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According to the program, 

“Partnership efforts for the Census 

Bureau encompass building and 

engaging trusted voices to assist in 

meeting the overall 2020 Census 

goal of counting everyone once, 

only once, and in the right place.”

While these local and regional 

partnerships will work with U.S. 

Census Bureau staff to find ways 

to reduce the non-response rate 

for the community and improve 

the accuracy of the local count, 

the Lane Council of Governments 

(LCOG) is tasked with making 

sure that all addresses in the coun-

ty of been verified.

“We are that point agency for 

the county to make sure that we 

are communicating with the Cen-

sus Bureau about the addresses in 

Lane County so they can do a cor-

rect count,” said LCOG Executive 

Director Brenda Wilson.

Focus on Florence states “The 

2020 Census will count every 

person in the country, no matter 

where they’re from, how old they 

are or where they’re living.”

In addition to her role at 

LCOG, Wilson has volunteered 

to coordinate a “complete count 

committee” for the county to op-

timize accuracy.

“It’s really important, especial-

ly for smaller cities,” said Wilson. 

“We’re talking SNAP (Supple-

mental Nutritional Assistance 

Program), Medicaid, Medicare, 

educational funds, school lunch 

programs, Head Start, WIC 

(Women, Infants and Children), 

Section 8, children’s health insur-

ance.”

Invitations to respond to the 

census online are scheduled to ap-

pear in Oregon mailboxes March 

12 through March 20. Toward the 

end of that month, reminder let-

ters will be sent out to those who 

haven’t responded. Between April 

8-16, paper copies of the census 

will be distributed. Then from 

April 20-27, a final reminder post-

card will be sent.

If a household still hasn’t re-

sponded after this, census workers 

will begin dropping by houses to 

remind people to reply.

The Census Bureau will pub-

lish the first results from the 2020 

census — the total population for 

each state — by Dec. 31 this year.

WHY REPLY?

More than $675 billion a year 

in federal funding is distributed 

based on census data, funding 

which is funneled to areas such 

as transportation, housing, educa-

tion and healthcare.

On top of funding, the data can 

aid cities identifying what its focus 

areas should be.

In the 2016 fiscal year, the 

George Washington Institute of 

Public Policy reported that Ore-

gon received nearly $13.5 billion 

through 55 federal spending pro-

grams which were informed by 

data derived from the 2010 census.

The census also determines 

how many representatives each 

state gets in the United States 

Congress.

According to Census Bureau 

estimates, Oregon is among a 

handful of states whose popula-

tion has grown significantly since 

the 2010 census and could there-

fore gain a sixth seat in the U.S. 

House of Representatives after the 

2020 census.

At the Feb. 3 Florence City 

Council meeting, Henry said, “I 

want to encourage everybody to 

be involved in the census, for no 

other reason than I believe that 

we don’t always get counted, and 

a lot of our revenue is determined 

by the head count in our commu-

nity.”

During the 2010 census, Ore-

gon was estimated to have missed 

its opportunity to gain another 

seat by a count of just over 40,000 

people.

“A little under 80 percent of Or-

egon households responded,” said 

Wilson. “We’re working with these 

jurisdictions that have low-re-

sponse census tracks to target our 

efforts,” said Wilson. “There are a 

variety of methods: outreach, edu-

cation, information.”

Barriers to high responses in-

clude highly mobile individuals, 

complex living arrangements, lack 

of knowledge about the census, 

language barriers, rapidly chang-

ing technology causing disuse of 

USPS mail and distrust of govern-

ment.

Due to some of the personal na-

ture of the questions, distrust is a 

notable barrier to responsiveness.

Questions in the 2020 cen-

sus will ask participants for their 

name, age, address, how many 

people are living or staying at a 

home, whether the home is owned 

or rented, about the sex, age and 

race of each person in the home 

and whether someone is of His-

panic, Latin or Spanish origin.

The last question has been a 

point of contention for many who 

fear the data will be used for per-

secution.

The Census Bureau has stated 

that it is asking the question for 

statistical purposes, which will in 

turn inform numerous policies 

such as those regarding civil rights 

or funding for group-specific gov-

ernment programs.

“ICE (U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement) isn’t go-

ing to follow the Census Bureau 

around. That’s another rumor,” 

said Wilson. “Information you 

provide to the Census Bureau is 

confidential.”

PRIVACY AND SAFETY

By law, all responses to the cen-

sus are kept confidential. The law 

states that the information collect-

ed may only be used for statistical 

purposes.

Still, the question of access to 

this data has seen its day in court.

