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The majority of his speech
was quoted from comedi-
an actor Charlie Day, who
stressed that fear cannot rule
a persons life.

“You cannot let a fear of
failure, fear of comparison,
or fear of judgment stop you
from doing what’s going to
make you great. You cannot
succeed without the risk of
failure,” Schwertfeger said.
“You don’t not have to be
fearless. Just don't let fear
stop you.”

The guest speaker for the
ceremony was former Maple-
ton teacher Lucinda Longo,
who recently left the district
to take a job in Gresham.

“I now work in a building
where 2,000 people come
and go every day, including
1,800 students. A very differ-
ent experience, one that has
made me cherish my time
in Mapleton even more,” she
said.

Longo gave four assign-
ments to the Mapletons

graduating class.

“Never fear, the assign-
ments are all open book,
open notes and getting help
from others is encouraged.
And if you don't get them
right the first time, you can
just keep trying,” Longo said.

The first assignment was
to connect with community.

“We need our commu-
nity to help us with this life
we didn’t choose,” she said.
“We dont get to choose
when life is unfair. We don’t
get to choose our tragedies.
As a class, you have had to
deal with unspeakable loss. I
know, I was there. And there
again. And there again. We've
lost moms, dads, brothers,
sisters, cousins, aunts, uncles
and friends. Best friends. We
don’t get to choose when our
loved ones pass unexpected-
ly. ... We need each other to
help us through our pain”

She asked graduates to
find their own communities
as they grow older, protect
them, cherish them and care
for them.

The second assignment
was to dream big.

“Growing up in a smaller
community is both a blessing
and a curse;” Longo said. “A
blessing because we are not
an anonymous face. We are
recognized for who we are. A
small community can also be
a curse, because sometimes
we limit our potential by not
seeing what is beyond our
borders. Who is it you want
to be?”

The third assignment
from Longo was to be whole.
The math teacher traced the
word “integrity” to the term
integer, a whole number that
is not a fraction.

“Integrity comes from
wholeness and complete-
ness, she said. “Integrity is
not just about being honest.
It is about not being a frac-
tion. What it means is you
should not act differently
based on who is in the room,
or not in the room. You
should be one full person for
everyone. Not different piec-
es of a person for different

people. Be the person you
want to be. And be that per-
son all the time”

Her final assignment was
what she said was the most
important — work to always
have more love in your life
than hate.

“We live in a divisive
world. A world where it’s
socially acceptable to choose
sides, to hate, to tear each
other down,” Longo said. “It
doesn’'t have to be this way.
You can choose to be kind,
grant grace, listen instead of
speak. You can choose to ac-
cept others’ ideological dif-
ferences as okay, even if they
seem crazy to you. You can
choose to be baffled instead
of angry when other people’s
beliefs don't make sense for
your belief system.

She closed by stating that
the seniors have already
been working on these as-
signments all their lives, and
if the results didn’t turn out
the correct way the first time,
there is always a chance for
revisions.

FIELD TEST

GANDIDATES WANTED

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field
Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week
and they have asked us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate.They are interested
in determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid

users experience in difficult environments, such as those with background noise or multiple talkers.
Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

We are looking for additional candidates in Florence and the surrounding areas.

Dates:June 10 - June 19,2020

Product Test Sites:

Qualified Field Test Candidates:
* Live in Florence or the surrounding area
* Are at least 55 years of age or older
* Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids
* Don't currently work for a market research company
« Call BEFORE June 19,2020

@

FIELD TEST
PARTICIPANTS
Will be tested and
selected same-day.

NORTH BEND FLORENCE NEWPORT
1938 Newmark St., 2775 Hwy 101 Suite B 1217 N.Coast Hwy. Suite D
North Bend, OR, 97459 Florence, OR 97439 Newport, OR 97365
541-236-2628 541-423-3142 541-435-2753

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam,
a painless procedure that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage
to the eardrum, as well as other common cause of hearing deficiencies.

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product
currently on hand and ready for testing. We have also been
authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to
take the hearing instruments home. If you choose not to
keep them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.t

TO PARTICIPATE:

1) You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office
Mention Code: 20JunfField.

