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WHERE TO WRITE

The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

Letters to the Editor policy

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on 
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or 
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to 
include full name, address and phone number; 
only name and city will be printed. Letters should 
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity. 
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and 
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are 
unsourced or documented will not be published. 

Letters containing poetry or from outside the 
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor. 

Political/Election Letters: 

Election-related letters must address pertinent 
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large. 

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing 
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge 
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support 
candidates based on personal experience and 
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters 
to the editor column to outline their views and 
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid 
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the 
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right 
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above 
criteria.

Email letters to:
nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are 
always welcome as part of our goal to 
encourage community discussion and 
exchange of perspectives.)

It is axiomatic in the discussion 
of woman’s and mens “right” to 
vote that we consider some of the 
history of voting in America. 

Ned Hickson’s editorial “Wom-
en’s Voices Crucial To Defining 
Our Democracy” (Jan. 11) on 
women’s voices’ as they relate to 
suffrage misses the mark some-
what.

The Framers of the Constitu-
tion in 1787 were thinking big on 
the culture that was ever present 
and the future progressivity of 
America. 

Only property owners could 
vote, which was an excellent phi-
losophy as it turns out, wanting 
informed voters participation 
to protect a Republican form of 
government — not an Athenian 
pure democracy where everyone 
votes,  is cumbersome, unwork-
able and with few checks and 
balances. 

That pure democracy was re-
sponsible for Socrates assasina-

tion. 
Our Framers and Founders 

were forward thinkers, unself-
ishly circumspect of the pop-
ulace always and limiting the 
power of an overreaching Feder-

al government. 
Ned Hickson’s editorial was far 

too simplistic emphasizing gen-
der politics, which was far from 
the Creators’ intent for this na-
tion’s brilliant documents. 

The purpose of America was 
to be for, of and by the people as 
their creation of a Constitution-
al Republic ultimately accom-
plished. Therefore, because they 
allowed and embellished states’ 
rights first and foremost and 
then allowed the Federal amend-
ment process, woman’s suffrage 
was always built in when times 
changed. 

I hope Ned Hickson did not 
believe that in 1787 everything 
would be perfectly progressive as 
his article tends towards in 2020. 

No. 
Five states, including Wyo-

ming and Washington’s male 
legislatures, had already given 
women plebiscite opportunity. 
Methinks Mr. Hickson is taking 
quite a bit for granted, because 
the states were already tending 
for female suffrage without the 
Federal government’s intrusion. 

You might say the amendment 
process in the 1919 acceptance of 
women’s “right to vote” impeded 
states’ rights and strengthened 
the federal government again — 
which in hindsight has become 
Frankenstein in the 21st century. 

Yes, women needed the right 
to vote. But today we have many 
uninformed voters due to many 
progressive ideas in the early 
20th century which has ulti-
mately damaged the Founders’ 
original formula of limited gov-
ernment. 

We should not be so quick to 
espouse feel-good politically 
correct nostrums which, in ret-
rospect, have helped destroy that 
delicate balance of separation of 
powers, including the states. 

God bless America both in 
2020 and 1919.

Woman’s suffrage was always built in when times changed

Guest Viewpoint
By Joel Marks
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