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Heartfelt appreciation 

for help of strangers

On July 10, I was in an automobile 
accident on Highway 126 about MP 
27. My vehicle rolled over twice and 
started on fire. 

A number of good Samaritans 
stopped. One blessed individual had 
a fire extinguisher. Able to put out the 
fire, a young man entered my vehicle 
while on its side and helped assist me 
up to the open window. 

Another pulled me out.
Others kept me on the ground im-

mobile (not knowing the extent of 
my injuries) until the fire department 
and ambulance came some time later 
due to the distance from the nearest 
emergency services in Florence.

How do I adequately thank these 
good folks whose names I do not 
know who stopped — some who 
risked their lives — and others who 
cared  for me?

Never adequately.
They were selfless and I am here 

today doing well because of them.    I 
do not even know if they live in the 
Florence area but do want to recog-
nize such heroic people who cared so 
much about a stranger.  

My heartfelt appreciation to them 
all, the two state police officers and 
Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue.

P.S. They all wore masks.

— Joanne Kittel 
Yachats, Ore. 

Physically sickened 

by flyer

I received a cowardly anonymous 
printed card in my mail instructing 

me to “walk away” from the Siuslaw 
News.

I can say I was physically sick-
ened by this act. The general public 
is bombarded 24/7 by political dis-
cord — and enough is enough. We, as 
Americans, all have the right to our 
own opinions about everything in 
life. This incudes politics, without the 
vitriol, the blame and all the expres-
sions of hate.

It is truly disturbing to see our 
city heading in the same direction as 
many parts of our nation. At this rate, 
what’s next? 

Will we be told to boycott, march 
and “protest” in the streets in the dark 
of night and, God forbid, follow the 
examples of Portland, Seattle, Mil-
waukie and other cities under siege?

If this sender doesn’t like what he 
(or she) reads in our paper, there’s an 
easy solution: Don’t Read It.

If you don’t like what you see and 
hear on some TV networks: Don’t 
Watch It.

Just leave those alone who express 
their views and do so without trying 
to coerce others with a different out-
look.

Using the U.S. mail in this “in your 

face way,” to me, is very offensive.

—Sue Hale
Florence

Does property have 

more value than lives?

There would be no riots or pro-
tests or looting without the deaths of 
unarmed black men and women by 
white police officers. 

I do not understand the comments 

about the destruction of property that 
do not mention the loss of so many 
lives. 

Do they really value lost property 
over lost lives?

Is it truly acceptable that white 
men and women brandishing guns 
from their front porches and on pub-
lic streets against peaceful protesters 
are allowed and encouraged by the 
current administration? 

Do we really want vigilantes shoot-
ing innocent unarmed protesters in 
the streets? 

Please think about what your Let-
ters to the Editor are encouraging and 
promoting.

—Patty Harrison
Florence

Hiding in silence

I want to express my strong and 
unconditional support for the Siuslaw 
News and for the courageous investi-
gative series it currently is publishing 
in an effort to heal the growing divi-
siveness in our Florence community.

I also am writing to condemn the 
cowardice of the malicious person 
who wrote a flyer with those lies and 
“fake news” about the paper — and 
then did not have the honor and de-
cency to sign the flyer. 

Shame on you, whoever you are 
out there, hiding in your silence.

Siuslaw News, please keep up your 
good work. The community needs 

you today more than ever.

—Ann Lathrop
Florence
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“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

I moved my family to Florence in 
1955. I served 28 years with the Flor-
ence City Fire Dept., and joined a few 
other folks as well. I served on the city 
budget committee, went through the 
offices of the Florence Jaycees, spent 
13 years on the Siuslaw School Board, 
served as director, vice president and 
president of the Florence Chamber of 
Commerce, have been a member of 
the Rotary Club, and have been the 
Rotary auction’s auctioneer since 1970 
or so. My son, Bob, joined me in the 
’80s.

Two of our sons still live in Florence, 
one spent 16 years or so on the school 
board and one is currently a school 

board member.
I say all of this as my way of sharing 

that I and my family have shared and 
volunteered our time in this commu-
nity.