2) You will be required to have your hearing tested in our
office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine candidacy.

3) Report your results with the hearing instruments to the
Hearing Care Specialist over a three week test period.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come,
first-served basis so please call us TODAY to secure
your spot in the Product Field Test.

Participants who qualify and complete the product test
will receive a_FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift Card* as a

token of our thanks. Exp.June 19,2020

AVOID WAITING

CALL AND MENTION CODE: 20JunField!

*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing

test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months.While supplies last. Free gift card may be used toward the
purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com
for details. Not redeemable for cash. Promotional offer available during special event dates only. tIf you are not
completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in
satisfactory condition. See store for details.

“May you take these as-
signments seriously. Our
future rests in your hands,
Longo said.

The last speech of the cer-
emony came from valedic-
torian Trinity Holmes, who
talked about the advantages
of going to a small school.

“Most  freshmen move
to an entirely new building
with upperclassmen they've
never met before,” Holmes
said. “But our school wasn’t
like that. We had been in the
same building since middle
school, so there was no big
jump from middle to high
school”

She spoke of times her and
her classmates would hold
competitions to motivate
themselves for better grades.
There were the math chal-
lenges, where they would see
who could have the highest
percentage in class.

“Those little competitions
motivated me to do better,
and we had fun while doing
it,” she said.

Holmes remembered the
dances, the sports competi-
tions.

“Sophomore year was also
full of phases. Looking back,
everyone was trying to be
cool,” Holmes said. “I went
through a little emo phase,
fidget spinners were in,
and everyone was trying to
‘catch-em-all’ with Pokemon
Go. When you look back at
that year, it shows that peo-
ple and things change, and
that’s okay. We need to em-
brace who we are in the pres-
ent and the future will guide
us to who we are meant to
be”

She listed a variety of ac-
complishments the school
had gone through, particu-
larly in sports where Holmes
helped lead her basketball
team in a quadruple over-
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time game to secure a spot in
the playoffs, a first for girls
basketball in years.

“Just as our senior project
finished up, track was be-
ginning to start, and prom
getting close, coronavirus
stopped everything dead
in its tracks,” Holmes said.
“And of course, our gradua-
tion ceremony. Even though
we didn’t get to do these
age-old traditions, it will not
stop us from forging a new
path into a future we create
for ourselves. With all that
being said, you dont need
to tell me how great we are.
You dont need me to tell
you how far you're going to
go because deep down, you
know. If you believe in your-
self, you will go places”

The ceremony ended
with the flower dedications,
where each graduate had the
chance to dedicate flowers
to those whose support got
them to the finish line.

After the students received
their diplomas, the ceremo-
ny ended with the tradition-
al transition of the tassels,
which Superintendent Jodi
O’Mara introduced.

“As superintendent of
Mapleton School District,
I hereby certify that these
students have completed all
graduation requirements for
the school district and the
state of Oregon,” she said. “I
hereby present to you, the
Mapleton High School grad-
uating class of 2020

On Friday evening, the se-
niors gathered at the school
to decorate their vehicles
and parade from one end
of Mapleton to another,
reaching as far away as the
Swisshome Post Office. The
parade was accompanied by
two fire apparatus from Ma-
pleton Fire Department.

See PHOTOS page 9A
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541-997-1200
89349 Rustic Ln — Nearly
50 acres overlooking Mercer,
Sutton and the ocean. This
property has ample Mercer
Lake frontage with a 1680sqft
home and brand-new dock.
Enjoy the views from inside
and out. TL200 provides 1/7
ownership interest with lake
access and common area.

~1$849,000. #3084-20233920
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Member, Grant Professionals Association
www.GrantProfessionals.org
Member, Florence Area Chamber of Commerce

Grant Professional Services

Susy Lacer, GPC
QGrant Professional Certified

Ethical, Experienced, and Committed
to Building the Siuslaw Community.

Services
> Grant Proposal Preparation
> Data Research and Analysis
> Funding Prospect Identification
> Grant Readiness Assessment
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541-997-8663 office
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