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People will also get the 
chance to meet new man-
ager Tess Yahyazadeh, who 
moved to Florence last year.

“Tess will continue the 
leadership of the Florence 
and Mapleton branches of 
Banner Bank,” Osborne 
said. “She will commit to 
Banner’s mission to be the 
bank of choice in the mar-
kets we serve.”

Banner Bank will also 
continue to offer the ser-
vices that is has offered for 
130 years since its founding 
in 1890. Part of its mis-
sion statement includes, 
“Working as a team, we will 
deliver superior products 
and services to our valued 
clients. We will emphasize 
strong client relationships 
and a high level of commu-
nity involvement.”

“At Banner, we just work 
hard every day, try to do 
the best for our clients and 
enjoy being at work,” Os-
borne said. “One thing I’m 
really proud of working for 
Banner Bank is the gener-
osity to the communities 
we serve.”

Looking back at time 
in banking, “I learned the 
value of hard work and 
the value of relationships,” 
she said. “Also, the value of 
thick skin.”

Building relationships 
is also how Osborne be-
gan working with more 
than a dozen local and 
regional nonprofit orga-
nizations. She has served 
on the boards of Florence 
Rotary Club, United Way 
of Lane County, Western 
Lane Community Founda-
tion, Oregon Coast Mili-
tary Museum and Florence 
Homebuilders Association, 
and been active on city and 
chamber committees and 
with Florence Area Coor-
dinating Council, Boys and 
Girls Club of Western Lane 
County, Soroptimist Inter-
national of Florence, Peace 
Harbor Medical Center 
Foundation, American 
Cancer Society, Habitat for 
Humanity, Siuslaw Out-
reach Services, Florence 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce and more. She is also 
a founding member of the 
Rods ‘N Rhodies Inc.

“I will continue to stay on 
the board for PeaceHealth 
Peace Harbor Foundation, 
Western Lane Commu-
nity Foundation, Rotary 
Foundation, the nonprofit 
Rods ‘N Rhodies Inc. and 
the Rhododendron Court 
Committee,” Osborne said. 
“The rest of the time I’ll en-
joy family and life.”

Her dedication to others 
has been a hallmark of her 
time in Florence.

“I started volunteering 
after seeing a need to help 
(the Soroptimists) provide 
food baskets. From there 
it’s kind of just a blur,” she 

said.
The Florence Chamber 

recognized Osborne’s work 
in the community by nam-
ing her the 2018 Florence 
First Citizen. 

In the nomination packet 
put together by the Flor-
ence Rotary Club, Rotar-
ian Lisa Walter Sedlacek 
wrote, “When asked why 
she does so much for her 
community, Dee’s response 
is about family, … how she 
was raised to be part of 
our town, to give back and 
help make Florence a better 
place to live each and every 
day.”

Osborne accepted the 
award at last year’s Siuslaw 
Awards, saying, “Being 
involved has allowed me 
to meet so many who are 
willing to give. … If you go 
to Florence, wherever you 
go, there’s a volunteer. This 
town is run by volunteers.”

Banner Bank also has 
a strong tradition of vol-
unteering. Nationwide, 
Banner’s employees volun-
teered more than 24,100 
hours of their time to com-
munity service in 2018. 
Locally, Florence and Ma-
pleton employees follow 
Osborne’s lead by volun-
teering with or serving on 
the boards of numerous 
community groups.

In addition, it was Os-
borne’s idea to convert part 
of Banner Bank’s large Flor-
ence branch into a confer-
ence room open for com-
munity use. This opened 
in November 2017, with a 
grand opening attended by 
Banner Bank officials from 
Idaho, Washington, Coos 
Bay and Eugene.

She said, “I’d like to ex-
tend thanks to all of you, the 
people who make Florence 
such a wonderful place to 
live and do business. We’re 
grateful to our clients for 
your loyalty … and we look 
forward to continuing to 
earn your business in years 
to come.”

Osborne’s leadership also 
steered Banner Bank to win 
the 2017 Community Car-
ing Award and the 2014 Stu 
Johnston Business of the 
Year Award at past Florence 
Chamber Siuslaw Awards.

According to communi-
ty member Cal Applebee, 
who has retired from past 
work with the chamber and 
Oregon Coast Military Mu-
seum, “Dee is always up-
most concerned with eth-
ics and the integrity of the 
organization, whether it be 
the business community, 
the non-profit community 
or the Florence community 
in general.”

His was one of three tes-
timonials included in Ro-
tary’s nomination for 2018 
First Citizen.

