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which is located on the 
right side of the ceme-
tery’s driveway. Over the 
next few weeks, Mapleton 
carver Mic Johnson will 
be working on the 11-foot-
tall memorial, inscribing 
the phrase, “Dedicated to 

those who served in the US 
Armed Forces, and in lov-
ing memory of those who 
gave their lives in defense 
of our county.”

Medallions of the five 
main service branches will 
be inset above the inscrip-
tion.

There are also plans to 

have small metal plaques 
on the memorial, where 
veteran’s names and infor-
mation, living or dead will 
be inscribed.

Gerber stressed that any 
veteran can be honored in 
the plaques. 

“We do want to make it 
clear that we’re opening to 

honoring all military veter-
ans, not just those buried at 
Deadwood,” she said.

Sitting near the memo-
rial is also a newly planted 
cremation scattering gar-
den, which is covered with 
rhododendrons, hyacinths, 
Bleeding Hearts and aza-
leas. It’s part of a host of 

upgrades made to the cem-
etery over the years, includ-
ing restorations of grave-
stones of veterans resting at 
the site.

“In Deadwood, we have 
more than three dozen vet-
erans buried, including two 
from the Civil War and one 
from the Spanish American 
War,” Gerber said. 

Volunteers have been 
working to restore and 
identify the gravestones, 
and replacing headstones 
that have been weathered 
with time.

The placement of the 
memorial is particularly 
important this year as the 
annual Pioneer Heritage 
Day event, held on cem-
etery grounds, had to be 

cancelled due to concerns 
over the current pandemic. 
Volunteers placed flags on 
all veterans’ graves before 
the holiday, but the place-
ment of the monument on 
Memorial Day shows the 
community still cares about 
its veterans.

“It’s a chance for the 
cemetery to show how im-
portant veterans are to our 
community,” Gerber said. 

The Deadwood Pioneer 
Cemetery is currently hop-
ing to raise $2,000 to cover 
the remaining costs of the 
memorial. 

To purchase a plaque for 
a veteran, or to make a do-
nation, visit deadwoodcem.
org, email the cemetery at 
deadwoodcem@gmail.com 
or call 541-999-2209.

For the plaques to honor 
veterans, up to three lines 
of text are allowed, as well 
as the service branch insig-
nia if desired.
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They are open in a variety of ways… delivery, 
pick-up, curbside, drive-thru, in-store shopping 
with social distancing, appointments, and more.

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU. 

To be included in this list for $49 a month, Call 541-997-3441.
Abby’s Legendary Pizza, 1374 Highway 101 • 541-997-2229 ............................................................................................................................Open daily  11 am – 9 pm.

Off ering delivery and curb-side takeout.  ................................................................................................................ Online ordering is easy at https://abbys.com/order.
Florence Janitorial Services , 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. .......................................................................................................................................................................541-997-2385
Jerry’s Place Bar and Grill, 88274 Rhododendron Drive • 541-997-3815 ......................................................................................................................Open 11 am daily

Closing 8 pm Sunday to Th ursday; Closing 9 pm Friday and Saturday; Off ering delivery Th ursday to Saturday evenings. $5.00 
Call ahead and we will have it ready. Most orders are taking approximately 15 minutes. Growlers and 6 packs are also available.

Neil’s Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning, 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. ........................................................................................................................................................541-997-3825
Novelli’s Crab & Seafood, Boat Slip A13, Bay Street and Nopal Street • 541-639-7689 ..........................................................................Open every day 11 am – 5 pm.

Curbside Service or Delivery
Rosa’s Mexican Restaurant, 2825 Hwy 101 • 541-997-1144 .................................................................Open Monday-Saturday 10:30am-9:00pm for take out orders.

Call us for available menu items and place your order, we will deliver to your car.
Siuslaw Glass & Mirror,  1780 Kingwood • 541-997-8526 .......................................................................................................Open Monday – Friday , 8:30am-4:30pm. 
TR Hunter Real Estate 1749 Hwy 101 • 541-997-1200 .........................................................................................Hours: 8:30am to 5:30pm Monday through Saturday.

We’re taking extra precautions to insure the safety of our clients and walk-ins. And if you choose, we have online resources in place that will allow you to 
conduct your real estate transaction from the safety of your home.

West Coast Real Estate Services, 1870 Highway 126 • 541-997-7653, www.jimhoberg.com ................................................................Open 8:30 am – 5:30 pm daily.
During these uncertain times, we are accessible by phone, website, email and by appointment. 
We are conducting business as safely as possible for our clients as well as our staff .