In 1982, the U.S. Supreme Court 

ruled that address lists are protect-

ed confidential information and 

cannot be disclosed through legal 

discovery or the Freedom of In-

formation Act. More recently, in 

2010, the U.S. Justice Department 

determined that the Patriot Act 

does not overrule the legal protec-

tions of confidentiality.

Legal precedent has essentially 

established that no court of law 

can subpoena census responses.

Furthermore, the Census Bu-

reau states that personal data can-

not be used by the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, the Central Intel-

ligence Agency, the Department of 

Homeland Security nor ICE.

Though these legal protections 

exist, Wilson warned respondents 

to protect themselves from po-

tential scams. A letter has already 

begun circulation, for instance, 

which claims to be a form for the 

“2020 Congressional District Cen-

sus” commissioned by the Repub-

lican Party.

“It looks like a census form,” 

said Wilson. “But at the very bot-

tom of that form it’s asking for 

a donation. No one will ever be 

asked to pay to respond to the 

census.”

Requests to respond to the cen-

sus over email, phone or text mes-

sage are also suspect and it is rec-

ommended that such solicitations 

are not given a response.

“It’s really important people 

respond to [the census] and they 

respond to the actual one,” Wilson 

said.

When invitations come in the 

mail, respondents are instructed to 

count everyone in the household, 

including infants, and can respond 

by phone, online or through mail.

“We just want to have everyone 

in our community count,” Henry 

said. “I encourage you to do that.”
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1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Ed Kopilec

Principal Broker

541 991-8630
4836 Laguna Ave – Lake and forest views from 

this 4,000 sqft home just minutes from Florence. 

Boat, fi sh and kayak from your private dock. 

Remodeled in 2003. This house has hardwood 

fl oors, gourmet kitchen, and large master suite 

with walk-in closet. Pole barn and large 3 bay 

RV barn provide plenty of parking. $1,399,000. 

#2850-18330278

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Located at Munsel Lake Road and North Fork Road

Worship Services 10:00 AM Sunday

All are welcome!  541-997-7268 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

4590 Hwy. 101, Across from Fred Meyer –- 997-7418

Sunday School, 9:30a.m. – Worship, 10:45

Wed. Prayer - 6:00 p.m. –

Wed. Ministries 1-8 Grade 7 p.m.

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Corner of 10th & Maple –997-3533

Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Family Connections

Adult Bible Class, 9:30am on Sundays. 

Sunday Services, 9am and 10:45am.

florencecrossroadag.org 

office@florencecrossroadag.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SBC

1935 25th St. – 997-7660 •  Pastor, Ron Allen 

Wednesday 6 p.m., Sun.; 

11 am & 6pm, Bible Study 9:45am

Sharing the Hope and Love of Jesus Christ

 to our community by being 

Living Proof of a Loving God 

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2nd & Ivy – 997-2961 –Non-Denominational

Worship Service: 9:00 am & 10:30 am

Middle School and High School youth groups 

meet on Wednesday.

FLORENCE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Pre-Denominational (Romans 16:16)

1833 Tamarack Street

 (2 blocks east of Hwy. 101 on 18th St.)

Bible Study: Sunday 10 a.m.; Worship: Sunday 11 a.m.

www.churchofchristflorence.org

FLORENCE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

12th and Nopal –997-9020 •  Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service@ florencenaz.church

Wednesdays Celebrate Recovery 5:30 pm

facebook:florenceoregonchurchofthenazarene 

FLORENCE EVANGELICAL CHURCH

1318 Rhododendron Dr. • 541-997-2523

Sunday Service 11am ( Children Sunday School)

Mid-Week Activities, all ages.

FLORENCE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

4445 Hwy 101 (South of Fred Meyer) – 997-3951

Worship on Saturday 10:30 A.M.

Adult/Children’s Sabbath School 9:15 A.M. 

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road

All are welcome to explore the answer.

Sunday Worship Service ~ 10:00 a.m.

www.FlorenceUUF.org - (541) 997.2840

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Worship Services 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Adult class 8:30am • Sunday school 10am

Coffee Fellowship Following Service

2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

FOURSQUARE CHURCH

1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.

Sun. Services: 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible Study 6pm-7pm 

Website:florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

21st & Spruce Street – 997-8113

Pastor Rachel Simonson – All are welcome

Adult Forum 9:00 a.m. – Sunday school !0:30

Worship Service Sun. 10:30 a.m.

www.florencenewlife Lutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE  SIUSLAW

Traditional Worship Service 10:00 a.m. , 

Reverend Greg Wood

Sunday School and Nursery – Organ and Choir

All Welcome. Come as you are.

3996 N Hwy 101       997-7136    

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  (QUAKERS)

“War is still not the answer.” FCNL

We worship in homes at 11am Sundays

Call 997-4237 or 902-9511 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

L.C.M.S.

