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More importantly, those
groups also began to polish
their online presence, using multiple social media
pages as partisan propaganda platforms, specifically deleting or denying
posts or comments with
contrary information while
simultaneously promoting
information about opponents that could be negatively perceived by others.
In addition, email blasts
and social media posts
were used to manipulate
the potential outcomes of
city votes through online
surveys or direct letters to
elected officials.
These tactics have been
especially effective because
the reality is that most
people in the Siuslaw region don’t engage with or
participate in their local
governments — and by extension, most are unaware
of the level of partisan maneuvering that has been
taking place.
“We’ve got 8,800 residents, and I bet you 7,000
of them are just out there
trying to keep their kids in
school and pay their rent,”
one City of Florence elected official said during a
2019 Florence City Council meeting. “They don’t
care about public art, they
don’t care about housing,
other than the fact that
they don’t have one to live
in. They don’t have a vision
for the future. They’re just
getting by day to day.”
At that particular council meeting in 2019, which
was a daytime work session, only one person from
the general public attended. While some may point
out that many government
meetings are held during
the day and are therefore
difficult to attend, evening
meetings are rarely any
different. Unless there is
something controversial,
the seats are nearly empty.
When they are filled, they
are generally by partisan
groups who have coordinated their attendance.
The same can be said about
most local public meetings
of government and nonprofits in the region. And
the current limitations due
to COVID-19 seem to have
culminated in even less individual public participation.
By 2020, methods of
manipulating public opinion on either side of the
political spectrum had
been honed as each group
worked to stoke a culture
war within the Siuslaw region. During the pandemic, both sides have amplified issues surrounding
masks and the shutdown,
breaking complex arguments into simple soundbites that mock each other’s side in the debate.
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Assisting those in need in our Community.
All of this has made reunwillingness to volunteer
Eighty-eight.
Free Hot Meals Mon-Wed-Fri
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Have unwanted paint, stains and varnish?
Florence Habitat for Humanity will take it!
Call for details
541-997-5834

ESTATE JEWELRY AND
ANTIQUE FURNITURE!!!

Auto, Home, Life, Business
Flood, Antique Auto, RV’s
Medicare Advantage Plans
Medicare Supplements
Health Insurance

Phone (541) 997-9497
1234 Rhododendron Dr / Florence

We buy, sell and consign quality
estate/heirloom jewelry & furniture.
Gold, silver, platinum jewelry with
precious & semi precious stones.

Call 541-997-8104,
Florence Antiques
&
Coast Jewelers
Since 1983
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541-255-9822 - Larry
landl316@live.com

Broker

Your goals are my
top priority.
Let’s get together!
Call, Text or Email
Cell: 541-505-1180

Insect & Pest Removal

4325 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439

541-997-7178

Trapping • Mole/Gopher
Dead Animal Removal • Honey Bee Removal
Crawl Space Cleaning • Exclusion Work
Fumigation of Antiques and Commodities.

(541) 997-4027

New Location:Community Baptist Church
4590 Hwy. 101, Florence (Across from Fred Meyer)
Call 541-997-5057 to Volunteer

CALL ME TO BUY, SELL OR TRADE!
I’M LOCATED HERE IN FLORENCE.

Alva Bracey

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes • Shocks
Alignments

HELPING HANDS COALITION

Alva@CBCoast.com
541-997-7777
100 Hwy. 101,
Florence, OR
COAST REAL ESTATE

Us TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education
Support on the Oregon Coast

relies heavily
on volunteers.

There are many opportunities to
volunteer and a variety of skills
and talents are always in need.
Volunteer interest forms may be
found online, at the shelter and
at our Thrift Shop on Bay Street.

www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org/volunteer/

www.ustooflorence.org
• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday)
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.
• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday)
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese
Restaurant
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.
Contact Bob for more information:
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239
maribob@oregonfast.net

Deadline for Press Releases Is Every Monday and Thursday by Noon.
Email PressReleases@TheSiuslawNews.com.

Saving men one
PSA test at a time.
541-997-6626
maribob@oregonfast.net
Someone to talk to...
who understands!

To include your organization
in this directory, please call us
@ 541-997-3441

