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Governor has no respect 

for Oregonians

The State of Oregon, under Kate 

Brown, was — and is — totally 

unprepared for any emergency.  

She has allowed the Employment 

Department to crumble through 

her lack of attention to updating 

equipment and personnel, there-

by causing thousands of unem-

ployed workers to go without any 

pay for months. 

This shows that she has no re-

spect for the people of Oregon 

that work for their living.

She had OSHA levy large fines 

for people trying to open or op-

erate their businesses to put 

food on their family’s table; she 

requires people in stores and 

restaurants to maintain 6 feet of 

separation  or face fines or being 

closed down; however, she does 

not even see the need to make a 

statement on the close proximity 

of people — many without masks 

— in the protests. 

This means that it is more im-

portant to maintain separation 

when in contact with one or two 

people, but not thousands?

She panicked in March and de-

manded the federal government 

send respirators to the state, then 

she sent them to New York where 

they are sitting in a warehouse.

Check out the “State and Lo-

cal Pandemic Influenza Planning 

Checklist” 2005. You will see that 

most of the items on this checklist 

that the state should have done 

and checked off were not done.

If you are only interested in 

increasing taxes and not making 

the state better, then continue 

with this administration. 

If not, demand changes. 

— Robert Smith

Florence

Instead of removal, let’s 

learn from our mistakes

I was sitting on my back porch 

watching new Mallard ducklings 

work the edges of a reed bank 

along Sweet Creek while a King-

fisher noisily flew by. The Fox-

gloves now tower over the fields 

of multi-colored prairie flowers. 

This peace and serenity is a 

stark contrast to the riot-tinged 

pandemic currently afflicting 

America. 

Reading the Siuslaw News, I see 

that folks are debating the Con-

federate statues again. Removal 

wouldn’t bother me a bit as they 

are just simple symbols pounded 

from a sheet of bronze. However, 

I worry more about our country’s 

unquenchable intolerance. 

Removing a Confederate statue 

which lords 50 feet above descen-

dants of black slaves seems a right 

and proper action. Sure, pull 

down Christopher Columbus, 

whom never set foot in North 

America, but rather only “discov-

ered” slaves in the Caribbean. 

I do wonder, though, at what 

point will we be “complete” in 

righting the pain of the aggrieved? 

Robert E. Lee was declared a 

hero for his brutal actions during 

the Mexican-American war un-

der democrat President James 

Polk; Lee did not fare so well 

during the Civil War. 

A recent letter from Marybeth 

Marenco (“Lee Was No ‘Ameri-

can ‘Hero,’” June 17) advocated 

for the removal of his and oth-

er Confederate statues because, 

among other things, “they lost.”

Did not the American Indians, 

whom killed many innocents, 

also lose? Should we remove the 

memorials to those Indian chiefs 

whom lost? Abraham Lincoln 

may have freed the slaves, but 

he supported the eradication of 

the Indians from western lands. 

Should we therefore remove the 

Lincoln Memorial? 

Should not Lincoln also be re-

moved from Mt. Rushmore while 

removing George Washington 

and Thomas Jefferson, both of 

whom owned slaves their entire 

life? 

Muhammad also owned slaves 

his entire life and advocated for 

slavery in his Koran. Jesus ad-

vocated that marriage was only 

between a man and a woman, en-

raging some gays. 

Mosques and churches? 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

is the hero of the Civil Rights 

movement, but he was accused of 

being an unfaithful philanderer 

and laughing at a woman while 

observing her rape. Should his 

statue beside the National Mall be 

removed and his numerous bou-

levards renamed to ease the pain 

of rape victims? 

Vladimir Lenin declared that 

Jews should not hold any position 

of power. Letter writer Joel Marks 

has not complained, so maybe 

Lenin’s statue in Minneapolis can 

stay. 

Oregon was the only state de-

claring entry illegal if one was Ne-

gro. Should Oregon be renamed? 

Even the name Siuslaw News 

has been appropriated from Na-

tive Americans. Renaming or 

removing memorials, roads, 

bridges, buildings, rivers, lakes, 

mountains, teams, ships and 

towns may not be enough. 

Maybe what we should ulti-

mately learn from this is to try 

tolerance.

—Bill Shepard

Mapleton

Mask-wearing should be 

required in Old Town

On May 20, I used the City of 

Florence’s contact page to submit 

a request for an ordinance to be 

put in place in the Old Town area 

requiring the use of face masks. 

In response, AIC City Man-

ager Megan Messmer explained 

that the City is taking its lead 

from state and county guidelines, 

which do not include such an or-

dinance or requirement. 

I also received links to state 

health agencies regarding busi-

ness requirements for employees 

to wear masks and what business 

can do to encourage customers to 

wear masks inside of businesses. 

Let’s be clear about this: both 

my wife and I are in the “at risk 

age group” and I have just about 

every underlying medical con-

dition that would make me 

more susceptible to catching the 

COVID-19 virus. 

Just about anyone who shops 

in Old Town would have to agree 

that maintaining social distanc-

ing within our shops is nearly 

(if not completely) impossible to 

achieve — let alone maintain. 

The stores are just way too 

small.

Even with the huge sign that 

we installed by our front door, we 

still get some people refusing to 

do so, even becoming belligerent 

when we try to mention the face 

mask requirement.

In her response to my letter, 

Messmer assured me that my 

comments would be passed on to 

the City Council. 

With the rather large senior 

population in Florence, I hope 

our city leaders understand the 

need to vote in an ordinance re-

quiring everybody to wear a face 

mask within the confined spaces 

of our stores in Old Town.

—Andres A. Ruiz

Florence

Co-owner Wizard of Odds
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