Every Sun., Bible Class 9 a.m., Worship Service 10 a.m.

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 

DVD of Weekly worship service available.

Pastor Randy Benscoter

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

2135 19th St. –- 997-6600

8:30am, Tuesdays, Morning Prayer

Sunday Services: 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  - Wed, 11 a.m.

Everyone Welcome – Come walk our Labyrinth.

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Masses: Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun.  11:00 a.m.

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312

Faith – Friendship - Fellowship – Fun

CHURCH DIRECTORY
To include your organization in this directory, 

please call us @ 541-997-3441

www.shoppelocal.biz

+
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BEWARE THE SNEAKER WAVE
They´re called sneaker waves because they 
appear without warning, often surging high up on 
the beach with deadly force, and are impossible to 
predict. Sneaker waves also carry a large amount 
of sand that can saturate your clothes, weighing 

impossible.
How to play it safe: Never turn your back on the 
ocean. 

WATCH THOSE LOGS
The ocean is strong enough to pick up even the 
biggest log and plop it down on top of you. Some 
logs may look small, but even the tiny ones can be 
waterlogged and weigh tons. 
How to play it safe: If you see a log in the surf or 
on wet sand, stay off it. 

RIP CURRENTS
Rip currents are strong currents of water that 
rush out to sea. They are stronger than even the 
best swimmer. These currents can swiftly sweep 
unwary beachcombers and waders off their feet 
and out to sea. Rip currents may appear as dark, 
choppy water. Any time you see debris and foam 

rip current. Avoid the area. 
How to play it safe: Parents keep your kids close 
when playing in the ocean. If caught in a rip 

don’t panic

until you are out of the current, then head for the 
beach.

KNOW THE TIDES
Incoming tides isolate rocks from headlands and 
the shore. Avoid the temptation of strolling 
out to an interesting rock without knowing when 
the tide rolls back in. Free tide tables are 

centers and many shops and motels. 
How to play it safe: Stay off rocks and small, 
enclosed beaches. 
Know when the tide is coming in by visiting the 
tidetable website at the 

http://weather.hmsc.oregonstate.edu/weather/
tides/tides.html

HIGH WAVES CAN REACH YOU
Tides and waves can sweep over rocks, jetties and 
headlands, knocking you off and carrying you out 
to sea. 
How to play it safe: Assume nothing is “high 
enough” and avoid exposed rocks, jetties and 
headlands during strong wave action (like during 
and after storms). 

BEWARE OF HIGH, STEEP CLIFFS
Assume that all cliff edges are unstable. Wet trails 
or soft sand and earth can make for unstable 
footing. Rocks can be slippery even when it isn’t 
raining. 
How to play it safe:

footwear, and stick to the trails. Stay behind guard 
fences and railings, and don´t get too close to the 
edge. 

HEADS UP
Standing at the base of an Oceanside cliff can 
be dangerous, especially if it has an overhang. In 
some places, winter storms and high waves have 
eroded the shoreline, increasing the chance of 
collapse and slides. 
How to play it safe: Beware of falling rocks, and 
don´t climb on bluffs and eroding hillsides. Don´t 
walk along the base of cliffs unless absolutely 
necessary. 

HAVE FUN! 

BEACH SAFE!

541-997-2422

King Tide Warning

THIS WEEKEND

February 8-10, 2020

This message sponsored by:

* 5%- another broker brings the buyer (2.5% listing 

agent 2.5% buyers agent)

* 3.75%- listing agent brings the buyer, no other 

agents involved. 

* 2%- seller brings the buyer, no other agents 

involved. 

* 0%- you owe nothing if your home does not sell by 

contract expiration date.

Plan includes: Competitive Commission Rates.  Creative 

& Aggressive Marketing Campaign. Complimentary 

Home Warranty during listing period, transferred to 

the new buyers at closing. Open Houses. Yard sign w/

fl yer box. Professional Photography including drone 

aerial pictures. MLS Listing seen on over 3,000+ Real 

Estate Search Websites. NO hidden fees, CANCEL 

anytime, NO fees paid until the homes sells. 

- PROVEN RESULTS & SALES STATS - 

SAVE MORE MONEY, KEEP MORE PROFITS -

To get the no obligation process started contact local Real Estate expert:

Andrea Kirkpatrick, Licensed Broker in Oregon

Hybrid Real Estate

541-505-1943 • oregonbrokerandrea@gmail.com

COMPLIMENTARY SELLERS HOME 
WARRANTY DURING LISTING PERIOD 

WHEN YOU SELL WITH US!


