
Day observance and procla-
mation. 

Titmus reviewed these 
standards and mentioned 
the COVID-related cancel-
lation of Arbor Day 2020 
and the efforts being made 
by EMAC to re-engage with 
community members in the 
coming months.

He also responded indi-

rectly to the suggestion that 
the designation was primar-
ily one that was geared to-
wards the beauty and visual 
appeal of trees, suggesting 
there is a deeper component 
to the effort.

“It’s not just the aesthet-
ics, talking about the desig-
nation itself,” Titmus said. 
“The Arbor Day Foundation 
is very much engaged in 
doing this for the environ-
mental concerns. They have 

a program now to plant a 
certain number of trees, and 
in the State of Oregon, it is 
about 183,000 trees that they 
would like to get planted this 
year.”

Florence is one of more 
than 3,400 municipali-
ties across America that 
has been designated a Tree 
City USA by the Arbor Day 
Foundation, with support 
from the U.S. Forest Service 
and the National Association 

of Foresters.
EMAC member Sherrie 

Harvey also recapped the 
goal and brief history of the 
tree program and pointed 
towards some small steps 
that could now be taken to 
— at least partially — turn 
the public’s attention toward 
its leafy neighbors.

“The original purpose of 
the was to engage the com-
munity, and then COVID 
happened and that basical-

ly shut down people taking 
pictures,” Harvey said. “We 
can now do a drive about 
posting pictures where you 
are indeed planting a tree 
and doing something more 
aligned with the goals of the 
Tree Board.”

Arbor Day Foundation 
Chief Executive Matt Harris 
has said the designation is 
important for a number of 
reasons. 

“Everyone benefits when 
elected officials, volunteers 
and committed citizens in 
communities like Florence 
make smart investments 
in urban forests,” he said. 
“Trees bring shade to our 
homes and beauty to our 
neighborhoods, along with 
numerous economic, social 
and environmental benefits. 
Trees are assets to a commu-
nity when properly planted 
and maintained. They help 
to improve the visual appeal 
of a neighborhood, increase 

property values, reduce 
home cooling costs, remove 
air pollutants and provide 
wildlife habitat — among 
many other benefits.” 

Florence City Council-
or Ron Preisler, as council 
ex-officio representative, 
also reported this would 
be his last EMAC meeting, 
since the December meeting 
of the committee has been 
cancelled. He thanked fellow 
members for their time and 
commitment to the com-
munity and for their work 
crafting the application and 
accompanying requirements 
to become a Tree City. He 
also thanked them for the 
many issues EMAC has been 
involved with during his ten-
ure on the committee.

The next EMAC meeting 
will be in January, but the 
date is unscheduled at this 
time. For more information, 
visit www.ci.florence.or.us/
bc-emac.
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2.  
CLICK ON THE 
RED button
to view trees
and wreaths 

3.  
CLICK ON THE 
REGISTER button
to bid on trees 
and wreaths! 

o n l i n e !

it’s as easy as 1. 2. 3. 

1.  GO TO  www.OregonCoastMilitaryMuseum.com

ESTATE JEWELRY AND 

ANTIQUE FURNITURE!!!

We buy, sell and consign quality 

estate/heirloom jewelry & furniture.

Gold, silver, platinum jewelry with 

precious & semi precious stones.

 Call 541-997-8104, 

Florence Antiques 
& 

Coast Jewelers

 

Auto, Home, Life, Business 

Flood, Antique Auto, RV’s 

Medicare Advantage Plans 

Medicare Supplements 

 Health Insurance 

Phone  (541) 997-9497 

1234 Rhododendron Dr / Florence 

Call, Text or Email 
Cell: 541-505-1180

Alva@CBCoast.com

541-997-7777
100 Hwy. 101, 
Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

Alva BraceyAlva Bracey
Broker 

Your goals are my 
top priority.

Let’s get together!

CALL ME TO BUY,  SELL OR TRADE!

I’M LOCATED HERE IN FLORENCE. 

541-255-9822 - Larry
landl316@live.com 

MODEL TRAIN 

ENTHUSIASTS

Over 

50 Years 

Experience!

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes • Shocks

Alignments

4325 Highway 101

Florence, OR 97439

541-997-7178

Insect & Pest Removal
Trapping  • Mole/Gopher

Dead Animal Removal • Honey Bee Removal
Crawl Space Cleaning • Exclusion Work 

Fumigation of Antiques and Commodities. 

(541) 997-4027

Since 1983

Us TOO Florence 
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.

WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday)

5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant 
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff  attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday)

12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant 
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information: 

(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

maribob@oregonfast.net

The Friends of the Florence 

Events Center sup-

ports  Florence’s  Arts,  Culture, 

and  Entertainment at the FEC 

three ways:  1.  Funding capital 

improvements (such as sound and 

light systems) so taxpayers don’t have 

to. 2. Providing performance grants so 

arts groups like local schools, CROW, 

Last Resort Players, and SEAcoast 

Entertainment Association can afford 

to use the FEC. 3. Hosting outstanding 

fundraising events like The Winter 

Music Festival, Indoor Yard Sale, & 

Festival of Books.   

We are looking for more leaders, doers, 

organizers, financial supporters, and 

cheerleaders for the FEC who are fun, 

enthusiastic, and love our phenome-

nal Events Center.  Please join us to 

supportthe coast’s best venue for arts, 

culture, and entertainment (and meet-

ings, conventions, and tradeshows) 

with gifts of time, talent, and funding.

