
Looking for signs of 
Spring? Doors open this 
Friday, March 6, at 2 p.m. 
for this year’s Florence 
Home & Garden Show at 
the Florence Events Center. 

The annual show runs 
Friday through Sunday 
and features more than 
40 vendors offering new 
ideas, products and ser-
vices. The show incorpo-
rates vendor exhibits, land-
scape design, food tasting, 
demonstrations, prizes and 
giveaways.

Show hours are from 2 to 
6 p.m. on Friday, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday. 
Admission is $2 for adults 
and $1 for children 12 and 
under. Half price coupons 
are available at the Flor-

ence Bi-Mart and admis-
sion is free from 4 to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

Laurel Bay Gardens’ 
Centerpiece Design will 
reflect this year’s theme, 
“Growing Green.”

Central Lincoln PUD 
will be doing a drawing for 
a Nest smart thermostat 
each day and a grand prize 
drawing for a heat pump 
water heater. 

There will also be dai-
ly drawings for a total of 
$1,000 in gift certificates. 

Plus, the Siuslaw Chapter
of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society will be
giving away a live rhodo-
dendron each hour of the
show. Many of the vendors
have giveaways and addi-
tional prize drawings. 

The show is sponsored
by Three Rivers Casino
Resort, Bi-Mart, Oregon
Pacific Bank and Central
Lincoln PUD. 

The annual show is pro-
duced by Coast Radio and
the Siuslaw News.

Florence Regional Arts Alli-
ance (FRAA) is pleased to in-

troduce outdoor Photographer 
Allen Thornton by sharing three 
of his dramatic photographs in 
the lobby of Oregon Pacific Bank 
during the month of March. 

As Thornton said, “I believe 
the appreciation and enjoyment 
of outdoor photography can lead 
to a respect and love for nature, 
and in turn this might lead to 
conservation and protection of 
the natural world and the wild-
life that live within it. My goal 
as a photographer is to build on 
this belief with each image.” 

Originally from Illinois, 
Thornton lived many years in 
Colorado, south of Denver. He 
contributed to Parks and Wild-
life articles, and his photographs 
were in magazines in several 

states. He also had his own photo 
studio in the Denver Art District. 

Thornton has always enjoyed 

traveling, and retirement gave 
him the opportunity to travel 
even more, fulfilling his “bucket 

list” of visiting and photograph-
ing the many scenic spots in 
North America. 

He and his wife had visited the 
Oregon Coast several times, and 
when they were “tired of shovel-
ing snow” they moved to Flor-
ence almost a year ago. 

In addition to his love of pho-
tography, Thornton is a fly fish-
erman, and has contributed to 
such magazines as the American 
Angler and Southwest Fly-Fish-
ing. 

Be sure to drop by the lobby 
of Oregon Pacific Bank, 1355 
Highway 101, to enjoy his stun-
ning photographs. He also has 
photographs hanging at the 
FRAA Gallery and Art Center, 
120 Maple St. in Historic Old 
Town Florence. For more infor-
mation, go to fraaoregon.org.
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Photographer Allen Thornton’s unique outdoor landscapes, 

wildlife shots and coastal views will be showcased in the lobby of 

Oregon Pacific Bank in March.

Dramatic outdoor photography to be featured at OPB in March

23rd annual Home & Garden Show runs March 6-8Today’s Education Expo seeks to support local youth
More than 85 organi-

zations will be on hand 
to showcase their edu-
cational opportunities at 
the Siuslaw Education 
Expo on Feb. 29. The en-
tire community is invit-
ed to learn more about the 
many organizations in the 
area that offer education-
al services to people of all 
ages in the region. 

The Expo will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Siuslaw High School, 2975 
Oak St. in Florence. This 
event, the first of its kind 
in the area, will include 
organizations ranging geo-
graphically from Dunes 
City to Florence to Maple-
ton and beyond. 

The doors will open at 
10 a.m. with displays in 
the main gymnasium, the 
commons (lunch area) and 
the library. 

There will be a wide 
variety of organizations 
participating in the event, 

including clubs for many 
ages and interests, muse-
ums, Lane Community 
College, the Siuslaw and 
Mapleton public schools 
and several independent 
schools, a local homes-
chool group, family ser-
vices and environmental 
organizations, city services 
and many more. 

Activities for children 
will include an inflatable 
play structure, face paint-
ing and a magician. Each 
entrant will receive a free 
raffle ticket, with four 
drawings taking place 
during the event. 

Welcoming remarks will 
be offered at noon from 
the Florence and Dunes 
City mayors and the su-
perintendents of Siuslaw, 

Mapleton and Lane Edu-
cational Services School 
Districts. Following the 
mayors and superinten-
dents, Siuslaw Elemen-
tary School students will 
present a musical perfor-

mance. 
Additional student mu-

sical performances will 
take place during the event. 

Parking will be available 
in the Siuslaw High School 
and Middle School parking 
lots, and on surrounding 
streets where permitted. 

During the event, live 
updates will be broadcast 
by local radio stations 
KCST and KXCR. 

The Education Expo is 
offered free to the public 
by the Siuslaw School Dis-
trict, along with partners 
including the Florence 
Community PTA and the 
Siuslaw Education Foun-
dation. 

For more info, visit face
book.com/siuslawexpo.
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Three Rivers offers free Community Career Fair
The 5th annual Commu-

nity Career Fair will take 
place on Thursday, March 5, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
Three Rivers Casino Resort 
Event Center. 

This one-stop Commu-
nity Career Fair will feature 
over 40 businesses on-hand 
and looking to hire, em-
ployment opportunities 
including summer employ-

ment, community business 
connects and the resources 
needed for a great career 
choice. 

Attendance is free.
Potential vendors who 

would like additional infor-
mation or to register with a 
free booth can contact Pam 
Hickson at 541-902-3821. 

To date, there are 39 
confirmed vendors, which 

include regional/area busi-
nesses, schools, military, 
home based business and 
volunteer opportunities.

Applicants are encour-
aged to bring a current re-
sume and come “dressed to 
impress.” 

For more info, visit the 
Community Career Fair 
Facebook page or go to 
threeriverscasino.com.

‘Ride the wave’ with First Tuesday Open Mic Night
The Florence Big Wave 

First Tuesday Open Mic will 
be hosted March 3 by the 
Florence Regional Arts Alli-
ance, 120 Maple St. in His-
toric Old Town Florence.  

Doors at 6:30 p.m. and the 
open mic night starts at 7.  

Come ride the wave to 
this Florence Big Wave Po-
etry-sponsored event with 
your favorite poems, stories 

and prose.  It’s free, everyone
can participate, but there is a
5-minute time limit. 

For more information, go
to “Big Wave Spoken Word”
on Facebook.

Florence Garden Club presents Rhody, Plant Auction
At 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 

March 11, the Florence Gar-
den Club will hold Mike 
Bones’ annual Rhododen-
dron and Plant Auction at 
the Presbyterian Church of 
the Siuslaw, 3996 Highway 
101 in Florence. 

Bones, who owns Bones 
Nursery, 90379 Highway 
101 north of Florence, will 
share his expertise on rho-
dodendron care and provide 
incredible plants to auction 
off. 

People won’t want to miss 

this opportunity to expand
their plant collection. This
fun event is usually filled
with laughter and many
beautiful plants. 

Florence Garden Club’s
programs are free and open
to the public.

Visit us online: www.TheSiuslawNews.com


