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Shouldn’t be happening 

in this country

I read the story in the Siuslaw 
News about the recent March for 
Life (“Local Gathering Supports 
March For Life,” Jan. 29). 

It leaves me puzzled. 
I have a hard time understand-

ing this thinking. Abortion is a 
last choice when women have no 
other option. No one knows the 
situation a woman is facing and 
perhaps there is no one to help 
her after the baby is born. 

I just can’t see how this is the 
business of anyone else.

Statistics I’ve read have shown 
that after Roe v Wade was passed, 
the abortion rate went down as 
did the death of pregnant women.

So why work to change the law 
and put women at risk again?  

Of even greater concern for me 
is what our government is do-
ing at our southern border with 

thousands of children being held 
in filthy cages with subhuman 
care and many of them reportedly 
being sexually abused. 

Meanwhile, a new private in-
dustry is making millions of dol-
lars at these children’s expense. 
The most terrible part of this is 
that it appears it is being done 
deliberately to keep people from 
coming to our country for help.

Don’t these children count? Or 
is it merely an extension of an im-
migration policy targeting people 
based on the color of their skin, 
country of origin or whether they 
are crippled or poor?

Well, I think our statue of liber-
ty is crying, as am I. This should 
not be happening in this country; 
those children are damaged for-
ever — and that is not forgivable.

—Nancy Rickard

Florence

Everyone’s small plastic 

recycling efforts add up

On Sunday, Jan. 26,  I took 
my No. 2, 4 and 5 plastics — all 
cleaned-up and without labels — 
to the  collection site at the Flor-
ence United Methodist Church.  

It was a busy place but extreme-
ly well-organized. At least six sta-
tions were set up, so I was in and 
out in no time.

Although my containers were a 
small contribution, all of the plas-
tic turned in surely added up. 

Thank you to those many vol-
unteers, Master Recyclers, Lane 
Co. and Vision for helping me do 
my little bit.

Hopefully, I’ll have less plas-
tic at the next collection date on 
April 18.  

—Mary Lehman
Florence
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“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are 
always welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

In my recent letter to the editor 
(“Do You Know About The New 
Oregon Sales Tax?” Jan. 18), I dis-
cussed the new Oregon Sales Tax 
(HB 3427 or Student Success Act) 
that is taking people by surprise. 
The editor made a few comments 
to further clarify what the new tax 
is for, who pays it, how much it is 
and the income tax rate cuts in-
cluded in the bill. 

I would like to add some addi-
tional information on a few of the 
items he mentioned. 

The tax is known as the Student 
Success Act (SSA) and is earmarked 
for education. What may not be 
clear is that 25 percent of the tax is 
going to the State General Fund. In 
addition, there will be more than 
80 new full-time employees added 
to the Department of Revenue and 
the State’s Attorney General’s office 
in order to implement and admin-
ister the new tax.

The official reason given for the 
new tax is to increase funding to 
schools that was limited by a 1990 
ballot measure. In reality, it is back 

door funding for the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS). 

Per-student spending has steadi-
ly increased since 1990. Over the 
last 30 years, ever-increasing per-
centages of dollars budgeted for 

schools didn’t make it to the class-
room but was instead was sent to 
Salem to fund PERS.  

Even with these increases, the 
funding couldn’t keep up with 
the promises made by the State to 
public employees. As of September 
2019, PERS was $27 billion under 
water. Oregon is the fourth biggest 
per capita spending state in the 
country so it is not a lack of money 
it’s how it is the spent. 

The new tax is like a pyramid 
scheme. It is assessed at every level 
of production or delivery of service 
but it’s not really going to be paid by 
the assessed businesses — it’s going 
to be paid by us, the consumer. 

Here’s why. In its first full year 
the tax is in place, the State expects 
to collect $799,000,000 from taxing 

Oregon sales transactions. Busi-
nesses have no choice but to pass 
some or all of their additional tax 
cost on to their customers (That’s 
us, the consumer.) 

There is an income tax rate re-
duction in the new law of .25 per-
cent on each tax bracket so we do 
get some help. For example: If you 
pay Oregon tax on $50,000 of in-
come, the rate reduction would 
save you $125. 

In 2020, the tax net increase is 
projected to be $587,000,000 or 
$440 per Oregon household. The 
Legislative Revenue Office proj-
ects the net tax increase will be 
$1,153,000,000 by 2023 — or $864 
per household.                                                                               

The 2019 legislative session en-
acted the business sales tax, family 
leave, payroll tax, healthcare tax, 
reduced the kicker refund and in-
creased alcohol licensing tax for a 
grand total of $2,851,000,000 — or 
$2,318 per Oregon household. 

That’s why I asked the question 
in my earlier letter about “What 
part of Mars are they from?”

Either they don’t care about the 
effect of these tax increases on reg-
ular citizens, or their economic 
situation so much better than ours 
that don’t see it as a problem.

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are 
always welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

I feel the Jan. 29 Letter to the Ed-
itor “Environmental ‘Protection’ or 
‘Predation’ Agency” by Cris Reep 
needs some clarification.

As stated in his letter, the Clean 
Water Act is law. Congress makes 
law, but then an agency is designat-
ed to administer the law.

The agency creates The Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFRs) which 
are a  compilation of the general 
and permanent rules published in 
the Federal Register by the execu-
tive agencies of the federal govern-
ment. 

Each CFR volume is updated 
once a year and issued quarterly. 
These regulations are organized by 
subject area and assigned to one of 
50 CFR Titles. Many  of the agen-
cies that administer the CFRs are 
part of the Executive Branch of 
Government — in other words, the 
agency heads are appointed by the 
President.  

Therein lies a “political interest” 
if you will. 

CFRs are not law. CFRs are up-
dated annually. One must always 

give some credence to the “scope” 
of the agencies and the CFRs 
(rules) by which they administer 
the laws.  

Most often, agencies will go be-
yond the scope of their authority 

and the EPA is an agency that gets 
much scrutiny. Congress passes 
laws but fails to oversee the admin-
istration of the rules adopted by 
the President’s appointed adminis-
tration head or director.

The EPA Code of Federal Reg-
ulation is represented as Title 40. 
It  presents regulations governing 
care of the environment from the 
14 subchapters of Chapter I and 
from the provisions regarding the 
Council on Environmental Quality 
found in Chapter V. 

Programs addressing air, water, 
pesticides, radiation protection 
and noise abatement are included. 
Practices for waste and toxic mate-
rials disposal and clean-up are also 
prescribed. 

Additions and revisions to this 
section of the code are posted an-
nually by July. Publication follows 

within six months (and they can be 
revised).

So, the bottom line is this: The 
Executive Branch of government 
has jurisdiction over certain agen-
cies, and their department heads 
are a Presidentially appointed po-
sition.  

Therein lies the “politics” if you 
will.

The Clean Water Act (Congress) 
is Law; the CFRs are not. They are 
simply adopted agency rules.

So Cris  Reep asked the question: 
“Under what Constitutional provi-
sion is President Trump granted 
the power to make changes to, or 
in this case completely nullify, a 
law that has been in effect for 72 
years?” 

Answer: He can’t.
CFRs are not Law but agen-

cy rules — and the President has 
some executive power over many 
agencies and their rules, as long as 
they conform to the law.

Of course, we can all appreciate 
the “laws of the land” and why we 
have a Supreme Court trying to 
decide many of them.

And I can not recall when there 
was a unanimous Supreme Court 
ruling of our laws.

—Brian Cole
Florence
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