  Take Out Only

1285 Bay Street, Old Town Florence  

(541) 902-8338

www.1285Restobar.com
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DAILY SERVING:
Pizza

Calzones 

Clam Chowder
 

FAMILY STYLE SPECIALTIES:

Wednesday-  Prime Rib

Thursday- Lasagna

Friday- Spaghetti & 

Meatballs
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AUTO DETAIL 

would like to thank 

everyone that 

voted for us in our 

category.

 We appreciate 

being chosen 

BEST AUTO 
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“It’s ironic that exactly a 
year ago today we were cel-
ebrating Gov. Kate Brown’s 
ceremonial signing of the 
Student Success Act and 
its historic investment in 
our students,” said Oregon 
School Boards Associa-
tion Executive Director Jim 
Green in a statement. “Now 
we are looking at budget 
cuts.”

But as districts will be fac-
ing budget cuts, they could 
also be facing sweeping so-
cial distancing guidelines 
from the state when the 
2020/21 school year begins, 
which could require a de-
gree of distance learning no 
matter what is decided.

Ultimately, as Siuslaw El-
ementary Principal Mike 
Harklerode pointed out, the 
problems of getting students 
internet access is an issue 
that predates COVID.

“We have families that 
struggle and need us, and 
we have our families of 
means who expect, and 
frankly deserve, a first-class 
education from their kids,” 
he said. “They all come to 
the same school. Schools 
have always been an equal-
izer for us in our society. A 
free public education is one 
of the pillars of American 
democracy.”

But schools now face an 
uncertain future.

“We have to evolve, we 
have to adjust, we have to 
maintain relevance in an age 
where parents have more 
and more options,” Har-
klerode said. “None of that 
is specific to COVID-19. 
COVID has put a spotlight 
on some of those inequal-
ities, and they matter that 
much more when we’re dis-
cussing connectivity as a 
major issue.”

Distance learning, no 

matter what form the school 
comes back to in the future, 
will be a part of the district 
come the fall.

“We will have elements 
of online learning with us, 
even in elementary school. 
While we’re struggling 
through this, we’re getting 
better,” Harklerode said. 
“Our students are getting 
better at learning this mod-
el, and we’re in a period of 
rapid growth, in terms of 
online options.”

Internet access has been 
a barrier for many families 
in the district to varying de-
grees, but Harklerode said 
it wasn’t the only barrier, as 
getting students the equip-
ment needed for online edu-
cation is also a struggle. The 
district has been successful 
in getting Chromebooks out 
to students during the shut-
down.

“There will come a time 
when high-speed internet 
access will become a public 
responsibility to provide,” 
Harklerode said. “It might 
not be through the schools, 
but it very well might be. 
Computer access will also 
be a problem. Is it ours to 
fix? I’m not sure.”

There are multiple in-
stances in history where 
schools worked to fix socie-
tal issues, from transport to 
schools to teaching English 
to nonnative speakers.

“I could make the case 
that providing internet ac-
cess, because we would be 
providing education, is our 
(problem) to fix as well,” he 
added. 

But the principal ques-
tioned whether or not this 
was the time to work on the 
larger societal issues.

He suggested a thought-
ful, rolled out approach to 
deliver service to those who 
don’t have it, to improve it 
for those who do have it, is 

a good approach.
“More of an evolution 

and not a revolution,” Har-
klerode said. “I’m not sure 
the current plan is going to 
help enough students next 
year to be a solution during 
the COVID-19 crisis. I en-
courage the board to think 
about this beyond the cir-
cumstances of COVID. … 
I know the professionals in 
this district would like us 
to be taking the lead, but I 
don’t know if providing in-
ternet for all would be fea-
sible next year considering 
the budgetary restrictions 
and reductions that we’re 
facing.”

Lane County Commu-
nity and Economic Devel-
opment Manager Austin 
Ramirez, who attended the 
meeting to give his view-
point, stated that this is an 
equity issue. 

“Who’s going to fix the 
problem, and whose prob-
lem is it?” Ramirez asked. 
“I don’t know if you waited 
to try and find someone 
else to fix this, I don’t know 
if that will actually happen, 
to be honest. There are not 
a lot of communities that 
have an ISP in their com-
munity.”

When done right, 
Ramirez stated that a fiber 
infrastructure could last 
upwards of 50 years.

“Any investment you 
make in fiber will be a long-
term investment for cur-
rent students, and future 
generations. Think about 
not just the typical class-
room setting, but the future 
of education,” he said.

