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his fall has proven to be as

difficult as the unsettled

spring and summer, caused
by a combination of COVID-19,
social and political unrest and the
uncertainty of the upcoming U.S.
Presidential Election.

However, there was a respite on
Saturday as Denny Dyke and his
team of sand artists from the Ban-
don-based non-profit group, Cir-
cles in the Sand, came to Florence to
create one of their temporary sand
and beach creations for residents
and visitors to the area to enjoy.

Dyke is the originator and driv-
ing artistic force behind Circles in
the Sand and approaches each proj-

v

People prepare to embark on a journey through Denny Dyke’s Cir-
cles in the Sand labyrinth at Driftwood Shores on Saturday, Oct. 17.

Lane County named to Oregon’s

coronavirus watch list

Meanwhile, neighboring Douglas County
calls on residents to curtail the spread

On Oct. 16, Or-
egon Gov. Kate
Brown placed Lane

By DAMIEN SHERWOOD
& MARK BRENNAN
S1usLAwW NEws

Brown stated that
the Oregon Health
Authority (OHA) is

County on the state’s
COVID-19 watch list for the first
time following a two-week increase
in confirmed or suspected cases in
the county.

Benton, Clatsop, Malheur and
Umatilla counties are also currently
on the list.

According to the Brown, pres-
ence on the watch list does not
indicate that the county is being
moved back to Phase I and is only a
precautionary measure intended to
help policymakers and COVID-19
response teams to prioritize re-
sources and assistance to counties
that are seeing the broadest spread
of COVID-19.

The assistance offered to a par-
ticular county depends on the as-
sessment of its needs, often includ-
ing epidemiological assistance and
staffing support.

working with Lane
County Public Health to address
the county’s increase in communi-
ty spread, which she attributed in
part to social gatherings.

“There is no question that the
spread of COVID-19 in Lane
County is connected — to a degree
— to student social activities,” said
Brown, referring to cases which
originated from students attend-
ing the University of Oregon in
Eugene. “Social gatherings, like
off-campus parties, are incredibly
dangerous and spread this disease.
Let me be clear, though: it will take
the entire county working together
to bring these COVID-19 numbers
under control. Once COVID-19 is
spreading in the community, small
family get-togethers can also lead
to dozens of infections”

See COVID page 6A

‘If we ever needed this, we need it now

‘Circles in the Sand’
returns to Florence

ect, or drawing, as a different canvas
to be imagined and executed at the
time of the event.

He does not prepare the design of
his “labyrinths,” as he refers to his
work, before arriving and counts
on his intuition and the conditions
of the sand and ocean to determine
the design for that day.

Each labyrinth is unique and will
disappear with the incoming tide.

In Florence, Dyke selected a
beach near Driftwood Shores.

The process begins with Dyke se-
lecting a starting point, which will
become the “Dedication Circle,
from which the elaborately flowing

See SAND page 9A
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Soroptimists plan ahead for the annual
Christmas Food Basket Giveaway

By CHANTELLE MEYER
S1usLAW NEws

Soroptimist  International of
Florence members are a small but
mighty group. At just 12 active
members, they are wrapping up
their annual rose sale this Friday
and looking ahead to the winter
months.

The groups largest event is the
free Christmas Food Basket Give-
away, which will be held Saturday,
Dec. 19, at Siuslaw Middle School,
2525 Oak St., from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

However, just like every other
event in 2020, this year is going to
look a little different.

“First of all, we're only going to
do food there,” said event coordi-
nator Carol Bennett. “We are not
doing any toys.”

The event is normally accompa-
nied by a toy giveaway, usually held
at the Florence Church of the Naz-
arene.

“It's impossible to do toys under
COVID;” Bennett said, citing both
the number of Soroptimists and the

current guidelines surrounding do-
nations and sanitizing options.

She added that she knew of other
groups in town who are still work-
ing on the toy side, but further de-
tails aren’t yet available.

It also clears up the Soroptimists’
schedules to focus on providing
Christmas dinners to hundreds of
families this December.

“We normally prepare for 400
to 425 households,” Bennett said.
“We're going to plan on buying food
for 500 families this year”

Coupled with an increase in food
costs, she estimated that the Sorop-
timists will need to spend an addi-
tional $10,000 over previous years.

