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“A lot of them are very com-
fortable staying at home. 
They may not go out a lot. 
And they’re more safety 
conscious, willing to wear 
masks, willing to protect 
their health. They’re more 
conscious of their health.”

That’s not to say that old-
er populations aren’t strug-
gling, as issues they had 
before the pandemic still 
remain today.

“A lot of the issues they 
struggle with are health 
problems, social isolation, 
and people who have been 
widowed and living alone,” 
Severance said. “I’m really 
surprised in this communi-
ty by people who don’t have 
any kind of social support 
system. They may have no 
children, or the children 
live out of state. They don’t 
go to church, they don’t go 
to any social groups. They 
don’t have friends or neigh-
bors who they socialize 
with. A lot of people lose 
their spouse and are com-
pletely isolated, with a very 
limited ability to take care 
of themselves as well.”

There’s also issues with 
disorientation, which 
makes up a fair amount of 
calls for MCR.

“It’s something that goes 
along with living in a much 
older population,” she said. 
“We have a city of elderly 
people, some of whom may 
be experiencing dementia, 
memory problems, things 
like that.”

But the biggest issue Sev-

erance sees right now in the 
older population is fear.

“Stay away from all the 
fear mongering in the me-
dia,” she said. “Go to the 
CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control), World Health Or-
ganization or trusted media 
sources. We reinforce the 
safety measures that will 
keep people safe.”

Locally, the Siuslaw re-
gion is prepared for an 
outbreak of COVID-19 if it 
were to occur. PeaceHealth 
Peace Harbor is constantly 
monitoring the situation 
in conjunction with local 
governments, and contin-
gency plans are in place. 
Still, there is a responsibility 
from community members 
to ensure safety measures 
are followed to prevent the 
virus from overtaking the 
community.

MCR employees stress 
safety measures.

“Wear a mask, stay home 
as much as you can, do not 
having people over and that 
kind of thing,” Severance 
said. “We address the fact 
that it’s very isolating and 
can be an issue for people. 
But the telephone is a great 
way to reach out. I’m sur-
prised by how many elder-
ly people have learned to 
use Zoom. I think that’s so 
impressive. We encourage 
them to have family gather-
ings through Zoom weekly.”

Ultimately, Severance 
suggested that everyone 
will have to judge their own 
comfort level.

“There is risk,” she said. 
“Of course, when you’re in 

a restaurant, you’re going to 
have to take your mask off 
to eat. It’s not a perfect an-
swer. If you’re uncomfort-
able with those situations, I 
just encourage people not to 
engage in them. And people 
who do feel comfortable 
and feel safe enough with a 
mask, and following guide-
lines, then that’s great too.”

However, not everyone is 
following the guidelines. 

On Wednesday, a state-
wide order went into effect 
that requires all businesses 
to enforce customers wear 
masks while indoors. The 
day the rule took effect, 
Siuslaw News received mul-
tiple calls from businesses 
stating pushback, some-
times verbally abusive, to-
ward the new laws.

Even before then, guide-
lines like masks and social 
distancing were ignored in 
some sectors of the com-
munity. Historic Old Town 
Florence was often packed 
with tourists shoulder to 
shoulder, while some local 
businesses didn’t regulate 
mask wearing among its 
employees. Even if someone 
who was at risk was able to 
turn off the 24 hour news 
cycle and went outside, 
they could become afraid 
by what they see, go back 
home, and further isolate.

“That’s a problem,” Sev-
erance said. “People are 
required, whether they’re 
from out of state or not, to 
be wearing masks. But so-
cial distancing, it may mean 
that people who are really 
fearful and have health is-

sues, that they avoid places 
like Old Town where there’s 
a lot of people and some of 
them just aren’t going to be 
compliant. That’s the prob-
lem.”

Which then exacerbates 
the issue of the young-
er generation. If the older 
population avoids stores, 
jobs won’t come back and 
issues of deteriorating men-
tal health will continue. To 
help deescalate all of these 
issues, from suicide to fear, 
people are going to have to 
work together.

“We need to come to-
gether as a community,” 
Severance said. “It’s an issue 
of respect for other people. 
It’s not just about your own 
personal choice and your 
own personal freedom. It’s 
about respect for other peo-
ple.” 

MCR is recruiting team 
members — “Anybody with 
any experience with crisis 
intervention or counseling, 
mental health issues, who 
would be willing to work at 
least three 24 hours shifts 
a month and respond at all 
hours,” Severance said. “We 
do a lot of training. We’re 
a very tight team, and we 
have each other’s backs.”

To contact the Mobile 

Crisis Response team for 

help, call 541-997-3515, the 

non-emergency number of 

emergency dispatch. In case 

of emergency, contact 911 

and ask for MCR.

For more information 

Siuslaw Outreach Ser-

vices, visit florencesos.org. 

Information on the group’s 

pandemic support can be 

found at thesiuslawnews.

com/article/sos-provides

-additional-monetary-

support.

More information on 

Spayd’s Christmas in June 

can be found at thesiuslaw 

news.com/article/bringing-

christmas-to-june.
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Get Results...List With Wendy.

