
VETERANS from page 1A

Wallace Morey, with Flor-
ence Disabled Veterans Ser-
vices, said he is glad for the 
increased time that the VSO 
will spend here.

“This is a something we 
really needed. The VSOs are 
important in making sure 
the vets in this area get the 
attention they deserve. And 
having them here on Thurs-
day will really help a lot of our 
local vets,” Morey said. 

The veteran population 
in Florence remains high; 
however, as individuals of 
the Vietnam conflict age, 
they require more services to 

maintain their health and in-
dependent lifestyles. 

This is also one of the rea-
sons the additional day was 
scheduled for a VSO to come 
to Florence, an acknowledge-
ment by Lane County that 
this area has an increasing 
need for this important ser-
vice.

In addition, there are often 
obstacles presented to veter-
ans that are more easily dealt 
with by someone familiar 
with the Veteran’s Adminis-
tration rules and regulations 
in place at the county, state 
and federal levels. 

More than 30,000 veterans 
call Lane County home. Lane 

County Veterans Services is 
charged with meeting with 
those who need assistance 
and either providing direct 
help or pointing them in a 
direction where they can re-
ceive help.

Another local organiza-
tion, the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV), also has a 
VSO available at their loca-
tion at 1715 21st St. on the 
last Friday of every month. 

The Florence DAV Chapter 
has also taken on the respon-
sibility of transporting veter-
ans who need medical care to 
hospitals in other areas which 
offer medical options un-
available in Florence. Once a 

week buses, leave Florence to 
go to Portland or to Eugene 
carrying veterans who need 
medical attention. 

VSOs also answer ques-
tions and advise veterans 
and their families on what 
benefits are available from 
federal, state county and local 
resource. The VSO can assist 
veterans in filing the neces-
sary paperwork for claims 
and may even represent those 
individuals in a hearing re-
lated to the action. VSO as-
sistance to veterans and their 
families can be:

• Answering questions, 
advising and educating indi-
viduals and groups on what 
benefits are available from 
federal, state, county and lo-
cal resources

• Assisting eligible persons 
in filing the necessary claims

• Representing individuals 
and presenting claims in VA 
hearings

• Compensation and pen-
sion benefits

• Health care information
• Education and training

• Employment options
• Housing
• Transportation
• Military Records
• Filing for disability claims 

(both service-connected and 
non service-connected)

• Obtaining military re-
cords

• Applying for VA Health 
Care, Education Benefits and 
Surviving Spouse Benefits

Due to concerns associat-
ed with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Lane County Veter-
an Services is now offering 
phone-in services through 
541-682-4191. The county 
suggests instead of coming 
to a walk-in session, veterans 
may call instead. Veterans 
will be put on a sign-in sheet 
just like they at a physical 
meeting, and then receive a 
call when their turn comes. 

For more comprehensive 
information on veterans’ is-
sues, contact Lane County 
Veterans Services at www.
lanecounty.org/cms/one.as-
px?pageId=4133203 or email 
veterans@co.lane.or.us.

SECTOR from page 1A

The designation by the 
WHO has propelled the 
COVID-19 crisis to a level 
of international prominence, 
and to the attention of most 
Americans, in a way that is 
unfamiliar to most.

City of Florence Public 
Information Officer Megan 
Messmer, responding to a 
Siuslaw News request for a 
situational update, provided 
the following statement.

“The COVID-19 virus is 
being tracked by the CDC 
(Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention) nationally 
and the Oregon Health Au-
thority locally. Lane Coun-
ty Public Health is our lead 
in the County on this virus. 
In Florence, we coordinate 
on a regular basis as a re-
gion through the West Lane 
Emergency Operations 
Group (WLEOG) to prepare 
for a coordinated emergency 
response,” she said. “We do 
have an Emergency Opera-
tions Plan for WLEOG that 
addresses all hazards, includ-
ing public health hazards. We 
are currently in the stage of 
monitoring the situation per 
that plan.”

Messmer added, “Our pub-
lic safety partners have start-
ed to meet to coordinate with 
Lane County Public Health 
via teleconference weekly for 
situational updates, as well 
as our Public Information 
Network. As far as canceled 
events, again we are taking 
guidance from the lead agen-
cies managing this.” 

The changing nature of 
the public’s understanding of 
COVID-19 is also negatively 
impacting many businesses 

in Florence. 
Particularly hard hit are 

restaurants and tourist-ori-
ented businesses that depend 
on those traveling by to stop 
and have a meal or spend the 
night. 