715 Quince St. Florence, OR  97439

541-997-1994  |  EventCenter.org

WINTER MUSIC FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL OF BOOKS

INDOOR YARD SALE

A COVID 

CONSPIRACY?
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HOW WILL YOUR 

“FRIENDS” RECOVER?

1780 Kingwood St – Terrifi c investment opportu-

nity with Kingwood St frontage. Approx. 16’x48’ of 

retail space, 20’x48’ heated workshop, and 2300 

sqft of additional shop space with 12’x12’ door. 

Corner lot with fenced area for additional storage 

or fl ex space. $445,000. #3132-20152485

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Hailey Miles

Broker

541 999-9555

zoned Low Density 
Residential with a Prime 
Wildlife shorelands manage-
ment unit overlay (LDR/
PW).

During the meeting, City 
Planning Director Wendy 
FarleyCampbell’s presenta-
tion included the informa-
tion required by the city for 
proper deliberation of the 
proposal.

The concerns discussed 
during the meeting included 
three issues related to water: 
stormwater drainage, poten-
tial flooding and wetland 
area impact, in addition to 
traffic concerns and a per-
ceived lack of pedestrian 
facilities.

The meeting materials 
included reports submitted 
from Benedick Holdings, as 
well as materials from 
Florence Public Works 
Department, Florence Police 
Department, Siuslaw Valley 
Fire and Rescue, Western 
Lane Ambulance District 

and Lane County Public 
Works.

In addition, areas of con-
cern needing response were 
listed, with the relevant local 
agencies responding by rais-
ing no serious objections to 
the annexation. 

Public Works Director 
Mike Miller even suggested 
in his presentation that there 
would be added advantages 
to others living in the near 
the annexation. 

“Regarding sanitary sewer 
service, the proposed project 
will provide opportunities 
for other surrounding 
homeowners to have city 
sanitary sewer service if they 
desire,” said Miller. “City 
sanitary sewer service is cur-
rently only available to prop-
erties within the city limits. 
Properties outside of the city 
limits would need to annex 
prior to receiving sanitary 
sewer service from the city.”

Miller explained that it is 
the policy of the City of 
Florence to provide sanitary 
sewer service to any proper-
ty within the city’s wastewa-

ter service area. 
“However, the property 

owners are to pay for sewer 
main extension, manholes, 
pump stations, construction, 
connection fees, engineering 
fees, street opening permits 
and any other fees necessary 
for the connection to the 
public sewer system for the 
project,” he added.

The public hearing on 
this issue was then closed, 
with the written record left 
open for the addition of 
materials through Nov. 24. 
The motion was made by 
Commissioner Brian Jagoe 
and passed unanimously by 
the Planning Commission.

On Dec. 8, at 5:30 p.m., 
the Planning Committee 
will continue deliberations 
on Farthing’s request, on 
behalf of Benedick Holdings, 
LCC, to annex the 48-acre of 
property and apply a City of 
Florence zoning designation 
to the land.

During the remainder of 
the evening, the second item 
was a request for a post-
ponement of a public hear-

ing from Driftwood Shores 
regarding an architectural 
variance for a storage build-
ing. 

That request was also 
passed, without discussion.

Two days later, the 
Florence Transportation 
Committee meeting on Nov. 
12 was brief. It was primarily 
a review of the final draft of 
the group’s workplan that 
was then presented to the 
city council this past 
Monday. 

The Transportation 
Committee is responsible 
for advising the city council 
on issues related to vehicu-
lar, bike and pedestrian traf-
fic, public and private transit 
and air traffic at the Florence 
Municipal Airport. 

The Transportation 
Committee memorandum 
to the city discussed the 
overall area transit plan, 
which highlighted public 
transportation.

“As ridership on the 
Rhody Express continues to 
rise, the introduction of the 
Florence–Eugene bus route 

is on its way to being estab-
lished in spite of COVID-19, 
along with the introduction 
of a new transit system from 
Coos Bay to Florence,” the 
committee said in its memo 
to the city. “The 
Transportation Committee’s 
work regarding public trans-
portation efforts in the city 
are as important as ever. 
Most recently, the commit-
tee was informed that the 
Lane Council of 
Governments was also 
awarded a Transportation 
Growth Management Grant, 
which could facilitate better 
connectivity to towns and 
cities within Lane County 
and other counties as well.”

Josh Haring, owner of 
River City Taxi, which man-
ages the Rhody Express, 
added that the possibility 
exists of a new vehicle being 
added to Rhody Express 
routes due to the continued 
use of the service, projecting 
a new bus may be available 
in 2021. 

Discussion of the new 
wireless connections at the 

Florence Municipal Airport 
(FMA) was brought to the 
attention of the committee 
by member Terry Tomeny, a 
pilot that is involved with 
many aviation-related 
aspects of the transportation 
equation in the area. 

Tomeny asked for clarifi-
cation of the wireless access 
procedures for the airport 
and reviewed the related 
requests in the workplan, 
which included an update 
on recent improvements to 
the runways and lighting 
systems at the airport.

There were few changes 
suggested by members to the 
workplan, which was then 
submitted to the council.

The next Planning 
Commission meeting is 
scheduled for Nov. 24 at 5:30 
p.m. The next meeting of the 
Transportation Committee 
is Dec. 10, beginning at 2:30 
p.m. For more information 
on these and other City of 
Florence committees, visit 
w w w. c i . f l ore n c e . or. u s /
boardsandcommissions.

EMAC from 1A

Plans from 1A


