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The First Amendment
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to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.
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“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are 
always welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

Ian Eales’ June 27, Guest View-
point (“An American Only, Be-

longing To No Political Party”) 
should take his own advice and 
love his country, warts and all. 

He apparently used a viral social 
media post “Educating-A-Liber-
al” to promote the view that the 
Republican Party was founded to 
counter the Democrats’ plans to 
expand slavery in America: “EV-
ERY American should REMEM-
BER this important bit of Amer-
ican history on this election day” 
part of the post read.

Fact checking begs to differ.
The slavery issue was not a Re-

publican vs. Democrat issue but a 
North vs. South issue that came to 
a head with the 1854 Kansas-Ne-
braska Act, which repealed the 
Missouri Compromise of 1820 — 
thereby giving the territories the 
decision to accept or reject slavery.

The Republican party was 
founded in 1854 by anti-slavery 
northern  Democrats, anti-slavery 
Whigs and anti-slavery Free Soil-

ers.
Sadly, the Republican Party has 

changed from grass roots, pro-
gressive, trust-busting, union sup-
porting, New Deal expansion of 
rights to today’s corporate control 
of government, tax-evading rich, 
election tampering and Jim Crow 
mass incarceration that keeps peo-
ple of color off the streets and in 
for-profit prisons. 

Mr. Eales states that progressive 
administrations come to a bad 
end and curiously equates that as 
similar to the French Revolution 
(which ended in democracy), the 
Russian Revolution (now a total-
itarian country openly befriend-
ed by Trump) and Nazi Germany 
(which was defeated by the Allies, 
and from whom Trump is now re-
treating). 

He was right that revolutions are 
the result in a loss of faith in their 
government, just as the American 
Revolution was a loss of faith in 
King George.  That happens when 

a government supports profit, 
control and expansion over the 
well-being of the population.

The gist of Mr. Eales’ Guest 
Viewpoint is that Democrats are 
bad, progressives are bad and 
radicals are bad.  Eales’ support 
of Black Lives Matter amounts to 
sadness for a defiled monument 
and recognizing that “... millions 
of Americans can proudly trace 
their history back to enslaved an-
cestors.”

These descendents are the pro-
testors being vilified. They are the 
radicals trying to roll back genera-
tions of discrimination and incar-
ceration.  

They protest against racial re-
tweets by the president, the po-
lice that terrorize them and shoot 
them in the back, the white nation-
alists, white-supremists and other 
alt-right groups that support and 
encourage hate and chaos while 
backing a president who rules 
with threats, childish name-call-
ing and insults.

And also a president who meets 
lawful protests with tear gas and 
violence and threatens unlawful 
use of the military — things every 
American should remember this 
November on Election Day.

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are always 
welcome as part of our goal to encourage 
community discussion and exchange of 
perspectives.)

As I sat with friends and fami-
ly watching our safe and sane 

fireworks and celebrating the birth 
of our nation, I couldn’t help but 
wonder if this would be the last 
time we would ever be able to cel-
ebrate this holiday. 

We the people of the United 
States of America are living in a 
time of much civil unrest. Our 
nation is at a tipping point, being 
torn apart by those who hate our 
country and its history.

There are people who want — 
in no uncertain terms — to tear it 
apart and divide us. It is no longer 
about what political party you be-
long to; it is about what the future 
of our nation will be and its ulti-
mate survival as a free county. 

Do you really want Marxist 
groups like BLM, terrorist groups 
like Antifa and far left Socialists 
in the government like Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez to completely 
defund and dismantle the police, 
leaving millions of vulnerable peo-
ple unprotected?

Do you really want our county 
to be a Socialist country?

Socialism has already been 
tried and failed in 52 other coun-
tries. What makes anyone think it 
would actually work here? 

Do we want them telling us what 
we should say, what we should be-
lieve and what is right and wrong? 
Do we honestly believe that de-
funding, demonizing and vilifying 
law enforcement is the answer? 

Make no mistake about it, these 
groups are no longer asking; they 
are saying that, if we do not meet 
their demands and give them what 
they want, they will burn our 
country down.

They do not believe in individ-
ual sovereignty but, instead, want 
collective subjugation which, by 
definition is the action of bring-
ing someone or something under 
domination or control. 

They have hijacked the peace-
ful protesters and taken over with 
their own agenda.

Those of us who love our coun-
try didn’t ask for this.  I do not be-
lieve that this is what the majority 
of us want for our family’s future.  

It is time to open our eyes, draw 
a line in the sand and decide if 
we are going to stand with the 
Marxists, the mob, anarchy, polit-
ical correctness, socialism, cancel 
culture, radicals and the “progres-
sives” who hate America.  

We are the greatest nation ever 
created and a gift from God that 
gives us liberty, freedom and the 
pursuit of happiness for everyone. 

It comes down to what your 
principles and values are and what 
you believe in. Either you support 
liberty, all of the founding docu-
ments and all that this country has 
been through for over 200 years, 
or you want to see our nation fall 
and be ruled by Socialism. 

It is up to each of us to make our 
own decision of how we want our 
future to look. I stand with Amer-
ica as it stands, even with all of its 
faults. At least for now we will still 
have the right to work on making 
things better for everyone of every 
race, color and creed. 

What we really need to remember come November

United we stand, divided we fall
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