There is also the upcoming 
spring break at the Universi-
ty of Oregon, which gener-
ally brings many students to 
the area, specifically to enjoy 
the many different types of 
food and the unique settings 
and locations that Florence 
offers, which is now in jeop-
ardy. There are also a num-
ber of private functions like 
weddings and anniversary 
celebrations that have been 
impacted by the virus and 
those cancellations add to the 
cumulative effect of the eco-
nomic slowdown. 

These potential customers 
are the intended audience for 
a hastily arranged effort by a 
new group made up of Flor-
ence-based restaurant own-
ers, who want to make sure 
that their visitors and resi-
dents are as safe and have as 
enjoyable a dining experience 
as possible when visiting. 

Florence Restaurants Alli-
ance is the name of the new 
group and many of the mem-
bers met on Bay Street on Fri-
day to discuss the COVID-19 
issue and to plan a coordinat-
ed response to assure their 
customers are safe and enjoy 
their time in Florence. 

In a statement provided 
by the group, local restaura-
teurs want the community to 
know they take the issue of 
contamination seriously and 
are actively engaged in im-
plementing the current best 
practices as outlined by state 
and federal agencies.

“Florence Restaurant Alli-
ance was created this week to 
commit to public safety. With 
the threat of virus, public 
concerns are at the top of our 
priority list. The restaurants 
on this list (43 in total) have 
committed to keeping the 
public safe during this unpre-
dictable time,” the statement 
said. “As always, the main 
focus is to keep things clean 
and sanitary.” 

The businesses include Bay 
St. Grille, Beachcomber, Big 
Dog Donuts, BJ’s Ice Cream, 
Bridgeport Market, Bridge-
water, Brown Hen, Clawson’s 
Wheelhouse, Darlings Mari-
na & RV Resort, Driftwood 
Shores, Dunes Café, The Fire-
house, Fresh Harvest, Home-
grown Public House and 
Brewery, Hukilau, Ichiban, 
ICM Seafood Market, Ixtapa, 
Jerry’s Place, Kathleen & Ni-
na’s, Los Amigos, Los Com-
padres, Lovejoy’s Restaurant 
and Tearoom, Mari’s Kitchen, 
McDonald’s, Mo’s, Nosh, Off 
Bay Street Bistro, Old Town 
Coffee, Eatwell Organic Noo-
dle, Papa Murphy’s, Bay View 
Bistro at Best Western Pier 
Point Inn, Pizza Hut, La Po-
modori, 1285 Restobar, Riv-
er Roasters, Rosa’s Mexican, 
Florence Golf Links, Taco 
Bell, Traveler’s Cove, Venny’s 
Café and Waterfront Depot.

“We want the public to 
know that we care,” the alli-
ance stated. “We are depen-
dent on our local community 
to keep our small businesses 
thriving as we come into our 
busy season. … Many local 
establishments are offering 
take out, curbside delivery 
service and gift certificate 
sales. Many of the Florence 
Restaurant Alliance mem-

bers use Florence Food De-
livery (541-991-8399), which 
is working with our group to 
help get food out to local res-
idents.” 

When Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce Ex-
ecutive Director Bettina Han-
nigan announced the closure 
of the Florence Visitor’s Cen-
ter, 290 Highway 101, she also 
wrote a request.

“If you’re healthy, and not 
a member of at-risk groups, 
please continue to shop, dine 
and recreate at our chamber 
members’ businesses. If you 
are in one of the high-risk 
populations you can still sup-
port your local businesses by 
asking friends or family to 
pick up your shopping or-
ders, by ordering take-out 
from your favorite restau-
rants or by buying gift certif-
icates or gift cards for future 
use,” she said.

There are also more strict-
ly customer service-oriented 
entities, such as banks and 
utility companies, that have 
instituted upgraded health 
and safety guidelines in re-
sponse to the pandemic.

Oregon Pacific Bank Pres-
ident and CEO Ron Green 
provided a statement regard-
ing the COVID-19 situation 
and the actions the financial 
institution has taken to ad-
dress the pandemic.

“At Oregon Pacific Bank, 
our primary concern is the 
health and wellbeing of our 
staff, clients and the commu-
nities we serve. We are mon-
itoring the developments of 
the coronavirus, COVID-19, 
and are taking action to min-
imize community spread of 
the virus,” Green wrote. “In 
addition to encouraging our 

employees and clients to fol-
low best practices, we have 
taken internal measures to 
limit the spread of any expo-
sure, including regular dis-
infectant of frequently used 
areas. We have also modified 
our sick pay policy so that, 
should the need arise, infect-
ed employees can stay home 
without fearing for their job.” 

