-20.

From there, the Irish re-

tained control of the game 

despite two more trips into 

the end zone for the Sailors. 

Waldport went on to claim 

the win, 74-34.

Mapleton will be back 

on the gridiron this Friday, 

when the Sailors host Mo-

hawk, beginning at 7 p.m.

Thornton who, wide out, 

broke free and caught the 

ball for the Vikings’ first 

touchdown of the game. 

Blankenship then handed 

off the ball to Skyler Loom-

is, who ran it in for a 2-point 

con-version. 

Less than three minutes 

into the game, the Vikings 

were up 8-0.

On the next possession, 

the Eagles again struggled to 

gain any yards, turning the 

ball over on downs and put-

ting the Vikings back on of-

fense. From there, Blanken-

ship ran 39 yards for a first 

down, then followed with 

a quick 20-yard pass to La-

couture to make it 14-0 with 

6:30 left in the first quarter.

In just four offensive 

plays, Siuslaw had already 

scored two touchdowns. On 

the conversion play, Thorn-

ton came in from the far side 

to take a handoff, cut inside 

and nab the conversion for a 

16-point Siuslaw lead.

The Eagles continued to 

struggle against the Vikings’ 

defense and, once again, 

turned the ball over on 

downs.

Back in the pocket, Blan-

kenship nailed a 17-yard 

pass play to Thornton for 

another first down. Lacou-

ture and Loomis each carried 

for five-yard gains, securing 

another first down. Blan-

kenship then hit connected 

on another pass, this time to 

Isaac Garza, who got inside 

the six-yard line to make it 

first-and-goal. Lacouture 

carried to put Siuslaw on the 

one-yard line, with Blanken-

ship finding Thornton on 

the far side for another TD 

and a kick for the extra point 

from Lacouture.

With 3:02 still remaining 

in the first quarter, the Vi-

kings were up 23-0.

After holding the Eagles 

on the ensuing possession, 

Siuslaw took over with less 

than a minute remaining in 

the quarter. 

On the first play of the 

possession, Beau Erickson 

ran a handoff in for touch-

down, only to have it called 

back for an illegal block on 

the Vikings. The penalty 

forced Siuslaw back to first 

and goal at the 15-yard line. 

Another flag for a holding 

penalty on the Vikings was 

called, pushing them back 

yet again — this time to the 

30-yard line. Following an 

incomplete pass, Siuslaw 

ended up at second-and-30 

as the quarter ended.

But the Vikings came out 

to begin the second period 

the same as they did the first, 

with Blank-enship throwing 

for a 30-yard touchdown to 

Lacouture on the first play 

of the quarter. Lacou-ture’s 

then kicked the PAT for 30-0 

Siuslaw lead. 

On Harrisburg’s next pos-

session, the Eagles fumbled 

on the second down, with 

Lacouture snatching it up 

and running it in for the 

score from the 20-yard line. 

Lacouture’s kick sailed be-

tween the uprights for a 37-0 

lead with 10:42 left in the 

half. 

The Eagles first down of 

the game finally came on 

their next possession, on a 

42-yard run from quarter-

back Chase Gallegos, who 

was brought down by Siu-

slaw’s Erickson and Garza. 

Harrisburg gained eight 

more yards on the next play 

and then, with 5:21 left in the 

half, scored their first touch-

down. But the Viks stopped 

the conversion attempt, 

holding a 37-6 lead.

The Vikings scored again 

on their next possession, 

an a 27-yard reception by 

Thornton in the endzone. 

Lacouture kicked the extra 

point to put Siuslaw ahead 

44-6 heading into the half.

With a healthy lead, John-

son opted to switch Erickson 

in at quarterback, where he 

remained for the entire sec-

ond half.

Despite the penalty, the 

Vikings kept pushing the ball 

up the field on their posses-

sion, and a handoff to Hunt-

er Petterson at 6:20 secured 

Siuslaw another touchdown. 

With his kicking game fully 

on point, Lacouture scored 

another extra point, bringing 

the score to 51-6 and forc-

ing the clock to run for the 

remainder of the game.

Both teams scored once 

more in the game, first on a 

pitch from Erickson to Pet-

terson for a 19-yard run into 

the end zone, followed by the 

PAT from Lacouture with 

6:20 remaining.

Then, with 1:21 left on 

the clock, the Eagles drove 

to within five yards of the 

endzone, and Gallegos ran 

it in from there for the final 

score, 58-12, and a resound-

ing victory for Siuslaw.

“I think the high point for 

me was just watching our 

kids fly around finally and 

play with a chip on their 

shoulder,” said Johnson. 

“Defensively, our kids played 

with a sense of urgency and 

were willing to do their jobs 

and trust the other 10 guys 

on the field to do theirs.” 

Offensively, Johnson said 

he saw then players finally 

relaxed and trusting in each 

other to make plays. “Our 

line controlled the line of 

scrimmage and our skill po-

sition kids made plays,” he 

said.

The Vikings have two 

games left in the season and, 

at this point, Johnson has 

been able to reflect on how 

far his players have come. 

 “So far this season, this 

group of young men have 

faced a tremendous amount 

of adversity and continued 

to put in the hard work,” he 

said. “This group of young 

men are learning how to win 

on and off the field.”

The Vikings play next at 

home against Sisters on Fri-

day (March 26), beginning at 

7 p.m. 
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To our valued readers:

Help small businesses affected by 

coronavirus right now, including ours.

Businesses of all sizes have been hit hard in this challenging new age of social 

distancing and self-isolation, but the blow has been catastrophic for small 

operations that rely on in-person transactions. There are many ways to help 

this holiday season, like purchasing gift certificates or memberships, and yet 

there are many service-type businesses that don’t have that option.  

 

As we look to a new year, we’re celebrating what connects us as a community, 

and what we can do to support our local businesses!

THAT’S WHY WE CREATED THE SUPPORT LOCAL TOGETHER CAMPAIGN.

The Support Local Together campaign will help local businesses who have 

to choose between promoting their business and paying the electric bill. It 

will also help support the Siuslaw News, who has seen a strong decrease in 

advertising revenue, but an increase in readership.

 

IT DOES TWO THINGS.

1. Funds advertising dollars for local businesses 

Your financial support will go directly to fund advertising that our local businesses need to stay top of 

mind.

 

2. Supports local journalism 

By becoming a supporting member, you are helping to replace some of the advertising revenue the 

Siuslaw News has lost over the past ten months, due to the pandemic.

 

HERE IS HOW TO SUPPORT:

 

• Call 541-902-3524

• Make a donation of your choosing.

• Choose a specific local business that you would like the advertising credit to go to, or leave that blank 

and we will designate it to a business we know needs help.

 

Our community is small but generous and we recognize there are many great organizations, like ours, 

that could use your help.

We believe the vast majority of our readers have always shared our view of the value and necessity of a 

strong local media and are 

willing to provide support 

equal to two or three cups of 

coffee a month to secure its 

future.

Thank you in advance for 

doing your share to secure a 

strong local economy in the 

community we are proud to 

serve. 

Jenna Bartlett

Publisher

jbartlett@thesiuslawnews.com

541-902-3524

Yes, I would like to become a 2020/21 Support Local Together Sponsor

Call 541-902-3524

Mail sponsorship form to: Siuslaw News Supporter

PO Box 10 Florence Oregon 97439 

 $10                   $20                   $50   $100            Other Amount _______

Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Phone__________________Email ___________________________________

 Check                               Credit Card 

Name on Card:______________________Expiration date:_______________

Number:_______________________________________________________

Billing Zip Code: _____________ 3 Digit Security Code:_________________

Do you have a specific business you would like to sponsor: 

List here:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

  We will send a gift card to the business(es) of your choice with your 
name. If would like to remain anonymous please check here.

*This sponsorship is not tax deductible.
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YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

CSLB# 
1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 
License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# 
WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  

License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 
0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

We are open and 
ready to assist you!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Ed Kopilec

Principal Broker

541 991-8630

4836 Laguna Ave - Luxury lake living on nearly 5 

acres. This 4,000 sqft, 4 bdrm, 5 bath home has 

lake frontage and views with private dock. Hard-

wood fl oors, gourmet kitchen, high ceilings, and 

large master suite. Oversized 3 bay RV barn with 

shop and offi ce. $1,350,000. #2850-21052853

New Listing

Sailors from 1B

Viks from 1B


