
Dunes City from page 1A

ones that are here to be able to 
thrive and do better than they’re 
doing. It’s encouraging, it’s not 
opening up.”

However, there are some 
businesses the council would 
like to see reopen, particularly 
in the Westlake area which, at 
one time, had a bait shop, gro-
cery store and a restaurant.

“My thought with this was, 
bring that back,” said Dunes 
City Mayor Bob Forsythe. 
“What can we do to bring that 
kind of thing to our communi-
ty? …  That’s the kind of thing 
I would like to see the commu-
nity do. Get back to that fishing 
village concept.”

The council will not take any 
action on the strategic plan un-
til it is formalized as a resolu-
tion for the council.

At that point, the council 
turned to a resolution making 
Dunes City a “Second Amend-
ment Preservation City.” 

For months, Forsythe had 
been talking about presenting 
such a resolution to the council. 
Two weeks before the meeting, 
he gave the Dunes City Council 
copies of the resolution, allow-
ing them time to speak to their 
constituents. By state law, reso-
lutions only require a first read-
ing before a vote is taken.

The resolution began, 
“Whereas the second amend-
ment of the United States was 
ratified Dec. 17, 1791, shortly 
after the colonists defeated the 

British Army and ended the 
rule of King George the Third.”

It went on to quote the 
amendment in full, and then 
stated that Dunes City consid-
ers the confiscation of legally 
owned and possessed firearms 
of any citizen to be unconstitu-
tional.

“And whereas the duly elect-
ed officials of Dunes City will 
not assist in any fashion any 
local, state or federal agency in 
the unconstitutional confisca-
tion of firearms from any res-
ident of Dunes City Oregon,” 
the resolution continued, which 
then included city staff in the 
refusal.

“And whereas the people 
of Dunes City, Ore., hereby 
oppose the enactment of any 
legislation that would infringe 
upon the rights of the people to 
keep and bear arms, and would 
consider such laws to be uncon-
stitutional, and beyond lawful 
legislation authority.”

The resolution ultimately 
declared the city to be a Second 
Amendment Preservation City 
in the state of Oregon.

After reading the resolution, 
Forsythe opened the questions 
to councilors. 

“First of all, what is the ne-
cessity of this?” asked Council-
or Robert Orr.

“The need is primarily sym-
bolic at this point, but it gets us 
in line as a statement should we 
get into state legislation around 
the Second Amendment, as is 
happening in different states 

across the United States,” For-
sythe replied. “It puts us in 
a position that forwards our 
opinion of any of these legisla-
tions, should we get into legal 
conflict.”

At that point, Orr asked 
about the last “whereas.”

“I’m struggling with that one 
and recognizing that I come 
from a little different place than 
some of the rest of you,” he said. 
“I’m seeing, for example, legis-
lation that bans assault weapons 
or something of that sort. Is this 
saying we oppose any such leg-
islation?”

“Yes it does,” Forsythe re-
plied.

Orr stated that he could not 
support the resolution as writ-
ten.

“I have some very strong feel-
ings about this. I’m not opposed 
to the Second Amendment. I 
don’t mean to say that. But I do 
feel that we need further restric-
tions on some gun laws, and 
that probably puts me at odds 
with a lot of people in the com-
munity,” Orr continued. “But 
that is my very strong feeling.”

Forsythe reassured Orr that 
he understood his point, saying, 
“That’s what we’re here for. And 
I suspect we all have various 
feelings about it. That’s why we 
write something like this and 
see where we’re at.”

Councilor Sheldon Mey-
er asked what would occur if 
there was ever a national ban on 
certain types of guns. Forsythe 
stated that there was already a 
precedent set with laws against 
automatic machine guns, but 
that the term “assault weapon” 
is used too broadly.

“Most of their legislation 
doesn’t understand the differ-
ence between semi-automatic 
and automatic,” Forsythe said. 
“When people in the media re-
fer to an ‘assault weapon,’ they 
typically refer to something 
that looks mean, like an M-16. 

A military M-16 you can switch 
it to an automatic. You take an 
AR-15, and it’s a semi-auto-
matic weapon, though it looks 
similar to an automatic military 
weapon. I get concerned when 
people want to make laws but 
they are unfamiliar with the 
practices and all those items 
and what they are. I can’t imag-
ine the normal person, even out 
here where they hunt and fish 
and do all these sorts of things, 
really wanting to have a fully 
automatic weapon.”

Orr brought up his experi-
ences as a retired schoolteacher 
and current volunteer for Siu-
slaw School District’s ASPIRE 
program.

“Having spent my profes-
sional career, 40 years plus, in 
schools, and recognizing the 
increase in school shootings, 
hundreds now since Colum-
bine, that is something else that 
is very much on my mind. At all 
times,” he said.

Councilor Duke Wells felt 
that school shootings were a 
sign of a larger issue.

“For me, just saying when 
I was in high school, we had a 
gun club. We shot in the gym-
nasium. I’d go hunt ducks in 
the morning and bring my 
12-gauge shotgun and put it in 
my locker. Nobody shot any-
body. I think it’s more a men-
tal health problem than a gun 
problem,” he said.

“On both sides of the argu-
ment, I believe that there is a 
mental health issue,” Forsythe 
said. “But we also know the 
federal government hasn’t been 
taking any action on that, as 
well. So to your point, I fully 
understand your concern.”

Orr agreed there was a men-
tal health component, “but I 
also know the availability of 
weapons in the hands of some-
one who is mentally ill is a very 
bad combination and anything 
can happen.”