“I've talked to a lot of people
about this, and they’ve all said, ‘If
we ever needed this, we need it
now;” Bennett said.

The Soroptimists are working on
a letter of solicitation that will go
out to people who have supported
the Basket Giveaway in the past.

“We get a lot of support,” Bennett
said. “This is a generous community.”

See BASKETS page 6A

Florence Council delays 35th and Rhododendron PUD decision

BY MARK BRENNAN
S1usLAW NEwWS

The Florence City Council Reg-
ular Session was brought to order
remotely on Oct. 19 by Mayor Joe
Henry at 5:30 p.m., joining coun-
cilors Joshua Greene, Ron Priesler
and Woody Woodbury, who at-
tended via teleconference.

One vacancy remains on the
council and will be filled by the
newly elected council in January.

Monday’s meeting primarily fo-
cused on issues related to the Rho-
dodendron Drive Planned Unit
Development (PUD) but began
with the Pledge of Allegiance and
the issuance of a Proclamation rec-
ognizing October as National Arts
and Humanities Month.

The Rhododendron PUD appli-
cation process, and the decisions
of the Planning Committee which
reviewed the application, were re-
capped by Senior Planner Roxanne

Johnston, with Planning Director
Wendy FarleyCampbell providing
additional details and observa-
tions to councilors.

The properties under discussion
are located on 9.28 acres at the
northeast corner of the intersec-
tion of Rhododendron Drive and
35th Street. The proposal includes
plans to construct 31 detached
single-family residences, 49 sin-
gle-family attached residences and
46 multi-family units. Amenities

to support this PUD include a pa-
vilion, picnic areas, seating, a chil-
dren’s play area, walking trails, dog
park and pocket garden.

Access to the development is
proposed via a private internal
drive with two entrances from
Rhododendron Drive alleyways
providing rear access to sin-
gle-family attached unit garages
and lanes providing access to sin-
gle-family detached units.

See DEVELOPMENT page 8A
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This custom-built home is secluded and close to the beach
Rarely does a home of this size have that cozy, cabin feel
Well maintained, landscaped, and a fully fenced backyard.
Covered front porch, seated bay windows, and 2 stone
wood-burning fireplaces are just a few of the special
touches in this home. $489,500 #12079 MLS#20186859

QUINTE!
A perfect secluded getaway close to lakes, dunes, and
recreational areas. Small but cozy cabin with large double
garage and bonus room above. Tons of RV parking for
trailers, boats, ATV's, etc. Brand new roof (August 2020)
on the main house. Get ready to make years of great
memories at the Coast...dunes, lakes, beach & more!
$319,900 #12054 MLS#20294660

T < -~
SSENTIAL CABIN IN THE WOODS

Quiet, town-center location and fresh and like-new inside
& out spacious split level plan. New roof, interior / exterior
paint, flooring appliances, and fixtures. Great rear deck for
BBQs or outside living. Oversized garage. Ductless heat
pump, vaulted ceilings, and more. 1800 sf w/ 3 BR / 2
BA. Move-in ready! $389,000 #12048 MLS#20630889

NORTH LAKES BEAUTY

Top of the hill 4 bedrooms, 3 baths triple-wide. Granite
New

counters and bar. Filtered view of Sutton Lake.

MLS#20077082

floors, walk-in closets, fireplace, skylights, ceiling fans,
private patio with firepit. Stainless steel appliances, washer,
dryer, master with office/exercise room. 4-car garage with
16" wide doors. RV parking, raised garden beds, fenced
dog run. All I can say is “AWESOME". $439,000 #12026

WOODED RETREATS & WATER VIEW HOMES FOR SALE...LAKES, RIVERS, OCEAN & TREES!

DESIRABLE SOUTH LAKES LOCATION

with a private wooded setting and a fenced yard! This 3 bed,
2 bath home has been well maintained. 2 pellet stoves with
one in the primary bedroom. Vaulted ceilings, sun porch,
some newer flooring, and a heat pump. 2-car garage, room
for RV parking, and a bonus 300 SF shop behind the garage.
NEW CUSTOM COMMERCIAL GRADE ELEVATOR. This
is an amazing elevator with custom hardwood paneling/trim
and commercial-grade features. At $256 per square foot, it’s a
great buy! $396,900 #12085 MLS#20488478

“We’re next to the Bridge”

See all Florence Listings at chcoast.com
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