But like the district, 
funding is not fluid.

“Lane County has sup-
ported fiber projects in 
other parts of the county. 
Our budget has been se-
verely impacted, so I am 
unable to make any finan-

cial commitments at this 
point,” he said. 

Instead, Ramirez was 
able to provide a list of state 
and federal resources that 
could help the district fund 
internet, and offered the 
help of staff in researching 
and filling out forms.

Siuslaw Superintendent 
Andrew Grzeskowiak, re-
porting from information 
gathered at a recent state-
wide meeting with other 
superintendents, stated 
that there will most likely 
be a need in September for 
distance learning. 

Under this, it is possible 
that the state could require 
a minimum need of 35 
square feet per person in 
any given classroom. That 
would mean that classes 
could only handle 15-18 
people per class, consider-
ably smaller than what was 
allowed pre-COVID.

“We’ve talked about do-
ing two consecutive days 
for one group, two con-
secutive for another, and 
having an online day,” Grz-
eskowiak said, pointing out 
that the plan is only theo-
retical — and that things 
can change rapidly over the 
summer. 

“You would see all the 
ninth and 10th graders on 
campus on Monday and 
Tuesday, for example, with 
all teachers teaching all 
those kids throughout the 
room. Wednesday is deep 
cleaning, but also an on-
line day,” he said. “Then 
on Thursday and Friday, 
you have the 11th and 12th 
graders on campus to do 
the instruction that is hard-
er to do online, and then 
the ninth and 10th graders 
are doing online supple-
mental learning.”

While the need will be 
there, the funding to en-
sure internet access for all 

students most likely won’t 
be by the time school starts. 
So instead, the district will 
have to look at piecemeal 
approaches. One would 
be installing WIFI spots 
throughout the district, 
either by mobile bus or in 
grange or fire stations.

“Springfield is deploy-
ing buses out to as many 
open areas as possible,” said 
Siuslaw School District Fi-
nancial Officer Kari Blake. 
“They are regularly getting 
1,000 feet of distance, but 
it changes with weather, it 
changes with sites. Some-
one pulls up into an emp-
ty parking lot, [and the 
students] would log into 
the WIFI. Our geography 
is a little challenging here, 
in terms of getting WIFI 
out, but I would love to see 
buses in neighborhoods 
where we could park a bus 
and allow students to stay 
in their homes. I do know 
Springfield has been very 
happy, and found it to be 
successful.”

However, busing internet 
will take up resources for 
the district, as it would have 
to pay drivers to sit at spe-
cific locations for two-hour 
periods to ensure work can 
be completed.

“As remote as some of 
those areas are, it’s going to 
come down to how much 
time we can allot to each 
location, and if we can get 
kids there,” Grzeskowiak 
said. “And there’s spots out 
in rural areas with range 
halls and fire stations where 
we can tell parents we’ll be 
there at that location for 
specific times. Hotspots 
could serve a common 
area. Most of the apartment 
complexes have a common 
building, but even then, if it 
was close to a fiber line, you 
could put a wireless router 
in the building, and kids 

could go there as needed.”
Board member Suzanne 

Mann-Heintz suggested 
raising subsidies for chil-
dren to get WIFI in their 
homes.

“Think about our gener-
ous community, and those 
that are willing to sup-
port our community with 
school supplies and help-
ing with lunch programs,” 
she said. “Our internet is 
$45 a month. What would 
be wrong with going out to 
pay for families to get in-
ternet access and a modem, 
until we can come up with a 
more solid plan?”

Ultimately, the district 
will be looking at multiple 
solutions to provide the in-
ternet.

“There’s no one size fits 
all. It’s going to be a mosa-
ic,” Grzeskowiak said.

“I like the term mosaic,” 
Mann-Heintz said. “A var-
ied approach to things, and 
that’s the way we should go. 
I definitely think the ad-
ministration will continue 
to research and come up 
with options and solutions. 
There’s a whole lot of things 
we’ll have to be doing. Re-
working the curriculum, it’s 
huge.”

She stated that down the 
road, it would be great for 
the entire community to 
have access to fiber optics.

“But right now, we need 
to come up with economic 
plans that are feasible and 
that can be scaled down 
to address those who have 
access. As Andy said, a lot 
of our students do. It feels 
like a Band-Aid, but that’s 
where we’re at right now. 
It’s doing those bandages 
until we can come up with 
a better plan.”

For more information 

about Siuslaw School Dis-

trict, visit siuslaw.k12.or.us.
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