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“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

Dear Florence Community, 
I wanted to take a moment to 

connect with our community 
and provide some information 
on the current situation we all 
find ourselves in. I know the past 
few weeks, especially the past few 
days, have been filled with uncer-
tainty, fear, and heartache.

Many of us have never experi-
enced something like this in our 
lifetimes. Working together I 
think we can come through this 
stronger as a community, but we 
know it will be difficult before it 
gets better. 

Our fight against the corona-
virus or COVID-19 has entered 
a stark new phase. The Federal 
Government and our State have 
taken extraordinary actions over 
the past few days to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, under the 
guidance of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control. This includes limit-
ing public and private gatherings, 
restricting restaurants to take-out 
and delivery services, and ex-
tending school closures. 

During a public health emer-
gency, Lane County Public 
Health in conjunction with the 
Oregon Health Authority are the 
lead agencies in our area. There-
fore, the City is looking to those 
lead agencies for guidance and 
information on response. 

We recommend that our com-
munity members follow the in-
formation provided by these two 
organizations, along with the 
Centers for Disease Control, for 
the most up to date and accurate 
information. 

In their open letter to Orego-
nians on Tuesday, the Oregon 
Health Authority acknowledged 
the following: 

“Social distancing measures 
are urgent and necessary to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. These 
sweeping actions will create 
profound disruption and hard-
ship in all our daily lives. The 

impact of these decisions will 
ripple through homes, schools, 
communities across Oregon — 
and through our state economy. 
These restrictions will demand 
unprecedented sacrifice from all 
of us. But they are urgent, nec-
essary, and justified in the face 
of the COVID-19 threat. Every 
one of us must help. We all have 
the power to stop COVID-19 and 
save the lives of people we care 
about.”

In Florence, our local agencies 
and regional partners are taking 
steps to prepare for and slow the 
spread of COVID-19. The City 
of Florence is committed to the 
safety and well-being of our com-
munity and staff and will contin-
ue to provide essential services to 
the Florence community.

The City has taken measures to 
implement social distancing and 
provide relief in the form of sus-
pending utility shutoffs, among 
other items. We urge our com-
munity members to adhere to the 
social distancing measures being 
implemented by the State of Or-
egon and the Centers for Disease 
Control. 

While these measures mean 
we may need to postpone our 
important events, such as wed-
dings, celebrations of life and 
other events or gatherings, it is 

our shared responsibility to pro-
tect each other and our most 
vulnerable populations. I un-
derstand that making these hard 
decisions is difficult and often 
disappointing. If we do our part 
to slow the spread of COVID-19, 
those events will be all the more 
meaningful. 

The virus does not dis-
criminate. We cannot combat 
COVID-19 if we turn on each 
other or stigmatize people who 
test positive and become ill. That 
only puts sick people and the 
broader community at-risk be-
cause it discourages people from 
getting tested, getting care, and 
staying home.

We are all afraid of the un-
known and how this virus will 
end up impacting our lives. It is 
our job to remain kind and sup-
portive during these uncertain 
times. 

Please educate yourself through 
trusted and official resources to 
reduce the spread of misinforma-
tion. Much of what is shared on 
social media does not have a reli-
able or trackable source. We urge 
our community to be diligent in 
ensuring the information they 
consume and share is from offi-
cial sources. 

The City of Florence has out-
lined the measures we are taking 
and provided links to Lane Coun-
ty Public Health and the Oregon 
Health Authority at www.ci.flor-
ence.or.us/covid19. 

So, in closing, I urge you to stay 
safe and healthy, stay informed, 
and continue to be the caring 
and compassionate  community I 
know we are. 

And, may God bless the City of 
Florence.

Updated March 20 for Spring Break and Beyond

The Siuslaw School District will continue to pro-
vide breakfast and lunch to students and families 
during the mandatory school closure. The follow-
ing is a list of serving sites and times available, as 
well as bus delivery sites and approximate serving 
times.  

Anyone who is not able to make it to a site and 
needs food and/or resources, call the district of-
fice at 541-997-2651. The school district wants to 
ensure that every student has access to meals and 
educational materials.

Serving Sites (Drop-by in person): 
Spring Break: Delivery will be Monday, March 

23, Wednesday, March 25 and Friday, March 27.
Beginning Monday, March 30, food deliveries 

will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday until fur-
ther notice.

Siuslaw Elementary School Breezeway
• Breakfast 8:00-8:30
• Lunch 11:30-12:00
Miller Park
• Lunch 12:00-12:20
Public Library
• Lunch 12:30-12:50
Siuslaw High School
• Lunch 1 to 1:20 p.m.

Serving Locations (via bus stop delivery):
In-Town:
Boardwalk Parking Lot (1st and Bay Street) 
• 11:45-12:15
Cross Road Church (1380 10th St)  
• 11:45-12:15
Siuslaw 97J Transportation Lot (2420 Kingwood)
• 11:45-12:15
35th Street tennis court parking lot (35th St. and 

N. Siano Loop)
• 11:45-12:15
Parking Lot at the corner of Bay Street and Juni-

per Street
• 12:20-12:50
City Lights Movie Theatre Lot (1930 Hwy 101)
15th St Community Garden (at Maple)  

• 12:30-1:00
Police Station Parking Lot (900 Greenwood)
• 12:45 - 1:15 p.m.
Florence Christian Church lot (2nd & Ivy) 

 
• 12:55-1:25
FEC Overflow Lot (across from 715 Quince)
• 1:15-1:45
First Baptist Church (25th & Spruce)
• 1:30-2:00
 
NORTH:   
Sutton Lake Fire Station (89973 Sutton Lake Rd)
• 11:45 - 12:15 p.m.
Baker Beach Campground State Park (Hwy 101 /

Baker Beach Rd)
• 11:45-12:15
Darlingtonia State Park (5400 Mercer Lake Rd)
• 12:30-1:00

SOUTH:   
Dunes City Boat Launch (End of Pacific — West-

lake)
• Noon - 12:30 p.m.
St Marys Catholic Church (85060 Hwy 101)
• 12:00-12:30
Clear Lake Fire Station (83345 Clear Lake Rd) 
• 12:45-1:15

Canary Rd:
Woahink Lake Parking Lot (On Canary Rd)
• 12:00-12:30
Canary Road Fire Station 5 (MP 4.8 on Canary 

Rd.)
• 12:45-1:15

EAST:   
Tiernan Boat Ramp (Tiernan@126)
• 11:45-12:15
C & D Dock on Hwy 126 (9634 Hwy 126) 
• 12:30-1:00
North Fork:
Fire Station MP 11 (9181 North Fork)  
• 12:00-12:30
Bender Landing MP 2 (6100 North Fork) 
• 12:45-1:15

Letter to the Community from the Mayor

School District emergency meal service plan update

From Florence Mayor 

Joe Henry

Siuslaw News

Editor’s Note:
Due to the frequency of information being 

received from local governent agencies and its 
importance to the community, we will be 
including that information in place of our 

normal Opinion page as needed to assure it 
reaches as many community members as 

possible, both in print and online.


