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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

DID You HEAR
THE OSCARS G\FT
BAG 1S WORTH
$215000 THIS YEAR?

RUT YOURE NOT
NOMINATED For-
REST ACTRESS

YoU HAVENT
SEEN ME TRROW
A TANTROM.

N

STOPPING POLITICAL

HATRED

I fully support Mr. DeMers’ goal
of stopping political hatred. It is a
matter of faith for me that I never

hate any person.

While I may severely disagree
with a person’s actions, I still love
that person in spite of our disagree-
ment. I do hate some actions, but I
always (well, at least try my best to)

love that person.

I'm a life-long Democrat. There

are many actions taken

As T've mentioned be-
fore, I lived in the South
for 10 years, with six of
those years spent in the
suburbs of Atlanta. In the
early 1990s, I was a restau-
rant chef operating in one
of Georgias largest shop-
ping malls three stories
of glass, sale banners and

merchants spanning six
football fields worth of
mall space.

As you can imagine, I've
dealt with as many per-
sonalities as there are seats
in a 280-capacity dining
room. The fact that Ru-
fus Valentine dug such a
deep groove in my mem-
ory should tell you a little
something about the man’s
character .

The first time I saw Ru-
fus Valentine was during
the Braves’ heyday in Feb-
ruary of 1992, when all of
Atlanta was anticipating
the spring and a run at the
World Series. Essentially,
you could be completely
naked; but as long as you
had a Braves cap on you
were considered properly
attired by most Atlantans.

So, when Rufus ap-
peared in his red tights,
heart-shaped wings and
Braves cap at the west en-
trance of the Lenox Square
mall Valentine’s Day week-
end, like most people I as-
sumed he was there to ex-
press his love for Atlanta’s
baseball team.

At least until I saw the
bow and arrows. But even
then, I could see that he
was harmless; the arrows
in his quiver were tipped
with foam rubber red, of
course and in the shape of
hearts.

Considering the date,
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Trump’s administration that I do
detest. But I do not hate President
Trump nor his supporters. I love
people. However, I do find many of
this administration’s policies to be
morally objectionable.

I'm sorry Mr. DeMers has ex-
perienced hatred for his political
views. That’s just not right.

However, President Trump and
many of his supporters have fre-
quently espoused hatred towards
multiple groups of people. That is
also just not right.

ber.

Lastly, it should be noted that

no candidate in 2016 won a ma-

jority of the voting population. A
plurality of voters cast their ballots
for Hillary Clinton over Donald
Trump (48.2% v. 46.0%). (Source:
https://transition.fec.gov/pubrec/
te2016/2016presgeresults.pdf)
Sadly, only about 56 percent of
eligible voters actually voted.
Rather than hatered, I hope the
other 44 percent will make their
voices heard by voting this Novem-

—Rob Welles
Florence

The message of Rufus Valentine

I made the connection
and realized we had a
Braves-loving Cupid on
our hands.

Id dealt with worse
things.

The complaints start-
ed soon after we opened.
Since our restaurant was
situated closest to the mall
entrance, we got the brunt
of unhappy mall dwellers.

“Hey, there’s some guy
shooting people with rub-
ber arrows out there,” one
of them said, brandishing
the arrow in question and
rubbing his cheek.

With security nowhere

Handing him a soda,
I noticed that his black
hands were worn and cal-
lused. His fingernails had
dried to the point of split-
ting. He gave me an ap-
preciative nod and sipped,
then blurted “fettuccini
Alfredo”

He laid the menu down
and pointed to the item, as
if I wouldn’t know it other-
wise.

“Coming right up, I
said, and took the menu.
As I turned to ring in his
order, I saw him reach for
his quiver.

“Hey;” I said, one hand

From the Editor's Desk
Ned Hickson

to be found, I decided to
settle the matter myself
and strode out the door
and was immediately
tagged.

“Got you! Spread the
love, brother;” Rufus said,
as if hed tossed me a box
of chocolates instead of
nailing me with a rubber
arrow.

“Excuse me, but youll
have to stop with the ar-
rows. My customers are
complaining,” I said.

In that same instant, he
plugged a passerby who
turned and gave me a dirty
look, spouting something
about restaurant promo-
tions getting out of hand.

A sudden ebb in the
shopping current allowed
me to grab his attention.
“Hey, its almost noon.
How about lunch on me?”

“Whatcha got?”

“Come in and find out,
I said, ushering him inside
and up to the counter in
hopes of containing him
through the lunch rush.
Sitting there at one of the
stools, his wings protrud-
ing from either side of the
chair back, he drew more
than a few stares.

on his drawing arm. “Here’s
the deal. No matchmaking
until after lunch”

He studied me for a
moment, then set his bow
on the counter. “I'm no
matchmaker . I'm just tr-
yin’ to spread the love one
brother, one sister at a
time.”

“That’s a nice sentiment;
just don't do it in here,
OK?” I said, and released
his arm.

I think everyone has
said things they wish they
hadn’t. In the top 10 of my
own regrettable phrases,
that one ranks right up
there. First, because of my
tactics to control him.

Second, because he
called me on it.

And third, because I
wouldn't get the chance to
take it back.

With the smell of par-
mesan and cream sauce in
the air, this obviously hun-
gry man stood from the
counter, grabbed his bow
and quiver, and left the
counter.

“People need love more
than I needed fettuccini
Alfredo,” he said, and ex-
ited the restaurant. When

he kept going, I considered
myself lucky.

He could become some-
one else’s headache.

Unfortunately for Rufus
Valentine, thats exactly
what happened.

When my shift ended,
it was near dusk. Along
the sidewalks , automated
lamps had started hum-
ming to life.

As 1 approached the
parking tower, I noticed
flashes of red and blue
spilling from the shadows
of the underground level
where I was parked.

The closer I got, the
more patrol cars I saw. At
the edge of the drive, yel-
low crime scene tape had
been strung. Taking a spot
among a crowd of onlook-
ers, I saw a white sheet
and, portruding from be-
neath it, the callused hand
of Rufus Valentine.

Next to him, his wings
lay in a crumpled pile.

I later learned that Ru-
fus Valentine born Rufus
Jones in 1936 had left the
mall that day and taken
his message to the parking
garage. It was there that he
encountered a street gang
and attempted to “spread
the love”

He met the faces of prej-
udice and hatred instead.

With the approach of
Valentine’s Day and the
reflection on our nation’s
history of racisim during
Black History Month, he
always comes to mind.

And also, no small mea-
sure of guilt. Had I left him
alone to do his work or
brought him lunch instead,
things might have turned
out differently.

Even though hes no
longer here to sling his ar-
rows, I hope we can take
his message to heart par-
ticularly in these times and
spread the love:

One brother, one sister
at a time.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above
criteria.

Email letters to:
nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO

PRrES. DONALD TRUMP

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate
Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us