Wendy Krause

Broker

541 999-7765

6825 North Fork Siuslaw 
Rd – Gorgeous home on 
5 acres just 5 miles from 
Florence. 2013 Carter 
Brothers built home full 
of custom details. Open 
fl oor plan with custom 
built walnut topped island, 
rock fi replace and valley 
views. Guest retreat with 
bathroom, and a shop 
too. $595,000. #3103-
20232488

JOIN
LIFEMED
TODAY!

$65
Per Year

WesternLaneAmbulance.com
__________________

Serving Western Lane County Since 1976

Mission Statement:

“To provide quick, effi cient, professional

emergency medical services, transport, and

community education with the highest

standards of excellence and compassion.”

Renewal Applications are in the 

mail and can be dropped off at 

one of two secure locations:

 • 2625 Highway 101

  • 410 Ninth Street

 For Questions or an Application

Call 541-997-9614 or 

Visit: WesternLaneAmbulance.com

Christina Voogd
ABR, GRI, CRS, Principal Broker

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Northwest Real Estate
 

Florence Branch
PO Box 276, 1875 Hwy. 101 Florence OR 97439

 

Cell: 541 999-0239
Business Fax: 866-499-9414

cvoogd@bhhsnw.com • www.CallChristina.com

Team Voogd 
Christina Voogd - Principal Broker

Amanda Austin - Marketing Assistant

Sarah Quinn - Buyers Specialist

Tina Harris - Assistant

Insect & Pest Removal
Trapping 
Mole/Gopher
Dead Animal Removal
Honey Bee Removal
Crawl Space Cleaning
Exclusion Work 
Fumigation of Antiques and Commodities. 

(541) 997-4027

Since 1983

1898

Improved Train Service

— The West Vol. 9, No. 51 

April 21, 1899

Effective last Feb. 12, the Northern 
Pacific inaugurated double train ser-
vice between Portland and all points 
east. Trains will leave Portland at 
11:30 a.m. and 11 p.m. daily. These 
trains will be both first class and fully 
equipped in every respect, heated by 
steam, vestibulated, standard Pull-
man and tourist sleepers, dining cars 
and colonist sleeping cars.
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The Acme Dance

— The West Vol. 8, No. 37 

January 7, 1898

The New Year Dance given at Acme 
Friday evening by the Florence and 
Acme dancing club was a grand suc-
cess. 

All the arrangements for the eve-
ning were made by the young la-
dies belonging to the club, and this 
is enough to insure a good time for 
those who attend any entertainment 
they manage. 

Music was furnished by Marion 
Morris and Mrs. Alexander. After in-
dulging in the light fantastic toe till 
midnight, the company proceeded 
to the Alexander building, where an 
excellent picnic supper had been pro-
vided. 

After everyone had partaken free-
ly of the good things of the table, all 
returned to the hall, and dancing was 
continued till early daylight. 

— The West Vol. 10, No. 41 

January 26, 1900

Council Proceedings
A special meeting of the city coun-

cil was held in the Odd Fellows build-
ing January 19, 1900, with President 
Weatherson in the chair. 

The ordinance providing for build-
ing a drive way on certain streets, pre-
sented at last meeting, was laid on the 
table till some future meeting.

An ordinance prohibiting the use 
of fire arms, air guns and spring guns 
within the corporate limits of Flor-
ence was presented and read the first 
time. The rules were suspended, the 
ordinance was read the second and 
third times and adopted.

Elections
It is noted that several school dis-

tricts of New York State chose wom-
en for commissioners at the recent 
election. The number of women who 
were nominated for commissioners 
was by no means small, and this must 
be construed as popular recognition 
of women’s fitness for the position, 
especially in view of the fact that an 
increased number of women will fill 
the place during the coming term.

The Forest Rangers

— The West Vol. 11, No. 45 

March 29, 1901

A petition is in circulation here 
requesting that forest rangers in the 
Cascade reserve to devote a portion 
of their time the coming summer to 
improving the public highways. 

It is represented that on the McK-
enzie wagon road above Lost Creek, a 
great many trees have fallen across the 
road, and it is almost impossible for 
covered wagons to get by some places.

There is practically no roadwork 
available from settlers along the road, 
as there are no settlers. It is further 
represented that the rangers have 
heretofore employed considerable 
time in cutting trials through the 
mountain country where there is no 
travel, and that they could accomplish 
more by clearing out this wagon road.

New online music summer camp opens for children
Local musicians Jason 

Wood and Sheena Moore 
are teaming up to create 
“Music in Motion,” an on-
line summer camp that will 
run Aug. 3 to 27.

The camp is geared to-
ward children five to 8 

years old, but older chil-
dren are also welcome. 

“I’m really excited about 
this and can’t wait to ex-
plore movement and music 
with you,” Moore said.

People can sign up now 
through Aug. 1. The $40 

package includes four 
pre-recorded sessions, four 
show-and-tell sessions and 
materials for a DIY instru-
ment.

For more information, 
or to sign up, contact ja-
sonbrettwood@gmail.com 

or sheenamoorevocals@
gmail.com.
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