
The entire community is invited to the

Education Expo
Florence, Oregon

February 29, 2020 • 10AM to 2PM

Sponsored by the Siuslaw School District

Siuslaw High School
2975 Oak Street in Florence

All Ages - Something For Everyone

More than 75 Local Participating Organizations - Activities for Kids 

 Music and Entertainment - Drawings for Prizes - Food

For more information visit

https://bit.ly/siuslaweducationexpo

/siuslawexpo 

See the February 26th Edition of School Zone

    for a program of events and a list of participating organizations.
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“As temperatures increase, 
conditions start to favor other 
freshwater species that are less 
desirable here that were intro-
duced, like largemouth bass, 
which can thrive in higher tem-
perature ranges,” Terry said. 
“As you see streams increase in 
temperature, you start to see a 
conversion from our natural na-
tive species to more introduced 
species.”

When the trees fall into the 
streams, they can create habitats 
for salmon, as well as filter pol-
lutants in runoff.

“If you have bare stream 
banks, adding trees and shrubs 
growing along those tree banks 
will lower the rate of sedimenta-
tion,” Terry said.

Siuslaw Watershed Council 
works through grants from the 
Forest Service and donations 
from Roseburg Timber and the 
Bureau of Land Management, as 
well as smaller businesses from 
the community.

“River Roasters donated bur-
lap sacks for us this year, and we 
got support from the Three Riv-
ers Foundation to offer plants 
that were important to the local 
tribes,” Terry said.

Over the course of its 22 
years, Terry estimates the wa-
tershed’s program has distrib-
uted close to 100,000 trees. And 

with the lifecycle of trees, 
the watershed could spend 
the next 22 years giving 
out hundreds of thousands 
more.

According to Siuslaw Wa-
tershed Council Board Vice 
Chair Jim Grano, “If you’re 
creating the waterside hab-
itat that we are, there are a 
number of things that will 
happen over time. Flooding 
can take out trees or damage 
them. Beaver can have an 
impact on them. Some just 
flat out don’t live. We’ve had 
a couple of droughts. All of 
that stuff can affect it.”

But one of the largest 
uses for the native plants occurs 
when individuals take the time 
to restore their own properties. 

When Grano first moved to 
his home on the Mapleton riv-
erbank a little over two decades 
ago, his property was filled with 
blackberry bushes. Unknowl-
edgeable about the local ecolo-
gy, he thought he could just pull 
up the berry bushes and enjoy a 
well-manicured property.

“But then underneath the 
blackberries was reed canary 
grass, which took over. And 
that’s a nasty guy, too,” he re-
called. 

Over a “long period of time,” 
he took out the reed canary.

“I would pull out the seed 

heads if I didn’t have time to pull 
out the roots,” Grano said. “But 
if you did pull out the roots, all 
of a sudden bulrush weed was 
underneath that. And then it 
came out.”

The only answer to his prob-
lem was planting the native 
plants of the area to push out the 
invasive species.

“We planted a wide variety 
of willows and different native 
plants that should be there,” 
Grano said. “It looks good now 
and I get compliments as people 
kayak or boat on the river, see-
ing how nicely diverse it is.”

Grano convinced the Ma-
pleton Lions Club, of which he 
is a member, to clear out the 

invasive species on its property, 
which also hosts the Mapleton 
branch of the Siuslaw Public Li-
brary. The club has been gradu-
ally replanting there as well.

“And then my neighbor up-
river has joined up, and we’ve 
increased that swath of river-
bank with native plants and 
made it animal friendly,” he said. 

The native species don’t just 
help regulate invasive species. 
While Grano was battling the 
blackberries in ‘96, devastating 
floods began to wreak havoc on 
the community.

“We had a real nice ramp 
and a big dock at our house, but 
the flood took it all out,” he re-
called. “Then you could just see 

more and more erosion and 
the riverbank being taken 
away.”

But the trees he planted 
afterwards protected his 
property in the flood of 
2012.