Now to the meat of this — my 
first-ever letter to any editor of any 
newspaper in my entire 85 years.

Recently in our mailbox I received a 
large card vilifying the Siuslaw News. I 
was told I was on the list because I was 
a registered Republican.

No longer; a while back I re-regis-
tered as an Independent after finding 
myself disgusted with politics. To the 
mailer of that card I offer the following 

advice: The words on the card are just 
plain BS.

The card’s wording is that “their 
Fake News is unethical and seditious.” 
The writer would have done well to 
check the dictionary.

“Unethical” is defined as “Not Mor-
ally Correct.”

“Seditous” is defined as “Indicting 
or causing people to rebel against a 
state or monarch.”

Siuslaw News is a newspaper, not a 
state or monarch. To they who sent the 
card with no name or identification on 
this piece of c--p, I object. 

It is also my opinion that partisan 
politics has no place on city councils, 
school boards, fire boards, etc. Those 
folks are elected to represent all citi-
zens of the city or district they serve.

I will be renewing my subscription 
(I do however feel some of the article 
are way too wordy).

Partisan politics has no place on councils or boards

Guest Viewpoint
By Blair Sneddon

Long-time Florence Resident

As many of you have 

probably heard, seen on 

social media or possibly 

received in your mailbox, a 

glossy, two-sided flyer was 

delivered by mail to many 

residents in Florence this 

week.

In bold print on one side, 

the flyer reads: “Walk Away 

From The Siuslaw News,” 

which also is the title of 

a hashtag with the same 

name (though, as of press 

time, there was nothing 

associated with it when 

checked).

On the flipside of the 

flyer was the accusation 

that “The Siuslaw News Has 

Gone Too Far,” followed 

by a list of denunciations 

calling us “Divisive,” “Fake 

News,” “Unethical” and 

“Seditious.”

Its objective was to 

convince community 

members to “walk away” 

from the paper by canceling 

their subscriptions. To help 

facilitate that, our phone 

number and email address 

for unsubscribing was 

included at the bottom.

We first became aware of 

this after receiving multiple 

calls, as well as having res-

idents come to our office, 

about the flyer they had 

received. 

Most were openly an-

gered by it. 

A few were bewildered.

None canceled their 

subscriptions. 

In fact, the response has 

been quite the opposite.

Despite the intention the 

individual or group that co-

ordinated this mailing may 

have had in furthering the 

division that exists within 

our small community — 

and of which our current 

investigative series has been 

chronicling since Aug. 8 — 

the end result of this tactic 

has been a unified agree-

ment that attacking your 

local newspaper in this way 

is simply wrong.

And even cowardly.

Regardess of whether 

someone agrees or disagrees 

with our reporting, feels 

we are biased or unbiased, 

thinks we lean right or 

left, liberal or conservative 

(we’ve been accused of all 

of these), we stand behind 

every edition that rolls off 

the press and is delivered 

into your mail box.

To the right of this edito-

rial is a list of our staff, how 

to contact each of us and 

where our office is located.

You know us and, more 

often than not, we know 

you.

Because of that, we can 

openly agree or disagree; 

we can each defend our 

position or perspective; and 

we can create an opportu-

nity to at least understand 

one another even when we 

don’t agree.

This is the very principle 

foundation of democracy — 

with local newspapers pro-

viding the conduit through 

which these important 

conversations take place. 

Through emails, phone 

calls, letters, people stop-

ping into our office and 

social media posts — con-

servative or liberal, right- or 

left-leaning, Republican, 

Democrat or Independent 

— one thing each of those 

who have reached out to 

us agree on is that sowing 

division while remaining 

anonymous is wrong.

And “has gone too far” 

for many in our commu-

nity.

Ultimately, a community 

is made up of individuals, 

each with the opportunity 

to be a powerful force for 

good. 

But to do so first requires 

a willingness to stand with 

what you believe — rather 

than hiding behind it.

The danger of division through anonymity 
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