
Plans for celebrating long-
time and well-known Florence 
resident Blair Sneddon’s 85th 
birthday were put on hold last 
month due to Covid-19 social 
distancing requirements. But 
that didn’t stop the Sneddon 
family from coming up with 
an alternative.

Tom, the eldest son, sug-
gested something that he had 
seen in other communities; 
organize as many friends and 
family members as possible to 
drive by their dad’s home on 
40th Street this Saturday after-

noon (April 11) to wave and 
offer birthday greetings. 

A quick text to his three 
brothers and Blair’s wife, 
Joyce, set the plan in motion.

So, this Saturday, from 1 to 
2 p.m., people are invited to 
drive by Sneddon’s home at 
2055 40th Street. 

His wife, Joyce Sneddon, 
said she would like to make it 
a surprise but added that she’s 
not sure how she can make 
that happen.

“He’s bound to figure out 
something when I tell him that 
we have to move the cars out 
of the driveway,” she said. “If 
that doesn’t tip him off, plac-
ing a lawn chair in the drive-
way and telling him to sit in it 
just might.” 

Friends from around the 
area have been notified, in-
cluding members of Reed-

sport Christian Church where 
Blair and his late wife, Gerel-
ean, attended for more than 30 
years.  

Members of the Sneddon 
extended family have been in-
vited and the plan has been set 
in motion.

“We’re reaching out to Siu-
slaw Valley Fire and Rescue, 
asking if they might put it on 
their reader board at the main 
station,” said son Tom.  “Dad 
first joined the Florence Fire 
Department in 1957. He rose 
through the ranks of the vol-
unteer organization, being 
promoted to captain by the 
mid ’70s.” 

Blair would have served 
several more years but had to 
resign in 1984 when he moved 
to Reedsport because of his 
job with Central Lincoln PUD.

Blair was born April 11, 

1935, in Mt. Pleasant, Utah, 
but spent most of his youth in 
Baker County.  He graduated 
from Halfway High School in 
1953, married immediately 
and began a family that even-
tually came to include four 
sons. 

The family moved to Flor-
ence in 1955, when a job op-
portunity arose, then in 1969 
he established his own appli-
ance repair business. 

Blair went to work for Cen-
tral Lincoln PUD in the early 
’80s and retired from the util-
ity in 2000. Over the years, he 
was actively involved in many 
local causes and communi-
ty activities in Florence and 
Reedsport.  

“We welcome everyone who 
may have met Dad through 
any of those connections to 
drive by,” said Tom.
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Call the Siuslaw News to Join Our Senior Directory

541-997-3441

It’s easy to relax, knowing these community businesses are here 

to help with all of your service needs.

Shorewood
Senior Living

1451 Spruce St.

541-997-8202

375 9th St, Florence, OR 97439 • (541) 997-6111
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Health is our #1 Priority!
At Shervin’s we are taking extra precaution in order to ensure that our customers and staff  are kept safe 
and healthy during this quickly changing situation.  

 1 Car Sanitation – All cars are wiped down with a sanitizer before and aft er the service. We wipe down 
any areas in the interior where employees have touched, such as door handles, the steering wheel, keys, 
shift ers and power window panels. 

2 Hand Sanitation- Our staff  will continue to wash their hands throughout the day and change gloves 
aft er each car they service.

3 Give Customers Options- We will pick up and deliver your vehicle to your home.  You may also drop 

your key in our secure mailbox for drop-off s to avoid or minimize contact.

4 Employee Illness is Serious-  We are encouraging employees 
not to shake hands. We are practicing “personal distancing” and 
encouraging employees to stay home if they feel under the weather.

5 Wipe Down High Touch Points- We wipe/spray counters, credit 
card machines, door handles, phone handles, kitchen areas, and 
chair arms and tables in waiting area multiple times a day.
We continue to be focused and committed to working with each 
of you to ensure we continue to meet and exceed your expecta-
tions. We are here for you. 
We thank you for your business and more importantly, your 
friendship. Please be safe and exercise extra precaution during this 
challenging time.  

Community News

Community invited to Sneddon 85th birthday ‘drive by’

Poetry in (loco)motion

Along Highway 101, just visible on the guardrail, a trav-

eler transcribed the words of Gary Snyder’s “Mother 

Earth: Her Whales” — “The whales turn and glisten, plunge 

and sound and rise again / Hanging over subtly darkening 

deeps / Flowing like breathing planets in the sparkling 

whorls of living light.” While people continue to be asked 

to stay indoors, or wear proper personal protective equip-

ment such as face masks when they do leave home, poetry 

is still making its mark on the world.
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D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Open 4 days a week!

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD

  Take Out Only

1285 Bay Street

Old Town Florence  

(541) 902-8338

Back Open For Business!

Starting Monday the 13th

11am-7pm

www.1285Restobar.com
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DAILY SERVING:
Pizza

Calzones 

Clam Chowder
 

FAMILY STYLE SPECIALTIES:

Wednesday-  Prime Rib

 

Thursday- Lasagna

 

Friday- Spaghetti & Meatballs

Happy Birthday 
Mom!

(Dixie Condley)

Love,
Robin, Kelly and Darrin

LITERARY PODCASTS

Do you listen to podcasts? There are recorded 
discussions, much like a radio program, cover-
ing a wide variety of topics from current news 
and politics, science, sports, hobbies and, of 
course, books! 

If you have a smart phone, tablet, or PC, you 
should be able to listen to podcasts. While most 
can be accessed directly through the particular 
podcast’s website, its easiest to use a podcast app 
such as Spotify, which will list all the podcasts 
you are following in a podcast library — with 
the most recent podcasts always appearing at 
the top of the list.

If you would like reading suggestions, you 
can’t do better than the “Get Booked” podcast 

sponsored by Book 
Riot. This weekly 
podcast discusses 
specific books and 
genres, personalized 
book recommenda-
tions requested by listeners and more. Books
may be new, older or classics. Recently, some
of the books and topics discussed include “The
Fifth Sun” by Camilla Townsend and “A Beau-
tiful Work in Progress” by Mirna Valerio, his-
torical reads, female friendship, rom-coms and
much more. 

If you’re using an app such as Spotify, just go
to search and enter “Get Booked” and you will
find wonderful book discussions.

Library
Tidings

News about the Siu-
slaw Public 

Library 
By Kevin Mittge