Businessman Tom Bas-
sett, co-owner of Florence 
Antiques & Coast Jewelers, 
wrote, “Everyone knows 

how much Dee adds to 
the fabric of this commu-
nity, not only through her 
volunteerism and involve-
ment in numerous activi-
ties, but also as one of the 
most respected officers in 
our financial community 
as well.”

The two men wrote 
about Osborne’s attendance 
and help at “almost every 
fundraising event” in town 
and her “commitment to 
the betterment of Great-
er Florence, this region, 
its people and its financial 
welfare.”

Walter Sedlacek added, 
“For over 35 years, Dee has 
been a leader, collaborator, 
supporter and part of Flor-
ence and the surrounding 
community. Her strong 
family ethic in blue collar 
trades in our coastal town 
helped her understand the 
importance of jobs, strong 

local economies and fami-
lies in having a strong com-
munity.”

Osborne’s other honors 
have included the 2006 
Lane County Homebuild-
ers Association Hall of 
Fame Award for her pos-
itive impact on the local 
Home Builders chapter by 
increasing membership 
and providing positive 
leadership; the Paul Harris 
Award three times for her 
charitable contributions 
to the Rotary Foundation; 
and Banner Bank’s rec-
ognition of excellence in 
management three times 
for her skills in leadership, 
community involvement 
and caring attitude towards 
employees and clients. 

“Dee is the perfect exam-
ple to all of the young men 
and women in our commu-
nity that they can and will 
succeed in life if they re-

main strong, hardworking, 
loyal, true to themselves 
and to others, persevere 
and never lose hope,” Bas-
sett said. “I applaud her for 
who she is, what she has 
accomplished, what she has
overcome, and her desire 
to see Florence continue to 
grow, be vital and stay con-
nected to its traditions.”

To those who hope to 
continue Osborne’s legacy 
of serving the communi-
ty, she said, “You can’t give 
everything. Sometimes you 
can give money and some-
times you can give time. It 
just depends on where you 
are in life. You can give all 
you want to the Soropti-
mist Food Baskets, but if 
there are not people there 
volunteering to put them 
together and hand them 
out, the event is not going 
to happen. Everybody is 
important.”
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Your guide to great
locally owned restaurants.

Local  EatsLocal  Eats

OPEN EVERY DAY 

11am

Reservations •  Take Out

1285 Bay Street

Old Town Florence  

(541) 902-8338

Where good friends &

great food come together!

www.1285Restobar.com

Pizza
Pasta
Seafood
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C

E

BEST OF
VOTED

RestaurantMo’s

and for dessert...
SNICKER OR PEANUT BUTTER PIE $5.95

COD FISH SANDWICH 
(GRILLED, BLACKENED OR FRIED) 

$9.95

Mo’s Old Town, Florence • Daily 11 am - 8 pm

Serving Bowls of comfort for Over 50 Years

We appreciate you!
Fall is a great time for locals to enjoy 

Surfside Restaurant and the magnifi cent ocean view!
To say thank you for being or becoming a customer 

we’d like to reward you with our Loyalty Card.

Come pick up yours today! 
Drift wood Shores Resort

88416 1st Avenue, Florence
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The businesses nomi-
nated for 2019 are:

Curb Appeal Award:

• Darci Clark – Florence 
Keller Williams Realty

• Darlings RV & Marina
• Florence Antiques and 

Coast Jewelers

Community Caring 

Award:

• Jolly Egret / Periwin-
kles

• Shorewood Senior 
Living

• The Archives
• Three Rivers Casino

Excellence in Customer 

Service Award:

• BeauxArts
• Coastal Fitness
• Driftwood Shores 

Resort & Conference 
Center

• FTS Computer Repair
• Kaimana Bodyworx

Innovation in Business 

Award:

• Florence Hostel 101
• Florence Regional Arts 

Alliance
• Homegrown Public 

House & Brewery

Non-Profit 

Achievement Award:

• Florence Food Share
• Friends of the Florence 

Event Center
• Oregon Coast Humane 

Society
• Siuslaw Outreach 

Services
• Siuslaw Watershed 

Council

Stu Johnson Business 

of the Year Award:

• Coldwell Banker Coast 
Real Estate

• HYAK
• Laurel Bay Gardens 

Florence First Citizen 

Nominees:

• Mike Harklerode – 
Siuslaw Elementary 
School Principal

• Dr. Brian Holmes – 
Florence Dental Clinic

• Robert Orr – Siuslaw 
High School

• Jerry Ward – Siuslaw 
Valley Fire and Rescue

Florence First Citizen 

Nominees will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Tickets are on sale 
now at FlorenceCham-
ber.com. People should 
reserve their spot soon 
to join the celebration of 
these exceptional busi-
nesses and individuals 
that help to make the 
community so very spe-
cial. The last day to pur-
chase is Feb. 9.


