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the date adopted by the Af-
rican-American community 
as the day that slavery was fi-
nally ended. It is often called 
both “Juneteenth” and “Free-
dom Day.”

History has shown, how-
ever, that the Emancipation 
Proclamation only applied 
to Confederate states and 
not those in the East or in 
New England. That freedom 
wasn’t legally extended to 
African-Americans in those 
regions until the passage 
of the 13th Amendment by 
Congress in January 1865, 
and eventually ratified by the 
states in December 1865. 

Juneteenth is not an of-
ficial national holiday but 
has become the day when 
African Americans celebrate 
independence. This year, the 
date became a political and 
cultural flash point when 
President Trump scheduled 
a political rally to be held 
June 19 in Tulsa, Okla. — a 
city that was also the loca-
tion of the 1921 raiding of a 
prosperous Black neighbor-
hood known as the “Black 
Wall Street Massacre,” when 
more than 100 blacks resi-
dents were killed and doz-
ens of businesses and homes 
were burned over Memorial 
Day Weekend of that year.

Juneteenth celebrations 
are often regional in nature, 
highlighting food and enter-
tainment along with speak-
ers, preachers and teachers.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
issued a proclamation, stat-
ing, “This year, celebrating 
Black freedom and achieve-
ment on Juneteenth is more 
important than ever as peo-
ple across Oregon, the Unit-
ed States and around the 
world protest systemic rac-
ism and unequivocally show 
that Black Lives Matter. 

“I encourage all Orego-
nians to join me in observ-
ing Juneteenth by getting 

educated on systemic rac-
ism in this country and get-
ting involved in the fight for 
racial justice.”

Locally, members of Flor-
ence ORganizes (FOR) held 
a rally and march on June-
teenth yesterday to recog-
nize the importance of the 
date. The group celebrated 
Freedom Day with a gather-
ing of people of all ages at the 
Florence United Methodist 

Church on Kingwood Street.
A statement from State 

Sen. Arnie Roblan was read 
at the rally, in which Roblan 
echoes Brown’s call for a 
re-examination of the many 
Americans still hold.

“It’s time we did better, 
that’s why I support Gov. 
Brown’s efforts and the idea 
of Juneteenth becoming a 
state holiday. Oregon can 
show leadership in this un-
dertaking and commem-
orate a day for our Afri-
can American friends and 
neighbors,” Roblan said.

Along with a group from 
FOR were some unaffiliated 
members from the commu-
nity who were there to show 
support of the day. 

They were also there 
to acknowledge the day’s 
meaning in the current con-
text of nationwide marches 
that began following the 

killing of George Floyd by 
members of the Minneapo-
lis, Minn., police on May 25 
and the death of countless 
other black Americans.

The incident has since 
been galvanized into a na-
tional conversation fueled by 
protests both across the U.S. 
and the world in an effort to 
force major reform regard-
ing the disproportionate use 
of excessive force on black 
people and communities of 
color by law enforcement 
agencies. 

The number of marches 
and protesters have come 
to rival those of the trou-
bled Vietnam War era and 
the associated social justice 
marches of the late 1960s 
and early ‘70s. 

As of Thursday, the pres-
ident’s scheduled rally in 
Oklahoma had been moved 
to June 20.
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

2705 Munsel Lake Rd, Services 10 AM Sunday

All are welcome! 541-999-1979.

Bishop Larry Farnsworth 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

4590 Hwy. 101, Across from Fred Meyer –- 997-7418

Sunday School, 9:30a.m. – Worship, 10:45

Wed. Prayer - 6:00 p.m. –

Wed. Ministries 1-8 Grade 7 p.m.

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Corner of 10th & Maple –997-3533

We will be live streaming from

 Facebook at 10am Sunday morning.

Link to our website 

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online

All other platforms will be update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 

office@florencecrossroadag.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SBC

1935 25th St. – 997-7660 •  Pastor, Ron Allen 

Services on Facebook live

Sunday’s at 11:00 am

Wednesday’s at 6:00 pm 

All Bible studies held at the church including 

Sunday morning, Thursday Ladies study, and 

Children’s Programs are suspended.

Blessings on you and your family.

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2nd & Ivy – 997-2961 –Non-Denominational

Services suspended this week. We will continue 

to meet as The Church through our Community 

Groups. We are working on options for you and will 

communicate that with you soon.

FLORENCE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Pre-Denominational (Romans 16:16)

1833 Tamarack Street

 (2 blocks east of Hwy. 101 on 18th St.)