“I planted spruce, cedar 
and alder,” Grano said. “It 
was really cool seeing how 
planting just a few of those 
stopped the destruction of 
the bank by the debris.”

It’s a process that resi-
dents all around the upriv-
er communities have been 
following, and it follows a 
tradition of restoration that 
goes back decades.

“There are multiple genera-
tion folks living here, many of 
which are timber fallers,” Grano 
said. “People think of them as 
mean, evil extractors ruining the 
land, but that’s not accurate. The 
timber fallers I know that were 
born and raised here, they have 
as much, or more, appreciation 
of the forest and the woods than 
many conservationists.”

As an example, Grano re-
counted the creation of the 
PAWN Old Growth Trail up 
the North Fork. The 10-acre 
area had an old growth patch of 
trees up to 550 years old, and the 
local loggers would go there to 
admire the beauty.

“That was two decades ago. 
People realized that old growth 
was in short supply, especially 
around here,” Grano said.

So the loggers met with a For-
est Service ranger and a mutual 
decision was made to preserve 
the 10 acres for perpetuity.

“And so there’s a great trail 
there, a self-guided brochure 
when you go there,” Grano said. 
“You learn a lot when you walk 
the trail. That is an example of 
locals treasuring where they 

live, no matter what their par-
ticular job is. You can’t stereo-
type that. They’re in tune with 
the area.”

From the hikers who enjoy 
the natural beauty of the area, to 
the fishers who understand the 
direct connection between life, 
the stream and the shoreline, 
Siuslaw watershed residents 
have taken it upon themselves 
to keep the land pristine. 

Taking personal responsibili-
ty for the environment is a pas-
sion for all Oregonians that also 
goes back decades.

“If you go back in history, in 
1995, the Oregon plan for salm-
on restoration was an interven-
tion to prevent federal agencies’ 
regulation of other people’s 
properties and streams,” Grano 
said. “We decided we’ll take care 
of it ourselves by making these 
watershed associations. We’ll 
have the people understand and 
they’ll do the restoration and 
conservation. You don’t have to 
come here and put people in jail 
or fine them.”

It’s a tradition that has contin-
ued from restoring the delicate 
balance on the coastal dunes to 
restoring habitats for salmon. 
And it’s programs like Siuslaw 
Watershed Council’s native
plant distribution that makes it 
possible.

“I don’t have the financial re-
sources to go to nurseries and 
buy all this stuff,” Grano said. 
“Not only did I receive the prop-
er native plants, but I received 
the education of what to use 
where. I’ve personally benefited, 
my property has benefited, my 
area and the ecosystem has ben-
efited from this program.”

For more information about 
the Siuslaw Watershed Coun-
cil and its future events, visit 
siuslaw.org.
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Open 7 Days
1355 Bay St. • Old Town

541-997-6357
beachcomberpub.com

Every time it rains in February, 
you get discounts on 

ice cold beer and food...

...yep, EVERY time it rains.
So do your rain dance and

keep the sunshine away.

WHEN IT RAINS

WE POUR!

All month in
Febraury

50¢

off any pint of

Draught Beer

$1.00
off any Burger

or Sandwich
11am-9pm

CTR provides solid waste collection and recycling services 

for both residential and commercial customers in Florence, 

Mapleton, Dunes City, Westlake and Ten Mile areas. 

For more information on how we can serve you call us at 

541-997-8233 • wasteconnections.com

We Want to be Your Garbage & Recycling Hauler!

35, 48, 65 & 95 gallon

GARBAGE & RECYCLING CARTS  

County Transfer & Recycling

PHOTOS BY VEVIE MCPHERREN FOR THE SIUSLAW WATERSHED COUNCIL

Jim Grano (left) is one of the community members dedicated to 

planting native plants on his property, thanks in part to the 

Siuslaw Watershed Council’s Native Plant Distribution, managed 

by Program Manager Kyle Terry (far right).


