
If you happened to drive 
by Roby’s Furniture and 

Appliance on Jan. 22, you 
may have noticed the 
store was closed. That’s 
because the entire Roby’s 
team was at work giving 
one of the faculty loung-
es at Siuslaw Elementary 
School a makeover. 

What had been a 
cramped and cluttered 
space was cleared out, 
decluttered and given a 
fresh and bright coat of 
paint. Then new furni-
ture: an expandable din-
ing table with six new 
chairs; a loveseat and easy 
chair, and two new end 
tables were brought in to 
leave a cozier and much 
more comfortable space.  

Each year on one day in 
January, all seven Roby’s 

locations close and the 
staff fans out in their own 
communities to work on 
a service project. 

“We call it Serve Day,” 
said Florence store man-
ager Bob Sneddon. 

The concept began 
when the company’s 
third generation owner-
ship team was attending 
college at George Fox 25 
years ago. The school en-
couraged every student to 
spend at least one day a 
year in service to others. 
That concept was imple-
mented at Roby’s 10 years 
ago and has been an an-
nual fixture ever since. 

“We consider it a priv-
ilege and an obligation 
to be able to help others,” 
said Sneddon, “Our phi-
losophy is that if we have 

the ability to help others, 
we feel that we must.” 

Past Serve Day projects 
for the team at Roby’s in 
Florence have included 
makeovers at other fac-
ulty rooms, landscap-
ing at Siuslaw Outreach 
Services and working at 
Florence Food Share. 

This year’s project 
made the list after then-
fourth-grader Zoey Utz 
wrote a letter to Sneddon 
asking him to consider 
the makeover. 

Utz wrote about the 
condition of the room 
and how it was cramped 
and could not accommo-
date any more than just a 
few of the staff members 
who were on lunch break 
at any given time. 

“That letter came right 
after we had done our 
2019 project at the Flor-
ence Events Center,” said 
Sneddon “I kept her letter 
on my desk for months 
and decided that we 
would try to meet her re-
quest.”

Roby’s Furniture & 
Appliance/The Mattress 
Shoppe is a family owned 
and operated retailer 
with seven locations. 
The company began in 
1950 in Tillamook. The 
Florence store, formerly 
Western Lane Furniture, 
began that same year. It 
was purchased by Roby’s 
in 2005. 

— Submitted by Bob 

Sneddon, Florence Roby’s 

Store Manager
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WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP CAR CENTER
• Full Service Repair • Tire sales

• ASE Certifi ed Technician 
• Over 16 years experience

Locally Owned. Community Minded

Community News
Roby’s ‘Serve 
Day’ serves 
up the 
charm at 
Siuslaw 
Elementary

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Open 4 days a week!

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD

Supporting Florence 
since 1987.

M
K

T
-5

8
9

4
-A

-A
1

Member SIPC

Ryan Hitchcock
Financial Advisor

1010 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439
541-997-8755

Andy Baber, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

1010 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439
541-997-8755

www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

even ts

Karol Niemeyer

89980 Territorial Rd.
Elmira, Oregon 97437

541-935-3485
www.deepwoodsevents.com

Family Bingo Night 

Scheduled for Feb. 15
Siuslaw eighth-grade 

parents are hosting a Fam-
ily BINGO Night themed 
“I <3 BINGO” on Valen-
tine’s weekend, 
S a t u r d a y, 
Feb. 15, 
from 6 
to 8 p.m. 
at Cross 
Road As-
sembly of 
God Church, 
1380 10th St. 

All ages are wel-
come and families are en-
couraged to attend. Cost is 
$5 for students and $10 for 
adults (cash only) and in-
clude two hours of bingo. 

There will be multi-

ple cards for each game, 
snacks and fun. 

There will be great pric-
es for the winners of each 

game. There 
will also be 

a Valen-
tine des-
sert ticket 
a u c t i o n 

and tickets 
can be pur-

chased for $1 
each or 6 for $5. 

Proceeds from 
the event will go to the 

eighth-grade graduation 
party. 

For information, con-
tact parent Jennifer Wag-
goner at 541-520-1255.

Submit Press 

Releases to

PRESSRELEASES@
THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.

Roby’s team members (from left) Wes Fraze, Blayke 

Fraze, Will Cary, Kevin Harris, Bob Sneddon, Ben Bax-

ter and Paul Stravens (not pictured, Tom Hagle) line 

up for a group photo with fifth-grader Zoey Utz, who

asked Roby’s to consider doing a makeover of the

south staff lounge at Siuslaw Elementary School.

The SES South 

Staff Lounge 

Before

The updated 

SES South Staff 

Lounge

Make creative pin on 

Friday with BeauxArts
BeauxArts invites the 

community to “Inspire 
Your Heart with Art!” 

“What type of art in-
spires you? Maybe it is 
a color? A style?” asks 
Jo Beaudreau, owner of 
BeauxArts.

People are invited to 
create their own one-of-a-
kind art pin on Friday, Jan. 
31, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at BeauxArts Fine Art Ma-
terials, 2285 Highway 101, 
Suite H. 

Attendees will be able to 

choose from simple to dy-
namic designs. People can 
create a pin with watercol-
or, pen, marker, pencils or 
more that they can wear 
with any outfit or for spe-
cial occasions.

All ages and creative 
abilities are welcomed and 
encouraged to make a pin.

There is a limited quan-
tity available, and the event 
runs while supplies last. 
No purchase necessary for 
one art pin. Each addition-
al pin will be a small fee.


