
4A | WEDNESDAY EDITION | NOVEMBER 18, 2020 NED HICKSON, EDITOR | 541-902-3520 | NHICKSON@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM

Support our local 

theater now for its 

future return
I was in the “movie” business 

when I met my husband over 40 
years ago. I was president of Spe-
cialty Films located inside the 7 
Gables Theatre in Seattle. 

Our films all had an artistic 
bend and with limited releases. So, 
I know something about the film 
business.

We just renewed our City Lights 
Cinemas membership again. What 
does a membership do? Yes, we get 
discounts on our movie tickets and 
everything else, including snacks.

Most importantly, our member-
ship helps support a community of 
movie goers like us who want to 
see the best releases. Our member-
ship helps bring performing arts 
productions — sometimes live — 
from national and international 
stages including the world’s finest 
in dance, theatre and music.

All this takes place in a newly 
renovated, COVID-safe setting 
which has not lost its charm for 
safe distance socializing in the lob-
by and comfortable, table settings 
inside each screening room.

As COVID restrictions eased, 
this multi-plex returned to of-
fering our community an array 
of choices for group gatherings. 
However, until the “coast is clear,” 
we need to be clear about our little 
coastal community movie theatre: 
we need it and it needs us!  

We lived here in Florence when 
the theatre was under previous 
management and then closed for 
what seemed like an endless peri-
od. We were so happy when it was 
remodeled and reopened under 
new ownership and management. 

It has been our first choice for 
movie entertainment. Congratu-
lations to Michael and Susan and 
their team.

Even as it temporarily closes to 
public screenings during the Nov. 
18 through Dec. 2 statewide freeze, 
please consider joining City Lights 

Cinemas as members or through 
its streaming services. 

Take in a film in person, as soon 
as they can re-open, or virtually 
for now. 

Help protect the greatest little 
movie theatre in a small town on 
the Oregon Coast right here in 
Florence.

Your support now will help them 
stay open and remain in our com-
munity, the one that we all love. 

We are all in this together!
—Becky Olson

Florence

Cold weather shel-

ter
Imagine being homeless and 

without shelter in damp and/or 
freezing conditions, alone in your 
wheelchair.

A homeless man in Bend, who 
had his legs amputated just last 
winter due to the cold, died last 
week in  his wheelchair in 35-de-
gree weather because Bend has 
no cold weather shelters and the 
homeless shelters in the area were 
full and could not accommodate 
him.

We cannot let such a tragedy 
happen here in Florence. We are 
better than that.

Florence already has a group 
to address housing the homeless 
when the weather gets danger-
ously cold here on the coast. With 
COVID-19 concerns this year, the 
church cannot safely house people 
in need under one roof.

Florence is extremely blessed to 
receive 20 individual, collapsible 
sleeping pods to safely get those 
in need out of the weather for the 
nights when temperatures pose 
the greatest risk to people. 

The city of Florence does not 
allow permanent housing for the 
homeless, but emergency shelter is 
permitted on these coldest nights.  

We are so fortunate to have a 
cold weather shelter group that 
can supervise, accommodate and 
manage the arrangement of the 

pods in a fenced area with an on-
site manager to make sure things 
run smoothly.  

Thank you Florence for sup-
porting this important, compas-
sionate endeavor.

—Tina Haydel
Florence

35th Street PUD is 

bad planning
In a desperate attempt to create 

some badly needed housing for 
workers in our city, the city coun-
cil mostly ignored the pleas from 
local residents and the three ap-
peals not to build such a densely 
populated project.  

The council approved 120 res-
idences in a 9.2 acre area. In my 
opinion, the traffic study was 
a farce. It was done during the 
COVID-19 outbreak, when peo-
ple were not traveling and schools 
were closed.

It seems nobody asked how 
many bedrooms were in these 120 
residences nor was there any accu-
rate numbers on how many vehi-
cles will be added to this intersec-
tion. Creating a left turn lane from 
southbound Rhododendron Drive 
to eastbound 35th Street will help, 
but it will not reduce the conges-
tion and safety for drivers.

This property is owned by APIC, 
the same company that owns Flor-
ence Golf Links, formerly Sand-
pines Golf Links. This same com-
pany was investigated in 2016 for 
making more than $1.3 million 
dollars in political donations.

The entire approval process 
does not pass the smell test and my 
heart goes out to all the residences 
in the area that may someday have 
to evacuate quickly due to a tsuna-
mi warning.

My suggestion would be to plan 
a way to get to your roof, because 
drowning in your car trying to get 
to this intersection is not a good 
option. 

—Alan Matisoff
Florence
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The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the editor 
as part of a community discussion of issues on the 
local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or 
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to in-
clude full name, address and phone number; only 
name and city will be printed. Letters should be 
limited to about 300 words. Letters are subject to 
editing for length, grammar and clarity. Publica-
tion of any letter is not guaranteed and depends on 
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Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
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cal advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the 
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publisher, 
general manager and editor, reserves the right to re-
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