
SALEM — Feb. 15 was 
the first day of a new spe-
cial enrollment period trig-
gered by the COVID-19 
pandemic. This limit-
ed-time window, which 
runs through May 15, has 
allowed nearly 2,000 addi-
tional Oregonians to enroll 
in health coverage outside 
the standard open enroll-
ment period in the month 
of February, up 34 percent 
from the same time in 2020.

Traditionally, people in 
Oregon who qualify to shop 
through the Oregon Health 
Insurance Marketplace 
must do so during the an-
nual open enrollment peri-
od, Nov. 1 to Dec. 15. 

If an individual or fam-
ily experiences significant 
change during the year to to 
their household, income, or 
job status, they may qualify 
for a 60-day special enroll-
ment period.

The 2021 COVID-19 
special enrollment period 
does not have any special 
qualifiers, other than qual-
ifying for a health plan 

through the Marketplace. 
To qualify for a Marketplace 
plan, people must live in 
the United States, be legally 
present in the United States 
(except Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals status), 
and not be incarcerated.

In 2020, more than 70 
percent of Oregonians 
who chose plans through 
HealthCare.gov got an av-
erage of $450 per month 
in advanced premium tax 
credits to help lower their 
monthly premiums. 

Individuals making 
$51,040 or less per year, 
and families of four mak-
ing $104,800 or less, may 
get help paying for cover-
age. People can also browse 
plans and find out how 
much savings they are eli-
gible for at OregonHealth-
Care.gov/WindowShop.

Oregonians who do 
not get health insurance 
through their job or a pro-
gram such as the Oregon 
Health Plan or Medicare 
may qualify for help paying 
for 2021 coverage through 

the Oregon Health Insur-
ance Marketplace.

Even if people are tempo-
rarily uninsured or are cur-
rently enrolled in COBRA 
coverage, they can sign up 
for help before May 15 to 
get health insurance for the 
rest of 2021.

“We are encouraged to 
see so many Oregonians 
taking advantage of this en-
rollment opportunity,” said 
Chiqui Flowers, adminis-
trator of the Oregon Health 
Insurance Marketplace. 
“Quality health coverage 
protects your financial fu-
ture in the event that you 
get sick, injured, or some-
thing else unforeseen hap-
pens.”

To apply, go to Oregon-
HealthCare.gov by May 
15 and answer a few Ore-
gon-specific questions to 
get to the right application. 
You can also search the “get 
help” directory on Oregon-
HealthCare.gov to find an 
insurance agent or commu-
nity partner organization to 
help complete the applica-
tion and enroll.

Insurance agents and 
community partners pro-
vide local, one-on-one as-
sistance at no charge to the 
client.

This help is available vir-
tually and over the phone, 
and in person following 
safety protocols.
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Meet the new West Lane 

Co. Deputy Sheriff Monday
Tthere will be a meet-

ing at the Grange Hall 
in Mapleton to meet the 
new West Lane Deputy 
Sheriff.  

His sargeant will be in 
attendance as well.

The meeting is Mon-
day, March 8, beginning 
at 7 p.m. at the Mapleton 
Grange Hall.

The sargeant and new 
deputy will be available 
to answer questions or 
listen to suggestions and 
concerns. Learn what the 
area can do  to keep the 
new deputy now that one 
has been assigned to the 
area.  

Residents from Maple-

ton and Florence are wel-
come to attend.

AMBULANCE/FIRE

Courtesy of Roger Cunningham

WEATHER DATA
DATE HIGH LOW RAIN

Rainfall  Week: 0.89”

Month: 9.40”  Year: 21.19”

