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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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Should Lane County Parks take over the North Jetty?

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are
always welcome as part of our goal to
encourage community discussion and
exchange of perspectives.)

North Jetty is a gem located
close to the heart of Florence. Its
250 acres have something for ev-
ery visitor: beach access, trails, a
dive dock, ponds and pines.

Lane County Parks has been
maintaining the park for near-
ly a year and we have reached a
crossroads: do we agree to take
on the maintenance and opera-
tion of North Jetty long-term, or
do we let it remain the responsi-
bility of the Department of State
Lands?

If we took on long-term man-
agement of the park it would

NOTHING WRONG WITH
COMPROMISE, COMPETENCE

I have voted for people as di-
verse as Eugene McCarthy, Ron-
ald Reagan and Barrack Obama.
I vote for the person — not the
party.

I was disappointed in 2016
because I thought Hilary Clin-
ton was the most qualified and
competent to be president, and
now I'm similarly disappoint-
ed because I thought Elizabeth
Warren was the most qualified
and competent.

They were my choice not be-
cause they are women, but be-
cause they had practical plans
and ideas.

I am very disappointed with
leadership that we currently
have in the state, country and
much of the world. Our state
leaders take their marbles and
leave if they don't get their way
and those that don’t leave won't
budge in their stance either, thus
blocking work on all other bills.

It has been a stand-off that ac-
complished very little.

How about some compro-
mise?

And nationally, we have an
administration that I'm sure
has done some good, although
nothing comes to mind. When
I think of the not-so-good, a
whole host of issues flood my
mind: The wall and immigra-
tion, cutting back programs that
really help people, appointing

mean more consistent ranger
presence, regular maintenance
of the parking lot and facilities,
and possibly investments in im-
proved park infrastructure.

GUEST VIEWPOINT
By Brett Henry

Lane County Parks Manager

It would also likely mean a
change in how some experience
the park. Typically, Lane Coun-
ty-operated parks are not open
24 hours per day unless they are
campgrounds. There is also a $4
parking fee associated with most
of our 70 parks.

Fees are critical to maintain-
ing our parks; in fact, fees make

LETTERS

people to lead departments that
have been extremely critical of
them, firing anyone who isn’t
“loyal,” pooh-poohing climate
change and more.

And then there’s the master
of stonewalling, Mitch McCon-
nell. It must be so frustrating to
be a senator of either party.

Our current president has
narcissistic and authoritarian
tendencies that scare me, and
his character and choice of
words leave a lot to be desired
— and not what I would call a
role model.

Meanwhile, around the world
nationalism and authoritari-
an rulers seem to be in the as-
cendancy. That scares me and
makes me think of the similar-
ities prior to the rise of Fascism
that led to World War II.

I know I'm an idealist; I think
that working with other coun-
tries is the way to go rather than
isolating our country. If I were
a civics teacher, I would have so
many examples of how not to
govern.

I know I sound like a doom-
sayer, but I'm an eternal opti-
mist.

It may not be the best of times
as far as governing is concerned,
but medically it’s not a bad time
to be alive. In late January, I had
total knee replacement surgery
in Florence and couldn’t be hap-
pier.

I am very thankful for the hos-

up the bulk of our maintenance
budget.

We are hosting a commu-
nity meeting in Florence on
Wednesday, March 18, at 6 p.m.
at Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue
(2625 Highway 101). We are ask-
ing residents to weigh in on the
future of North Jetty Park and
talk with Parks staff about what
matters to them.

For those who are unable to
come to the meeting, we have a
short online survey where they
can offer feedback www.lane
countyor.gov/parks.

Florence-area residents have a
history of involvement in guid-
ing Lane County Parks.

We hope to have their help
once again.

pital here in Florence and every-
one I dealt with before, during
and after my surgery. I'm thank-
ful for my sister, neighbors and
friends, who transported me
and delivered groceries until I
could drive again.

Sometimes it's worth remem-
bering that, while so much of
what’s happening in the word
can be disappointing, friends,
neighbors and family remind us
that things are not all bad.

—]Judy Fleagle
Florence

SELFISHNESS BENEFITS
NO ONE

The world system tells us to
look out for Number 1. It tells
us to acquire as much as pos-
sible for ourselves; to live with
much gusto.

This idea is selfish and
self-centered. It is destructive
to the person who lives like this
and to everyone with whom he
or she comes into contact.

The Bible in Philippians 2:3-5
says: “Do nothing from selfish-
ness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one an-
other as more important than
yourselves: do not merely look
for your personal interest, but
also for the interest of others.

Have this attitude in your-
selves which was also in Christ
Jesus...”

—Horace Dixon
Florence
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above
criteria.

Email letters to:
nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

PRrES. DONALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate Office
Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us



