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Abortion has lasting 

effects; seek help 

Did you know that there have 

been approximately three times 

as many deaths by abortion as 

by COVID in the state of Ore-

gon, according to Oregon.Gov?

You probably won’t hear these 

stats from the mainstream me-

dia because it doesn’t fit their 

narrative. It’s sad that destroy-

ing precious life has to be so 

prevalent and unnecessary since 

there are other alternatives. 

Some say that babies are not 

alive until born. In Jeremiah 1:5, 

God says before he formed us in 

the womb he knew us and be-

fore he formed us in the womb 

he set us apart.

I know abortion is legal in our 

state but that does not justify it 

being morally right. Slavery in 

the U.S. was legal during a time 

period but that didn’t make it 

right. To me, abortion is not 

only killing a human being, it 

can be physically devastating to 

the mother and cause psycho-

logical and emotional conse-

quences.

The Arkansas Senate just 

voted in favor (27-7) on SB6 to 

prohibit all abortions except for 

those performed to protect the 

life and health of the mother.

I hope someday Oregon and 

other states will follow suit.

Some people call abortion 

women’s healthcare, some call it 

pro-choice — but we should en-

courage folks to call it for what 

it is and not sugar coat it.

Before anyone takes a posi-

tion on abortion, or considers 

having one, I challenge all who 

have not seen the movie “Un-

planned,” based on a true story, 

to do so as it will expose what 

many attempt to suppress or 

hide.

It’s well documented that for 

many, abortions can create guilt 

or remorse associated with this 

procedure for sometimes many 

years. 

For those who have had an 

abortion or been involved in en-

couraging someone to have one 

and are having a difficult time 

getting past it, I would suggest 

getting in touch with one of our 

local pastors to sit down and 

provide you with some sound 

advice and guidance. 

—Marshall Denton

Florence

Input regarding 

annexation ignored 

I have lived in the Idylewood 

subdivision since May 22, 1991. 

When I heard about the appli-

cation for annexation on behalf 

of Benedick Holding LLC, I was 

concerned as my family and I 

lived through the 1996-97 ma-

jor flooding occurrences.

My drain field was draining 

upward, so that when I walked 

across my lawn the sod was 

floating and it felt like walking 

on a waterbed.

On the public notice for the 

hearing, it gave very strict rules 

for public comment — if it was 

to be considered — including 

several ORS statutes, five chap-

ters in the 2020 Florence Com-

prehensive Plan and three chap-

ters in Florence City Code.

In my written comment, all 

of my input was referenced to 

ORS, Comprehensive Plan or 

Code.

When it came to decision 

time, the attorney made it clear 

that the only issue in front of the 

city council was: If the annex-

ation was legal.

And in his opinion, it was.

So, the Planning Commis-

sion and city council published 

criteria for public comment so 

that, from my view, it could be 

ignored.

The only thing worse than 

changing the rules after written 

and verbal comment was sub-

mitted is the cavalier attitude 

of the City Planner when she 

discussed the groundwater and 

flooding issues.

I also find it interesting that 

there have been insinuations by 

some letter writers that there are 

outside forces behind opposi-

tion to annexation. All I see are 

outside forces in favor of the an-

nexation — to which I say, if you 

don’t live in Idylewood, stay out 

of it.

I certainly hope the City has 

another $500,000 in funding and 

a creek to pump the flood water 

into after Phase 4 of the Idyle-

wood subdivision is completed.
—RJ Pilcher

Florence 
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