Bible Study: Sunday 10 a.m.; Worship: Sunday 11 a.m.

www.churchofchristflorence.org

FLORENCE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

12th and Nopal – 997-9020

Services will be available via YouTube. 

Follow the link at http://florencenaz.church/

FLORENCE EVANGELICAL CHURCH

1318 Rhododendron Dr. • 541-997-2523

Sunday Service 11am ( Children Sunday School)

Mid-Week Activities, all ages.

FLORENCE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

4445 Hwy 101 (South of Fred Meyer) – 997-3951

Worship on Saturday 10:30 A.M.

Adult/Children’s Sabbath School 9:15 A.M. 

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road

All are welcome to explore the answer.

In lieu of our regular service, we will be 

videotaping the sermon and have it available from 

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC1h3s3lhuRKRCXNxbF8H3Nw).

www.FlorenceUUF.org - (541) 997.2840

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Link to Sunday services at

www.florenceunitedmethodist.org

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH

1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.

Sun. Services: 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible Study 6pm-7pm 

Website:florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

21st & Spruce Street – 997-8113

Pastor Rachel Simonson – All are welcome

Sermons are on YouTube at 

https://youtu.be/jcTJVWp_6ps.

www.florencenewlife Lutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE  SIUSLAW

3996 N Hwy 101       997-7136    

Traditional Worship Service 10:00 a.m. , 

Reverend Greg Wood

Worship services and all group meetings

 in the church have been temporarily 

suspended at least until the end of March.

 Our 10am Sunday worship service will be available 

via Zoom using your phone, tablet or computer. 

Church members and friends will be called

 this week and given phone in/logon information. 

You can also call the church office for this 

information.

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  (QUAKERS)

“War is still not the answer.” FCNL

Since we meet in homes, we are taking a mindful pause.

Call 997-4237 or 902-9511 for  information.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

L.C.M.S.

Every Sun., Bible Class 9 a.m., Worship Service 10 a.m.

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 

DVD of Weekly worship service available.

Pastor Randy Benscoter

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

2135 19th St. –- 997-6600

8:30am, Tuesdays, Morning Prayer

Sunday Services: 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  - Wed, 11 a.m.

Everyone Welcome – Come walk our Labyrinth.

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312

COVID-19 Compliant Masses have been scheduled.  

Please call our office for details.

Give us a call

541-997-3441
to get us your updates or 

email to:

mberg@thesiuslawnews.com

Faith – Friendship - Fellowship – Fun

CHURCH DIRECTORY
To include your organization in this directory, 

please call us @ 541-997-3441

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Amy Johnson

Broker, CSA

541 999-78756825 North Fork Siuslaw Rd – Gorgeous home 

on 5 acres just 5 miles from Florence. 2013 Car-

ter Brothers built home full of custom details. 

Open fl oor plan with custom built walnut topped 

island, rock fi replace and valley views. Guest re-

treat with bathroom, and a shop too. $595,000. 

#3103-20232488

www.shoppelocal.biz

+

Siuslaw 

News

We are open and 
ready to assist you!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475
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Kello has experi-
ence in both public 
and private social 
services agencies, or-
ganizational manage-
ment, and currently 
owns five dogs. In 
his board applica-
tion, Kello wrote, “I 
want to be a positive, 
active member of the 
OCHS. I am dedicat-
ed to and passionate 
about the animals 
in our shelter and in 
our community. In 
the end, it is all about 
their success and abil-
ity to thrive.”

Members are elect-
ed to serve staggered 
three-year terms that 
allow for continuity 
of service while keep-
ing the door open to 
new members each 
year. 

OCHS elections 
take place annually 
with the total number 
of board openings 
determined by the 
presiding board. 
Ballots are mailed to 
OCHS members in 
good standing late in 
May and are due back 
by a designated date 
each June. 

New board mem-
bers are welcomed 
to a transitionary 
board meeting soon 
thereafter and are 
normally seated in 
early July. The board 
then elects its officers 
to serve from July 1 
to June 30.

For more informa-
tion on the OCHS, or 
how to volunteer or 
support it financially, 
contact 541-997-4277 
or visit OregonCoast
HumaneSociety.org.

Deadline for Press Releases Is Every 

Monday and Thursday by Noon. Email 

PRESSRELEASES@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.
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Florence honored the history of Juneteenth 

with a commemorative gathering and march 

on Friday.