Green went on to suggest 
that customers concerned 
with “social distancing” 
should utilize digital bank-
ing options and mobile apps 
to do their banking. There 
are also ATMs and drive 
thru windows at most bank 
locations which provide 
non-contact banking options 
to customers.

Lane County now has a 
call center to answer commu-
nity questions regarding the 
coronavirus. The call center, 
which can be reached by call-
ing 541-682-1380, is part of 
the Joint Information Center 
established on March 9 by 
Lane County Health & Hu-
man Services to get the most 
accurate information out to 
community members.

While Lane County still 
does not have any positive 
cases of COVID-19 at this 
time, the call center will pro-
vide community members a 
way to access up-to-date in-
formation.

The call center will be 
staffed by Lane County 
Health and Human Services 
employees and will be avail-
able Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
non-emergency inquiries re-
lated to COVID-19. Commu-
nity members experiencing 
an emergency medical event 
are asked to call 9-1-1.
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Located at Munsel Lake Road and North Fork Road

Worship Services 10:00 AM Sunday

All are welcome!  541-997-7268 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

4590 Hwy. 101, Across from Fred Meyer –- 997-7418

Sunday School, 9:30a.m. – Worship, 10:45

Wed. Prayer - 6:00 p.m. –

Wed. Ministries 1-8 Grade 7 p.m.

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Corner of 10th & Maple –997-3533

Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Family Connections

Spiritual Formation Class at 9am, Sunday 

Sunday Services, 9am and 10:45am.

florencecrossroadag.org 

office@florencecrossroadag.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SBC

1935 25th St. – 997-7660 •  Pastor, Ron Allen 

Wednesday 6 p.m., Sun.; 

11 am & 6pm, Bible Study 9:45am

Sharing the Hope and Love of Jesus Christ

 to our community by being 

Living Proof of a Loving God 

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2nd & Ivy – 997-2961 –Non-Denominational

Worship Service: 9:00 am & 10:30 am

Middle School and High School youth groups 

meet on Wednesday.

FLORENCE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Pre-Denominational (Romans 16:16)

1833 Tamarack Street

 (2 blocks east of Hwy. 101 on 18th St.)

Bible Study: Sunday 10 a.m.; Worship: Sunday 11 a.m.

www.churchofchristflorence.org

FLORENCE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

12th and Nopal –997-9020 •  Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service@ florencenaz.church

Wednesdays Celebrate Recovery 5:30 pm

facebook:florenceoregonchurchofthenazarene 

FLORENCE EVANGELICAL CHURCH

1318 Rhododendron Dr. • 541-997-2523

Sunday Service 11am ( Children Sunday School)

Mid-Week Activities, all ages.

FLORENCE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

4445 Hwy 101 (South of Fred Meyer) – 997-3951

Worship on Saturday 10:30 A.M.

Adult/Children’s Sabbath School 9:15 A.M. 

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road

All are welcome to explore the answer.

Sunday Worship Service ~ 10:00 a.m.

www.FlorenceUUF.org - (541) 997.2840

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Worship Services 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Adult class 8:30am • Sunday school 10am

Coffee Fellowship Following Service

2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

FOURSQUARE CHURCH

1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.

Sun. Services: 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible Study 6pm-7pm 

Website:florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

21st & Spruce Street – 997-8113

Pastor Rachel Simonson – All are welcome

Adult Forum 9:00 a.m. – Sunday school !0:30

Worship Service Sun. 10:30 a.m.

www.florencenewlife Lutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE  SIUSLAW

Traditional Worship Service 10:00 a.m. , 

Reverend Greg Wood

Sunday School and Nursery – Organ and Choir

All Welcome. Come as you are.

3996 N Hwy 101       997-7136    

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  (QUAKERS)

“War is still not the answer.” FCNL

We worship in homes at 11am Sundays

Call 997-4237 or 902-9511 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

L.C.M.S.

Every Sun., Bible Class 9 a.m., Worship Service 10 a.m.

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 

DVD of Weekly worship service available.

Pastor Randy Benscoter

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

2135 19th St. –- 997-6600

8:30am, Tuesdays, Morning Prayer

Sunday Services: 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  - Wed, 11 a.m.

Everyone Welcome – Come walk our Labyrinth.

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Masses: Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun.  11:00 a.m.

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312

Faith – Friendship - Fellowship – Fun

CHURCH DIRECTORY
To include your organization in this directory, 

please call us @ 541-997-3441

Ford Escape 
Test drive it today ! 

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475 www.shoppelocal.biz

+
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D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Open 4 days a week!

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD


