
hired as its fi rst coach.
With no assistant and 

only two transfer players 
with football experience, 
I knew it would be chal-
lenging.

My fi rst instructions 
were how to put on the 
football gear.  Once on 
the fi eld, I was in charge 
of coaching them on 

individual skills and 
fundamentals as well as 
off ense, defense and spe-
cial teams.

I also had to measure 
and line the rodeo are-
na where we played our 
games. (on dirt). 

Losing this season 
would be disappointing 
to the town of Spray; to 
the seniors wanting to 
play high school foot-
ball for their fi rst — and 
probably only — time 
and also as my fi rst sea-
son as a football coach. 

Together, we were able 
to be victorious six times 
in eight games that sea-
son.

In 1980-81, I coached 
the Siuslaw High School 
JV girls’ basketball team. 
Jay Scanlon, the varsi-
ty coach, allowed me 
to keep several talented 
players on my team be-
cause we wanted those 
girls to experience suc-
cess on the court. Th is 
team won 19 games and 
lost but once in a home-
cooked game against the 
Elmira Falcons. 

Two weeks earlier, we 
easily defeated the Fal-
cons on our home court 
by 20 points. When the 
buzzer sounded to end 
our game in Elmira, 
there were four start-
ing Vi-kings sitting on 
the bench aft er having 
fouled out. Even before 
looking at the scorebook 
I knew we were called 
for over 30 fouls. By 
comparison, the Falcons 

were called for less than 
10.

Th is season laid the 
foundation for the Siu-
slaw Vikings’ future. 
Led by now SHS Hall-
of-Famer Stephanie Os-
born, the Viking girls 
went on to take a state 
title in 1987. Th e loss 
of this season may have 
delayed the success of 
the Siuslaw High School 
girls’ basketball pro-
gram.

My 1986 SHS varsi-
ty baseball team won 
11-straight games in 
the middle of the sea-
son, with wins over 
Brookings and Reed-
sport during that stretch 
awakening Viking base-
ball support. Aft er our 
11th win, I was instruct-
ed to have the players 
wash their uniforms. 
Not knowing we would 
have such success, I told 
the players, aft er beating 
Reedsport 1-0, not to 
wash the winners’ dirt 
off  their uniforms. 

Now that we were re-
versing that idea, I did 
add they did not have to 
wash their dirty (win-
ning) socks. Poor play 
—not clean uniforms 
— resulted in our los-
ing the next game. Th en, 
in a must-win game, 
we missed the playoff s 
when a passed ball in 
the last inning brought 
the winning run home 
for our opponents.

Two of the six seniors 
on that 1986 team would 

go on to set Siuslaw 
baseball rec-ords that 
may never be broken: 
Shortstop Piper Harris 
scored in every game 
that season and stole 
57 bases; pitcher Dean 
Anderson would pitch 
12 innings in a dou-ble-
header against Brook-
ings without allowing a 
single earned run.

When the 1990 foot-
ball season began, my 
Siuslaw JV football team 
had won 27 leagues ti-
tles in a row — and 
I knew league teams 
would be primed to end 
our streak. During that 
time, Coach Len Lutero 
discovered that talent-
ed sophomores on my 
team were game-ready 
because each had played 
considerable time as 
freshman. As a result, 
he began to move more 
players up to the varsity 
level dur-ing this season.

We were able to re-
main undefeated going 
into the fi nal game of the 
season at Gold Beach. 
However, due to play-
ers moving up to varsity 
(which is the goal of any 
JV program), I was with-
out six players who start-
ed games for me during 
the sea-son. In the Gold 
Beach game, we found 
ourselves behind, with 
four minutes to play and 
on our own 45-yard line. 
We used the bread-and-
butter plays that have 
been the foundation of 
Viking football for three 
decades. 

We ran the ball. It was 
veer right and veer left  
until we scored with 
under a minute to play. 

Th at victory conclud-
ed four years of unde-
feated league seasons. 
It was the most diffi  cult 
of all the undefeated JV 
teams I ever coached.  

Next week, I will fo-
cus on the parents in 
the fi nal installment of 
this three-part “what 
if ” series. What is it 
like for parents to miss 
watching their athletes 
com-pete, particularly 
their senior year?

I will focus on one se-
nior season for each of 
my athletes. 
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(541) 997-3475  • 2150 Hwy. 101, Florence

www.johnstonmotorcompany.com

Our Sales & Service 

Departments 

are now open by appointment.

Thank you for your understanding as we 

slowly start to provide services.

 We will keep you updated as 

we progress through opening

 the rest of the departments. 

For the safety of our community

 we are following

measures to prevent the spread of

  Covid-19.

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Aileen.

Aileen Sapp

Broker

541 999-5396

5475 Woahink Dr – Beautiful-

ly wooded, south lakes area 

property. Come fi nd the per-

fect spot to build on this rare 

corner lot! $71,000. #3059-

20014608

83178 S Pioneer Rd – This noteworthy proper-
ty has the space to truly make it yours. Located 
on 1.48 ac, just a short walk from Siltcoos Lake. 
A generous 2992 sqft home with main fl oor liv-
ing, guest quarters with a kitchenette, fi nished 
4-car garage plus a detached shop with carport. 
$539,000. #3088-20446074

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Hailey Miles

Broker

541 999-9555

New Listing

Hoberg’s
Complete Auto Repair

www.hobergsautorepair.com

345 Hwy. 101 • P.O. Box 357

Florence, OR 97439-0012

541-997-2413

Kevin McMullen
3rd Generation Owner

hobergsautorepair@gmail.com

Serving Your Auto Needs Since 1945

Celebrating
70+ Years!

FREE Taxi Ride via: River Cities Taxies
Florence City Limits Only

From our shop to your home or work

New 

Service

 Offered

Siuslaw News
thesiuslawnews.com

S

We feel the Siuslaw News is as much a part of the fabric of our 

community as the Siuslaw River. You’re part of our family and like all 

family members, we don’t have to agree all the time to love and be 

there for each other. We want to thank everyone who has stepped up 

to help support us and your feedback! It’s been sensational to hear 

from you! – Jenna Bartlett, Publisher and Ned Hickson, Editor

Some of the feedback we have received:

“I am happy to offer what I can, and proud to have such a great local 

newspaper. Thank you for keeping all of us informed!” – Anonymous

“Hang in there! Florence cannot do without you!” Karen G.

“Your service is vital to our community, and we appreciate what you 

do.” Brad and Dustin

“You are the best!” Linda Y.

“Thank you, Siuslaw News staff!” Bon and Cindy O.

YOU’RE PART OF OUR FAMILY!

HELP US FUND 

LOCAL COVID-19

REPORTING IN 

OUR COMMUNITY.

DONATE

NOW

FACEBOOK.COM/SIUSLAWNEWS

HIT THAT

LIKE
BUTTON!

Mapleton High School 
and art teacher Jessi 
Nelson, Siuslaw High 
School and art teacher 

Kim Pickell, Frames of 
Florence, Kiwanis Club 
of Florence, BeauxArts 
Fine Art Materials & 
Gallery, The Committee 
on Random Acts of 
Kindness and other 

sponsors for making this 
event possible.

“Be sure join in on the 
fun as we congratulate 
and support our youth 
on their talents and pos-
itive impact on our com-

munity,” Beaudreau said.
For more informa-

tion, or to view the gal-
lery, go to “Virtual Tour 
Fresh Impressions 
Reception 2020” on 
Facebook.

Little from 1B

Fresh from 1B

Siuslaw student Hailey Copeland’s acrylic painting “Life Reach.” 