Feb. 23   48     35   0.11

Feb. 24   47     33   0.03

Feb. 25    48     34   0.18

Feb. 26    47     40   0.42

Feb. 27    48     39   0.15

Feb. 28    52     34   0.00

Mar. 1     53     34   0.00

Date                      Time         Area                                 Type
2/21/21   1:08 31st St  No Transport
2/21/21   1:15 Willow Lp              SVFR Transport to PHH
2/21/21   6:31 9th St  Transport to PHH
2/21/21   10:56 Boy Scout Rd          SVFR Transport to BAH
2/21/21   12:52 Maple St  Assist, Public
2/21/21   13:13 9th St  Transport to ALF
2/21/21   17:02 Sweet Creek Rd                SVFR, LCSO, OSP
2/21/21   17:55 Harbor St  Transport to PHH
2/21/21   18:08 Medical, 9th St          SVFR Transport to PHH
2/21/21   19:21 Hwy 126  Transport to PHH
2/21/21   23:12 Hwy 126  No Transport
2/22/21   6:48 Medical, Nopal St           SVFR No Transport
2/22/21   9:38 Odor, Hwy 101                 SVFR Public Assist
2/22/21   13:24 Manzanita Dr Transport to PHH
2/22/21   14:21 Rhododendron Dr No Transport
2/22/21   15:19 9th St  Transport to PHH
2/22/21   16:45 9th St  Transport to RB
2/22/21   17:38 9th St  Transport to ALF
2/22/21   17:40 Cherry St  Assist, Public
2/22/21   22:08 1st St  No Transport
2/22/21   22:11 Cloudcroft Ln No Transport
2/22/21   22:47 9th St  Transport to RB
2/23/21   0:50 19th St  Assist, Public
2/23/21   3:22 Maple St  Transport to PHH
2/23/21   4:21 9th St  Transport to RB
2/23/21   8:03 Spruce St  Transport to PHH
2/23/21   8:15 Hwy 36     Transport to PHH

Date                      Time         Area                                 Type
2/23/21   11:14 Medical, Hwy 126          SVFR No Transport
2/23/21   12:52 Alarm, Hwy 101              SVFR Public Assist
2/23/21   13:07 MVA, Hwy 101               SVFR No Transport
2/23/21   13:10 private residence Transport to PHH
2/23/21   14:14 9th St              Transport to SHMCUD
2/23/21   16:20 Sherwood Lp          SVFR Transport to PHH
2/23/21   17:27 Pioneer Rd  Transport to PHH
2/24/21   7:05 19th St  Assist, Public
2/24/21   8:19 Munsel Creek Dr Transport to PHH
2/24/21   10:48 Hwy 101        Transport to PHH
2/24/21   11:28 19th St  No Transport
2/24/21   12:10 Smoke, S Woahink Lake SVFR Public Assist
2/24/21   14:03 Sherwood Lp Assist, Public
2/24/21   14:52 MVA, Hwy 101     SVFR, FPD Assist, Public
2/24/21   16:29 Medical, Old Ferry Rd        SVFR Transport
2/24/21   18:57 MVA, Hwy 101      SVFR Transport to PHH
2/24/21   18:57 MVA, Hwy 101      SVFR Transport to PHH
2/24/21   20:33 9th St              Transport to MKWMC
2/24/21   21:24 S Pioneer Rd Assist, Public
2/25/21   0:07 Odor, 27th St                   SVFR Public Assist
2/25/21   0:44 Medical, S Pioneer Rd     SVFR Assist, Public
2/25/21   1:21 9th St  Transport to RB
2/25/21   9:13 Leeward Dr  Transport to PHH
2/25/21   11:49 Hwy 36  Transport to PHH
2/25/21   11:51 Rhododendron Dr  SVFR Transport to PHH
2/25/21   11:55 Medical, Airport Rd      SVFR Landing Zone
2/25/21   12:51 Skookum Dr Assist, Public

Date                      Time         Area                                 Type
2/25/21   14:09 Medical, Hwy 101 Assist, Public
2/25/21   14:09 Hwy 101  Transport to PHH
2/25/21   15:30 9th St                CCT -Transport to RB
2/25/21   23:13 Smoke, Bay St                   SVFR Public Assist
2/26/21   7:29 Hwy 101  Transport to PHH
2/26/21   7:39 Manzanita Dr No Transport
2/26/21   9:29 9th St  Transport to ALF
2/26/21   9:39 Pacific Pines RV Park      SVFR Public Assist
2/26/21   11:16 Alarm, Rhodendron Dr   SVFR Public Assist
2/26/21   11:25 9th St  Transport to ALF
2/26/21   13:48 9th St  Transport to ALF
2/26/21   15:42 9th St  Transport to RB
2/26/21   16:05 Rhododendron Dr Transport to PHH
2/26/21   21:31 Friendly Acres Rd   SVFR Transport to PHH
2/26/21   22:32 9th St               CCT -Transport to RB
2/26/21   23:25 Medical, Collard Lp            SVFR Transport
2/27/21   0:46 9th St  Transport to RB
2/27/21   1:17 Hwy 126  No Transport
2/27/21   4:29 Cloudcroft Ln Transport to PHH
2/27/21   7:17 Medical, Kateech Dr             SVFR Transport
2/27/21   8:22 Hwy 36  Transport to PHH
2/27/21   13:22 Hwy 101  Transport to PHH
2/27/21   14:47 Medical, 18th St            SVFR No Transport
2/27/21   20:31 Rhododendron Dr    FPD Transport to PHH
2/27/21   21:54 Rhododendron Dr  SVFR Transport to PHH
2/27/21   22:57 Medical, Hwy 101           SVFR No Transport
2/27/21   23:11 private residence Transport to PHH

Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire & Rescue Ambulance and fire call runs Feb. 21-27

Siuslaw Valley Fire & Rescue seeks to fill budget committee seat

COVID-19 special enrollment period extended to May 15

The Siuslaw Valley Fire & 
Rescue (SVFR) Board of Di-
rectors invite applications 
from residents interested in 
serving on the SVFR’s Bud-
get Committee. 

Interested persons should 
obtain an application from 
the SVFR station located at 
2625 Highway 101, or from 
the SVFR website at www.

svfr.org.
Applications will be ac-

cepted until noon on Mon-
day, March 15. After the 
review of applications, the 
SVFR Board will appoint a 
new member at its March 
25 board meeting.

Applicants must be regis-
tered voters residing within 
the SVFR district.

The SVFR district in-
cludes a 120-square-mile 
area extending north to 
milepost 181 on Highway 
101, south to milepost 198.5 
near the Douglas County 
line, and east to milepost 9 
on Highway 126. 

SVFR protects our com-
munity with six fire sta-
tions, which are staffed with 

35 volunteers who are sup-
ported by six full-time em-
ployees. Administrative and 
management services are 
provided by Western Lane 
Fire and EMS Authority.

The budget committee 
is a standing committee of 
five members that sit joint-
ly with the SVFR Direc-
tors to publicly review and 

revise the annual budget. 
The committee approves 
the budget and tax levy. 
The budget then goes to the 
SVFR Board of Directors to 
be adopted.

Committee members 
serve three-year terms 
which expire Dec. 31.

A budget committee 
member is expected to 

spend up to 20 hours that 
includes reviewing the bud-
get and meeting 1 to 3 times 
from April through June 
each year.

Questions should be di-
rected to Dina McClure at 
541-997-3212.

Rod McCulloch

CPA
Karla D. Holloway

CPA

For the safety of our clients, staff & our 
community, we are not open to walk-in 
visitors.  Call us to discuss alternative 

options.  We can conference call or video 
chat with you about your tax situation.  

Call us at 541-997-3434!
 

Thank you for your understanding, 
Holloway & Associates, CPAs.

We are here for you.

Serving Florence for over 40 years

Proud to be  a Florence and Reedsport-Winchester Bay Chamber member.

HOLLOWAY & ASSOCIATES, LLC
Certifi ed Public Accountants

733 Highway 101,  (across from Safeway) • Ph #541-997-3434

Rick Yecny

CPA
Andrea Dexter

CPA

1035 Royal St Georges Dr – Fairway frontage 

and solid, well built home with great golf course 

views. This home is full of luxury amenities in-

cluding stainless appliances and gas range, pro-

pane fi replace, an elevator, media/theater room, 

and expansive Trex deck overlooking the green. 

$850,000. #3137-20502246

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Richard Beaudro

Principal Broker

541 991-6677

1706446

As a small business owner in our community, I understand what it takes 

to protect your small business. Let me help you get insurance for your  

business at a great value. Stop in or give me a call. 

It takes a 
local business 
owner to 
protect one.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL  
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, Florida 

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Sue Gilday Insurance Agcy Inc
Sue Gilday, Agent
1275 Rhododendron Drive
Florence, OR  97439
Bus: 541-997-7161

WE ARE NOW HIRING!

CAREGIVER POSITION
Are you a caregiver or have you ever considered becoming one? Spruce 
Point Assisted Living & Memory Care is seeking compassionate, 
service-oriented individuals who have a knack for providing assistance 
to those in need. You don’t have to be certifi ed; we will train you and 
help you get up to speed, if you’re not already! If you desire to work in 
an upbeat and supportive environment that is packed full of love, give 
us a call or send us your resume. $250 Sign on bonus.

COMPETITIVE WAGES • FRIENDLY WORK ENVIRONMENT 

PROPER ON-THE-JOB TRAINING  • SUPPORTIVE TEAM & COLLABORATION 

FAIR HOURS

SPRUCE-POINT.COM • 541.997.6111 • FLORENCE • BWINGFIELD @SPRUCE-POINT.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/SIUSLAWNEWS

HIT THAT

LIKE
BUTTON!