Wells said he supported the 
resolution 100 percent, and was 
proud to vote for it.

“I think it’s a great, great 
thing,” he said, pointing out that 
in California, a gun must be 
separated from its ammunition 
when traveling in a car. “That’s 
not a protective weapon any-
more. I don’t want to see it go 
that way. There are legislatures 
in Oregon right now that are 
attacking the Second Amend-
ment. It is ongoing right now. 
The legal weight of this proba-
bly isn’t that much, but it does 
send a message.”

Councilor Alan Montgomery 
recalled the fact that it was ille-
gal for those under 18 to own 
a handgun and remembered 
when he would go practice 
shooting when he was younger. 

Councilor Tom Mallen also 
“totally agreed” with the reso-
lution.

“I agree there are problems 
in school,” he said. “But it is a 
mental health thing. Personally, 
I would like to see every teach-
er armed. I believe that would 
reduce the problems in the 
schools.”

“That’s a huge can of worms 
if you go in that direction,” Orr 
said.

Montgomery defended Mal-
len, saying “the response times 
go down,” while Orr replied, 
“and the number of accidents 
increases significantly.”

Forsythe stated that he did 
not believe anyone should be 
forced to carry a firearm, espe-
cially teachers who felt uncom-
fortable. 

“And I’m not sure that ev-
ery urbanite should have one, 
either,” he added. “It’s a sticky 
place to be, especially in today’s 
society.” 

He then thanked Orr for giv-
ing his perspective, “Especially 
with you being so involved with 
the schools. We really need to 
take those into consideration.”

“Every day I go into school, 
I hope we get through the day 
without an incident,” Orr said.

“Stay forever vigilant,” For-
sythe replied.

A roll call vote had the reso-
lution passing, with Orr being 
the only dissenting vote.

Finally, the council adopt-
ed a resolution declaring a 
state of emergency in regard to 
COVID-19.

“FEMA requires cities to 
adopt an emergency declaration 
before they will approve reim-
bursement for funding,” Dunes 
City Administrator Jamie Mills 
said when introducing the res-
olution. 

The resolution would allow 
city councilors to hold online 
meetings, and it would help 
businesses — businesses are 
only allowed to obtain emer-
gency funding if their city is un-
der a state of emergency.

“Also, it shows support for 
the Western Lane Emergency 
Operations Group (WLEOG),” 
Mills said. “We support what 
they’re doing.”

After some clarification on 
the city’s ability to enter into 
private contracts regarding 
COVID-19 emergencies, Wells 
stated that the virus “is not real-
ly a problem here right now, but 
we’re getting in front of it.”

“In 10 weeks it could be,” For-
sythe said. “Cities may have the 
ability to request financial aid 
for any losses due to the gov-
ernor’s decision to shut down 
restaurants. We need a state of 
emergency for them to be able 
to do that. So I don’t have a 
problem with this as it relates 
to the issues of COVID-19. I 
have a problem with it if we’re 
using the state of emergency of 
COVID-19 to affect a general 
state of emergency.”

Once it was clarified that the 
state of emergency only affected 
issues related to COVID-19, the 
resolution passed unanimously.
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PRIMARY from page 1A

The Republican Presidential Prima-
ry awards 28 delegates and is uncon-
tested.

In Lane County, incumbent Clif-
ton G. Harrold is running unopposed 
for Lane County Sheriff and the only 
measure which voters must consid-
er in May is Measure 20-306. This 
measure is a Lane Community Col-
lege Bond request for $121 million, to 
construct and improve facilities and 
address safety and technology needs.

Candidates for the May 19th Prima-
ry Election:

U.S. President

Republican Primary

Donald Trump (R) – Incumbent

Democratic Primary

Joe Biden (D)
Bernie Sanders (I)

U.S. Senate 

Democratic Primary

Jeff Merkley (D) – incumbent, no 
opposition

Republican Primary

Paul Romero (R)
Robert Schwartz (R) 

John Verbeek (R)

U.S. House of Representatives

4th District

Peter Defazio (D) – incumbent
Nelson Ijih (R) 

Doyle Canning (R) 
Alek Skarlatos (R)

Oregon Secretary of State

Shemia Fagen (D)
Jamie McLeod-Skinner (D)

Kim Thatcher (R)
Mark Haas (D)

Dave Stauffer (R)

Attorney General

Ellen Rosenblum – incumbent
Michael Cross (R)

Oregon Treasurer

Tobias Read (D) – incumbent
Jeff Gudman (R)

Oregon Supreme Court

Position 1

Thomas Balmer – incumbent
Van Pounds 

Position 4

Chris Garrett – incumbent, no oppo-
sition

Position 7

Martha L. Walters – incumbent, no 
opposition

Oregon Court of Appeals

Position 1

Josephine H. Mooney – incumbent, 
no opposition

Position 9

Jacqueline Kamins – no opposition
Position 11

Joel S. DeVore – incumbent
Kyle Krohn

Position 12

Erin C. Lagesen – incumbent, no 
opposition

Position 13

Douglas L. Tookey – incumbent, no 
opposition

Oregon House of Representatives 

District 9 

Mark Day (D)
Cal Mukumoto (D)
Boomer Wright (R)

To register to vote in Oregon, one 
must be a resident of Oregon, a United 
States citizen, and at least 16 years old. 
Voters must be at least 18 years old by 
the day of the election in order to re-
ceive a ballot. Prospective voters can
register online or in person at a coun-
ty elections office, or by mailing in a 
voter registration form. 

The deadline to register is 21 days 
before an election, or Apr. 28.


